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‘Ie Joseph Jo Flechas Jane 24,1483 = c. 59 yrs. (m. Feb. 7, 1862 in N.O.) 
Me Gondalaura Villard July 19, 1908 d. 66yrs. 
J 
he Mary Isabella Flechas July 31,1864- Dec. 8,1926 (iWarriage Apre 29,1825) 
te Paul Marcilla Poitevin Dec. 22,1858 - 0ct.27,192P 
1. Elwood Cowan Poitevin Auge 15, 1888 = Dec. 27, 1977 
me Ozie Lennep 
2. Eugene Paul Poitevin Mar. 17, 1890 = 
me Emma Bishop Jane 26, 1892 = Oét. 55 1961 
3. Ethel Rose Poitevin nem. 
4. Carmille Lillian Poitevin 
me George Rodriguez ; 
B. Josephine Phillipa Flechas (NM. Feh, 23, 1397) 
me Rufus Kee! “) 
1. Edwin Kee! 
2. Ives 
3e Rufus Willian Do Novo 3; 1902 ° 
4e Joseph Flechas b. Noc.3, 1902 
Se Alvis 
6. Eugene Paul b. July 28,1910 
Co Victoria A. Flechas Nov. 3,1868 - June 27,1952 
m. Edward Emanuel Krebs Aug. 19, 1865= Jan. 8, 1943 
l. Kay Flechas Krebs Feb. 8, 1892 - Mar. 6, 1972 
Me Rose Ida Stig giets as Maro % 1928 
“ae Victor Ray Krebs 
me Theresa Elizabeth Gentile 
1. Victor Ray 
2. Carla Anita 
be John Eéward Krebs 
me Rita Mae Gentile 
1. Diane Rose Krets 
me (2) Almeda Webb May 6, 1906 = Jue 6, 1973 
ae August, Victoria, Reliegh, Goldie,}ranklin, Hazel 
D. Virginia Flechas n.m. Dec. 18, 1871 - June 6, 1944 
Ee. Jomn Flechas 
me Mary 
le John 
2. Mary 
Fo Concalaura Flechas de 1935 age 63 
mo Norman M. Seymour de Jan 2, 1946 age "79 


se le Hilda Oct, 30, 1897 - d. hey, 6, 1989, b. Machpelah Cemetery 


Mo JeD. Buffett 
a Patrica m. Roy LUMPKIN 


, be J.De m. Lorraine Peetz 
c. Katherine om. Jack Rappoport 


ee. Billy b. 7-16-1926; d. 10-26-1991 m. Joyce 
2. Wildred 'm Valter Pelham 
< 3. Lois me Je H. Tew (L. d. Aug. 9, 1965) 
ao June 
be Je He (Twins) 
ceBlanch 
Ge Bernard 
€. Sonny Boy ‘ 
4elHulbert nom. Apr. 16, 1904 - May 23, 1971 
5, Norman Richard Flecbas nem. Jane 14,1903 - 
. wire Ss 5 es ag 7. Blanch me He Ve Spavin war, 1,1907- 
‘ ae Betty Lahare me 


@. Carol 
“Be Dorothy 
"ENS Cc. Bernard 


Ge Candalsura 
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Ge. Miguel Martin Flechas Febe 25, 1879 - Maz LL, — D U/ ff p fr. 


me Louise Walker De de Sept. 19, 1 
1. Candalaura Flechas 7% 
Me Ae Me Browne De Feb. 25 1888 in Nairn; Las de ANG. 15; 1975 
a. Kay Harie Perez DeLeon 
2. Ferdie F. Flechas 
me Helen Ros Coax 
a. Genevieve 
be Ferdie Fe Jro 
3. Anias Flechas 
Me A. We Penola 
ae Mary Lou 
40 Victoria Flechas o 
m. Dr. Thomas Beech 
a. Don 
5. Miguel M. Flechas 
- me Dell Hobdy 
ao Miguel Mo Flechas Jre 
. me Kay Fant 
6, Alfred Flechas 
me Myrtle Duncan 
ae Keith, Keneth, AcJe Jrey Gene 
7. Louise Flechas  . 
me Dorsey E. Lyons de Jume 9, 1964 age 49 
aRichard EB. m. Anne Dewey 
be Glara m. Jonn Castona 
‘ co Judy e. Linda f. Patricia g. Nancy 
8. Lillian Flechas 
Me Richard Lynch -_ 
ae Caroline, Ronald, Frances, Richard, 
Janice, Jamita 4 Fee 
9. Mary Azelie Flechas -- OMAR, 14H 4 
mo Dr. Micheal Sherdan 
a. Kathalenn, Bontiy, Patrick, Nancy, 
Eileen, Timothy, Vincent 


He Paul Eugene Flechas Feb. 16, 1931 = Dec. 23, 1889 
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Dr. Joseph 
Hugues. August Poitevin Father (French 
1. Paul Poitevin 
m. Mary Flechas 
2. Lannie Poietiven 
- DeDe & James Krebs (Sons of Hiliare Madard Krebs & Marie 1.Raby) 
3. Bertha Harriet Poitevin ,b. 1969 Gd. 1942. (me 6-16-1259) 
me Irving P. Delmas 3. Jan. 21, 1€49 7. Tece 14, 1928 
4. Gaston Poitevin b, Nov. 30, 1366 = 
-mo Bella Smith (Isabelle) Yerried Dec. 23, 1596 


Counselor at Pensacola) 


(Marriage Revords - Escambia Fla. Book "B" Sept. 24, 1844 
Joseph A. H. Poitevin Married Merced Palmes - Record Sept. 25, by 
J. M. Portier) Mobile Genesis - May 1968 
Dr. Jpseph Auguste Huges Poitevin died at E. Pascagoula, Miss. wo suly 4, 1877 
age 58 1 month and 4 days . 
Mercec Palmes ad. Jan. 20, 1908 wit fe of the late De. A. Potiven age 83 yrs 6 mose 
be. Krebs Cemetery from the residence if I. P. Delmas 


Ge Candalsura 
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Maples, 88, 
ied peaceful- 
xe Thursday, 
te was born 
L, in Millport, 
was a home- 
ber of Free 
1 Kreole. She 
leath by her 
Evie Gillian; 
Grady; and 
ck. . 

ide her hus- 
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of 110 


61 


of Moss Point; sister, Opal 
Leonard of Millport, Ala.; three 


‘ grandchildren, Mark Grady, 


Donald Grady and Brian (Toni) 
Grady; and three great grand- 


children, Justin Grady, Joshua’ 


Grady and Karah Grady; other 
relatives and many friends, 

Visitation will be Sunday, 
May 4, from 12 p.m. until 2 
p.m. at Holder-Wells Funeral 
Home in Moss Point, Miss. 
Funeral Services will follow at 
2 p.m. from the funeral home 
chapel with the Rev. Danny 
Tanner and the Rev. F.A. Ellis 
officiating. . 

Interment will be at Orange 
Grove Cemetery in Kreole, 
Miss. 


Pallbearers will.be Don. - 


Burchette, Henry Ping, Del- 
bert Green, James LaForce, 
Horace Goff and Jerry John- 
son. 

There is a hole in our hearts 
at your passing, but joy is fill- 
ing that emptiness because a 
beautiful spiritual journey has 
begun that will take you to that 
promise made by Jesus many 


Faia 
Dignity 


O'Bryant-O'Keefe 
‘Funeral Home 


“Serving F Families Since 1942” 
Pascagoula Gautier 
228-762-4311 228-497-7544 


Pence. Trust. Respect. 


US Pre 


years ago. "I go to prepare a 
place for you" 

Arrangements by Holder- 
Wells Funeral Home, Moss 
Point, Miss. 


HARE 

Mrs. Alberta P. Hare, 78, 
of Ocean Springs, Miss., died 
Wednesday, April 30, 2003, in 
Ocean Springs. She was a life- 
long resident of the community 
and had retired from the 
Keesler Air Force Base 
Exchange. Mrs. Hare was pre- 
ceded in death by her husband, 
John A. Hare; a son, John 
Arthur Hare, Jr.; her parents, 
Jodie and Zoa Guillotte Wil- 
son; and a brother, Herman 
Wilson. 
‘Survivors include her daugh- 
ter, Sandy L. Hare of Gig Har- 
bour, Washington; a son, Mark 
A. Hare and wife, Eleanor, of 
Ocean Springs; a sister, Marie 
Jordan of Biloxi; a grandson, 
Woody Peterson of Gig Har- 
bour, Washington; and a host of 
family members and friends. 

Visitation will be on Monday, 
May 5, from 9 to 10:15 a.m. 
with a 10:15 a.m. chapel serv- 
ice, at Ocean Springs Chapel, 
Bradford O’Keefe Funeral 
Home. Burial will be in the 
Biloxi National Cemetery. 

Arrangements by Bradford 
O’Keefe Funeral Home, Ocean 
Springs, Miss. 


AREA DEATHS — 


GLORIA EDWARDS, 62, of 
Leaf, Miss., died May 2, 2003. 
Sigler Funeral Home, 
Lucedale, Miss. 

“Obituaries over one inch in 
length are paid advertisements.” 
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‘J.D. Buffett, father of Jimmy Buffett 


and Pascagoula native, dies at 83 


By PENELOPE DEESE 
The Mobile Register 

POINT CLEAR - Pascagoula 
native James Delaney "J.D." 
Buffett, the father of singer 
Jimmy Buffett, died Thursday 
after a long battle with 
Alzheimer's disease. 

The Point Clear resident 
was 83. 

Marvin Ussery, who lived 


‘near J.D. Buffett and his wife, 


Mary Loraine "Peets" Buffett, 


when the couple resided in - 


Daphne, said he remembers 
J.D. Buffett enjoying walks on 
the beach and college football. 

"He shared the same 
Auburn spirit," Ussery said of 
Buffett's interest in football. 
"He enjoyed walking on the 
beach with his dogs, fishing - 
just days down there on the 
beach and pier." 

J.D. Buffett joined the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers on 
his birthday in 1941 and was 
stationed in Maine, Montana, 
Africa and India before being 
discharged as a master ser- 
geant in February 1946. 

He spent much of his life in 
southwest Alabama, where he 
worked his way up from the 
estimating department at 
Alabama Marine Inc. to man- 
aging government contracts 
during a 35-year career with 
the Mobile-based company. 

J.D. and Peets Buffett his 
wife of 61 years eventually 
moved to the Eastern Shore, 
first living i in Daphne before 
settling in Point Clear. 

His obituary, submitted to 


J.D. Buffett 


The Mississippi Press, recount- 
ed a life of accomplishment, 
and joy in the simple pleas- 
ures of coastal life. 

“He was an active partici- 
pant in maritime and industry 
affairs on the Gulf Coast. 
Residing on the shore of 
Mobile Bay for the last 27 
years. J.D. rose most days at 
dawn to enjoy a pot of strong 
coffee before heading outdoors 
to check the crab traps and 
walk the dogs,” it said. “Every 
day, he relished in the accom- 


_plishments of his three chil- 


dren and their families and 
cherished the companionship 
of his best friend and life part- 
ner, Peets.” 

Ussery said J.D. Buffett's 
happy demeanor made him an 
easily likable neighbor. 

"He was a fine gentleman 


and a good friend," he said. "I 
thought a lot of him. He was 
always jovial and in a good 
humor and enjoyed life and 
was proud of his family. He 
was a good person. 

Buffett's survivors include 
his son, Jimmy, and two 
daughters, Loraine McGuane 
and Lucy Buffett, who owns 
and manages Lulu's Sunset 
Grill on Weeks Bay in south- 
west Baldwin County. 

He is also survived by nine 
grandchildren and three great- 


‘grandchildren. 


According to a 1996 Mobile 


Register article, J.D. Buffett 


was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer's disease in 1993, 


‘ one year after the couple's 


50th wedding anniversary. 
They had been married for 61 
years. 

Visitation will be held from 
8 a.m. to 10 a.m. Monday at 
Fairhope Funeral Home, fol- 
lowed by an 11 a.m. Mass of 
Christian Burial at St. 
Lawrence Catholic Church in 
Fairhope. A private burial will 
be held in Memory Gardens 
in Fairhope. 

The family suggests that 
donations be made to Mercy 
Medical Hospice Development 
Office, P.O. Box 1090, Daphne 
AL 36526 or The James 
Delaney Buffett Jr. Scholar- 
ship Fund, Maine Maritime 
Academy, Castine, ME 04420. 


The staff of The Mississippi 
Press contributed to this 
report. 


—— ————— oy Fi Hpu | Three local men arrested after gist 
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Sunday, Man! 4, 2003 


By GARY HOLLAND 
THE SUN HERALD 


“ay ames Delaney PED Buffett, a Pascagoula, 


‘native and father of singer Jimmy Buffett, 
died Thursday at the age of 83 after a long 
battle with Alzheimer’s disease. 

He lived in Point Clear, Ala. after a 35-year 
career at Alabama Dry Docks in Mobile. 


an -< 


LOCAL/MISSISSIPPUREGION 


Buffett was a member of the first graduat- 
ing class at the old Pascagoula High School 
in 1939. 

“We went to school together from Beach 
Elementary through high school,” George 
Hollister of Pascagoula said. 

“J.D. was a likable, ordinary hides 
When we finished school, he went to work at 
Ingalls Shipyard like most of us did, and later 


‘Si immy Buffett’s father dies at 83 


went to Alabama Dry Docks,” he said. “He 
had battled Alzheimer’s for many years and 
hadn’t been to a class reunion since 1992.” 
“He was an all-around good guy,” recalled 
Annie. Lee Colle Petty of Moss Point, also a 
classmate at Pascagoula High School. “He 
was very popular and very friendly.” 
Buffett enlisted in the Army Corps of Engi- 
neers on his birthday in 1941 and was 


ra a | 14 


.www.sunherald.com 


discharged a: as a master sergeant i in 1946. 

He is survived by his wife of 61 years, 
Mary Loraine Peets Buffett; his son and two 
daughters, Loraine Marie Buffett McGuyane 
and Lucy Anne Buffett. 

Visitation will be Monday from 8 to 10 
a.m. at Fairhope Funeral Home, followed by 
11 am. Mass at St. Lawrence Catholic 
Church in Fairhope. 
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Larrieu of Ponchatoula, LA; sis- 
ters, Georgia Lee Brown of 
Coldspings, TX and Minnie Mae 
Hanson of Robertsdale, AL; spe- 
cial niece, Beverly Gartman of 
Spanish Fort, AL; nieces, 
nephews, family and friends; 
loving companion, Boo, Boody, 
and Man. Funeral services for 
Mr. Clark Sr. will be Tuesday, 
September 30, 2003 at 2:00 p.m. 
from the chapel of Bayview 
Funeral Home, Daphne, AL with 
Rev. Jim Jordan officiating. 
Interment in Wilson Cemetery. 
Visitation will be Monday 
evening from 6:00 p.m. until 
8:00 p.m. from Bayview Funeral 
Home, Daphne — aca 

rangements entruste co) 
BAYVIEW FUNERAL HOME, 
Daphne, Alabama. 
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? POINT CLEAR, AL 


BUFFETT 
Mary Loraine “Peets” Buffett — 


Age 82, departed this life 
Thursday evening, September 
25, 2003, surrounded by family 
and friends. Born in Crystal 
Springs, Mississippi to Thomas 
Delos Peets and Bessie Love 
Thompson, she is preceded in 
death by her husband of 62 


1 
hX years, James Delaney Buffett, 


Jr., who passed in May of this 
year. She leaves behind three 
devoted children, her son, 
James William Buffett Gane) of 
Palm Beach, Florida, daughter 
Loraine Marie Buffett McGuane 
(Thomas) of McLeod, Montana 
and Lucy Anne Buffett of Point 
Clear, Alabama. Nine loving 
grandchildren, Heather Hume 
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m Laughter, tears 
mark day tailor-made 


for a sailor 
‘ By ROY HOFFMAN 
: The Mobile Register 
FAIRHOPE, Ala. — On a trop- 
ical morning any sailor would 
relish, Pascagoula native James 
Delaney (J.D.) Buffett Jr., father 
of famed singer Jimmy Buffett, 
was laid to rest on Monday. 
_As mourners filed into the 
airy sanctuary, they were offered 
een cards printed with photo- 
graphs of the one-time sailor 


and shipyard worker, with quo- ° 


* tations from famous authors on 


the reverse side. “Depart upon 


+ thy endless cruise old Sailor,” 


read one card. Ernest Heming- 
way’s Old Man and the Sea, 


assured on the other, no man ; 


was ever alone on the sea: - 
Following Buffett’s white- 
draped casket as it was rolled up 


the aisle were his family mem- 
bers — Mary Loraine Peets Buf-««: 


fet, his wife of 61 years, in a 
wheelchair wearing a black hat 
with a thin yellow ribbon; their 
two daughters, Loraine (Laurie) 
Marie Buffett McGuane, who 
raises horses in Montana, and 
Lucy Anne Buffett, who runs 
LuLus Sunset Grill, at Fish Riv- 
er, Ala.; and their son, James 
William Buffett, universally 
known as Jimmy, whose “Son 
of A Son of A Sailor,” 
taville,” and other laid- ‘back, rd 
licking. pop songs are enjoyed 
by legions of fans, the most fer- 
vent called Parrotheads. 

“My parents were hard-work- 
ing,” Jimmy Buffett told the 
Register in an interview last 


March. “I think that’s one of the 
assets as to how I was able to 


c 


‘ Mg toof vamos Cone, pti Jr. 
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Woman shares 
fond memories 
of J. D. Buffett 


By MOODY CONNELL 
“+ Mississippi Press Staff 

: When she thinks of the la 
J.D. Buffett, 84-year-old Do: 
Hamilton of Forts. Lake hol 
memories of her late husbar 
Irving, World War II and 

peacetime front-porch visit. 
' t:Buffett, the father of singe 
Jimmy Buffett, was laid to re: 
z Monday in Fairhope. He was 8: 
‘Mobile Register/Mike Kittrell _ -; The late Irving P. Hamilto 


; Lucy Buffett, ‘seooha fon right, and o' ers gather outside served on aig with J.D. Bu 


boarding a trai 
St. Lawrence Catholic Church ae Portas epee ‘at Grand Hotel in Point Clee 
ft 


+ in 1942 for military training i 
* the U.S. Army Air Corps durin 
navigate my “way 1 d World War II. “ . 
musie business.’I learned a™ oN ; +238 A Sbook she has includes -pic 
great work ethic, but at the oThe eulogy was gi by nov- “tures and background of a mili 
‘same time I thought life is fun.” . elist Thomas. SicClostis. dnar-, ‘tary unit assigned as a “floatin, 
“As the Buffett clan made their ried to Laurie. The author of. air craft ship and made part: 
procession, joined by several numerous books, among’ ‘them’. for B-29’s,” she said. ° 
women who had helped take °Ninety- in the Shade and The Aboard that: ship, fevare 
care of the 83-year old patriarch | “Bushoathed Piano, ‘and praised Hamilton and Buffett tourec 
during his fatal Jecltng from by the L si Angeles Herald-. Guam, Saipan, Hawaii, Oki 
Alzheimer’s, the sense became ‘Exami as one of this coun- nawa and the Bahamas, she 
palpable of the Pascagoula, trys. most impor terary, said. While under wartime con- 


native who worked and lived ters,’ McGuan was, above ‘ditions near the Panama Canal 
around waterfronts much of his all on Monday, uffett’s son- the ship's crew spotted an enemy 
life, and had imparted strong . in-law, ying to his way submarine and the men were 
values — and much joy — to his ~ tribute without blub- instructed to sleep with their 


d lin bering, aa he said 4, shoes and clothes on in case they 
ecoomplished, # Been aes © After thanking Buffett's care- were called to battle stations, 
: ‘takers, the’ reflected how she said. Fortunately for the 
cE Alzheimer’s had cruel, robbed gailors, no further contact was 
“the family of the ‘mi 4 "wih made with the sub. 

immiy,* Come: to kriow:’ love: ‘With \ Returning March 16, 1946, 
late ae Tac pea ay their memory of an earlier J.-D. after the war, her husband: took 
grievers along with spouses and ee p é pest ; 
children — nine grandchildren ’ again the aeD.wi 


., Con 


d y- 

The music at the finer 
Mass was from the hymnal 
Fairhope’s St. -.Lawrence 


in all to Peets and J.D. ‘There 
were hugs, and'some smiles, as’ 
stories were told about the loved’ 


—— ae 


ilton 


As for his former shi mate, 
Buffett spent the rest of his life 
working and living near the 
water. One of his children would 
put life on the sea to music. 
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Matriarch of Buffett family dies 


Singer Jimmy Buffett attributes attributes much of his own 


early awareness of the arts to ‘Peets’ 


By ROY HOFFMAN 
Special to The Mississippi Press 

Mary Loraine Peets Buffett, a 
shipyard administrator who 
became the book-loving matri- 
arch of a talented family, includ- 
| ing the singer Jimmy Buffett, 
died on Thursday at Thomas 
Hospital in Fairhope. 
| Buffett, who was 82, was sur- 
| rounded by her family at the 
time, according to her grand- 
| daughter, Melanie Buffett. 

Born Mary Loraine Peets in 
Crystal Springs, Miss., the 
woman who was known simply 
as “Peets,” married James 
i’ Delaney “J.D.” Buffett 62 years 


ago. 

While raising their three chil- 
dren in west Mobile, the Buf- 
fetts were employed on the 
Mobile waterfront, J.D. as an 
estimator, Peets as an admin- 
istrator, at Alabama Dry Dock 
and rt tam ane Co. 


De 

| After attending Gulf Park Col- 
| lege in Biloxi, according to her 
close friend, Suzanne Cleveland 
of Mobile, Peets Buffett started 
as a secretary at ADDSCO and 
worked her way up to become 
assistant director of industrial 


ie el 


relations. “That’s distinctive for 
anyone, especially a woman,” 
said Cleveland, who was trained 
by Buffett for a position in that 
office. 

“My first impression was how 
loving she 
was,” Cleve- 
land recalled. 
“Peets was 
very smart, 
but never 
arrogant. She 
was able to 
work effec- 
tively in a 
man’s world.” i 

Cleveland, Mary Loraine 
a generation Peets Buffett 


younger 
Buffett, eventually looked to 
Peets as a confidante, she said. 
“You could talk to her about any- 
thing very comfortably. She nev- 
er passed judgment.” During 
their last years, J.D. and Peets 
Buffett lived in Baldwin Coun- 
ty’s Eastern Shore area. 
Melanie Buffett, who helped 
care for her Buffett andpar- 
ents, said of Peets: “She made 
me a better person, a better lis- 
tener. She gave me an mag ae 
into what it’s like to be 


=== 


ye. 


i 


a 


wala 


I 
E 
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generation,” Melanie, who works 
as a yoga instructor in Fairhope, 
added a ofl her grandmother: “She 
was the glue to our most amaz- 
ing family. We've all lived so far 
apart, and she’s been Grand 
Central.” 

When J.D. Buffett died last 
May, it was Peets, pushed in a 
wheelchair, who led the proces- 
sion of mourners behind the 
white-draped casket of her late 
husband. “They were a swan 
couple,” said Melanie. “Swans 
mate for life. When one dies the 
other soon follows.” 


Peets retired from ADDSCO © 


in 1979, exchanging her office 
books for school books. 
to her family, she graduate 
from the University of South 
Alabama — cum laude — at 64. 
Jimmy Buffett attributes 
much of his own, early aware- 
ness of the arts to Peets. In 
Raniten “Ke he nee ae 
ter: “My mother ce: 
was the influence on the artistic 
things. My dad was a shipyard 
guy. My mother wanted us to 
see beyond the boundaries of 


Spring Hill. 

a sone on one side oe a 
seafaring . My grandfa- 
ther, in his travels, certainly was 


an influence on all of us, it was 
one window to the world. My 
mother offered another window 
to the world in that she encour- 
aged us to read and to explore 
the arts.” 

Daughter Lucy “Lulu” Buffett, 
who runs the Baldwin County 
seafood restaurant, “Lulu’s Sun- 
set Grill,” also spoke of her moth- 
er’s love for the arts. In a 2002 
Register profile, “Lulu’s Back in 
Town,” Lucy Buffett recalled a 
childhood household where 
music poured from her mother’s 
record player. “She loved 
Rodgers and Hammerstein,” 
, Lucy said of Peets, no the 
scores “South Pacific,” “ ello 
Dolly,” and “The King and I.” 

Peets Buffett is survived by 
her son, James William Buffett 
of Palm Beach, Fla.; daughters 
Loraine Marie Buffett M 
of McLeod, Mont., and Lucy 
Anne Buffett of Point Clear; 
nine grandchildren, and four 
great-grandchildren. 

Visitation will be from 8 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. Tuesday at Fairhope 
Funeral Home, 19698 Greeno 
Road, Fairhope, followed by a 
Maas of Christian Burial at St. 
Lawrence Catholic Church in 
Fairhope at 10 a.m. 

Tn lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that donations be made to 
Mercy Medical Hospice Devel- 
opment Office, P.O. Box 1090, 
Daphne, AL 36526; or to the 
Mary Loraine Peets Buffett 
Scholarship at the Universit; 
of Southern Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Campus, 730 East Beach 
Blvd., Long Beach, MS 39560. 
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Peets Buffett remembered for her love and * Zest for life’ . 


> Newsman Ed Bradley 
extolls exuberance and 
deeply held convictions of 
family matriarch 
- By ROY HOFFMAN 
Staff Reporter 


_ FAIRHOPE —Eulogized by her _ 
friend Ed Bradley of CBS’s “60 Min- 


utes,” Mary Loraine Peets Buffett was 


remembered Tuesday for her infec- 


tious love of books, people and fami- — 


ly in a funeral service at St. Lawrence 


Catholic Church. The Rev. Fergus 
Prendergast presided over the Mass 
-of Christian Burial. 

Bradley said he had met her 25 
years ago and they became fast 
friends. “I got in two or three ‘Mrs. 


 Buffett’s’ before she said, ‘Ed, you'll 


have to call me ‘Peets.’ 

Bradley was referring to the nick- 
name by which Buffett — the matri- ‘ 
arch of her family, including the 
singer Jimmy Buffett — was known to 
friends. ° 

More than 200 people attended, 
the Tuesday morning service, which 


lasted about an hour. Buffett, 82, who — 


_ had been in declining health for some 


time, died Thursday evening at 
Thomas Hospital in Fairhope. 

A Mississippi native, she spent 
most of her life in the Mobile area, , 
moving some years ago to Baldwin 
County’s Eastern Shore area 

The Tuesday gathering evoked 
memories of James Delaney “J.D.” 
Buffett, Peets’ husbandiof 62 years. 
On Tuesday, Prendergas t, who had 
presided over J.D.’s fu val i in May, 
spoke of the “human love” between | 
the Buffett couple as ani image of 


Please see Peets Page 3B > ‘ 


" BILL STARLING/Staff Photographer 


Ed Bradley, second from 
right, of the CBS News 
program “60 Minutes,” , 
leaves St. Lawrence 
Catholic Church in’ 
Fairhope on Tuesday — 
after delivering the eulogy 
for Peets Buffett. Buffett, 
who died Thursday, and 
Bradley were longtime 
friends. The man at right 
is unidentified. 
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Peets remembered 


»Continued from Page 1B. 


“Godly love.” 

Bradley recalled Peets’ love 
of learning — she went back to 
college after retiring from Ala- 
bama Dry Dock and Shipbuild- 
ing Co., graduating cum laude 
from the University of South Al- 
abama at age 64. He extolled 
her exuberance, telling Pre- . - 
ndergast, “Father, | don’t want 
to look like I’m making her a 
saint. She loved to throw good 
parties and, I can attest, to go. 
to.good parties.” 

Bradley told of a New Or- 
leans French Quarter restau- 
rant a few years back where 
Peets, dependent on a wheel- 
chair, was undaunted that a 
_ party took place on the second 

floor. “ ‘Ed,’ she said, ‘I’m going 
to trust you to get me up the 
stairs.’ ” } 

~ “Although it took her inde- 

pendence,” Bradley said of a 
stroke that she had suffered, “it 
didn’t take her zest for life.” 

_ He praised her conviction of 

racial equality in the era of “a 
different South.” , 
He added that Peets re-_ 
minded him of a line from one 
- of Jimmy Buffett's 'songs: “And 
- there’s that one particular har- 
bor, sheltered from the wind, 
where the children play on the 
shore each day, and all are safe 
within.” 

Bradley, a 23-year veteran of 
“60 Minutes,” noted that Peets 
had “not just a successful and 
famous son, but two daughters 
who charted their own course 
in life.” 

The son, James William “Jim- 
my” Buffett, the creator. of 
beachy pop classics like “Mar- 
garitaville” and “Cheeseburger 
in Paradise,” was silent in a tan 
suit with a yellow-design tie. 
Near him, his young son, Cam- 
eron, clutched a red rose for 
his grandmother. 

Daughter Loraine Marie 
“Laurie” Buffett McGuane, who 
trains horses in Montana, was 
next to her husband, Thomas 
McGuane, a well-known novel- 
ist. McGuane had delivered the 

. eulogy at the funeral for J.D. 
Buffett. 


The third and youngest ‘sib- 


ling, close. by, was Lucy Anne 
“Lulu” Buffett, who runs a 
south Baldwin County seafood 
restaurant, “Lulu’s Sunset 
Grill,” which Peet’s liked to fre- 
quent. In a Register profile in 
April, 2002, Lulu told how she 
had returned to coastal Ala- _ 
bama after years venturing far 
and wide in order to help.care 
for Peets after her stroke. 
Lucy’s daughter, Melanie — 
one of J.D.’s and Peets’ nine 
grandchildren and four great- 


a 


b) 
Peets’ 
philosophy 

The following are dated . 
December 2001 and were © 
handed out on cards at the 
Tuesday funeral Mass for 
Mary Loraine Peets Buf- 
fett, who died Thursday 

1. Read often, including 
the classics. - 

2. Accept everyone for 
who they are, not for what 
they do. 

3. Be well traveled. 

4. Learn to be a listener. 
-Shhhh! 

5. Live by the sea. 

6. Listen to your spirit 
and find joy. 

7. Education, like mon- 
ey, doesn’t make you hap-- 
py or successful, but it 
sure helps. 

8. Love AND family are 
the best things we have. 


grandchildren filling the pews 
— led a responsive reading of 
the 23rd Psalm during the serv- 
ice. 

The musical selections from 4 
the church’s hymnal, “Be Not : 
Afraid,” and “Let There Be 
‘Peace on Earth,” were comple- 


. Mented by an a capella render- 


ing during Communion of 


“Amazing Grace.” 


Later, when Ed Bradley fin- 
ished his eulogy, he listed’ 
‘Peets’ philosophy, including, 
“Read often, including the clas- 
sics,” “Accept everyone for 
who they are, not for what they 
do,” and “Love and family are 
the best things we have.” : 

As Bradley walked back to ° 
his pew he passed Peets’ cas-_ 
ket and laid his hand upon it, 
momentarily, in final farewell. 

Peets Buffett was buried at a 
private ceremony following the 
service. 
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starting at ICARPET CLEANING & SALES 
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James Delaney and Hilda Sey- 
mour Buffett, a brother, 
William Norman Buffett; and 
a sister, Catherine Reape 
Rappoport. Mg po 
Survivors include ay sons, 
Baxter ~, Lumpkin ©. of. | 
Pascagoula, and Mark (Vicki) a 
Lumpkin of Ocean Springs, | 
Miss.; ‘a daughter, Tricia (Lar. 
ry) Penton of Huntsville, Al 
one brother, J.D. Buffett 
Daphne, Ala.; eight’ grand- : 
children, Patrick Lumpkin, 
Angie Kennington, Aaron Pen-  |}* 
ton, Ryan Penton, Jonathan © 
Penton, Nicholas Penton,’ Jed‘ 
Lumpkin, and Allison Lump- 
kin; one great- -grandchild, 


Machpélal BY “ 
“In lieu, of fewer donations 
de to Senior Citi~2, 
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QO’ Bryant-O’ Keefe Fu era 
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BUFFETT 

William ‘“‘Billy’’ Buffett, 65, 
4409 Scarlet Oaks Dr., Gautier, 
died Saturday, Oct. 26, 1991, in 
Singing River Hospital. He was 
born July 16, 1926, in 
Pascagoula. Mr. Buffet was 
past commander of Pascagoula : 
V.F.W., lifetime member of the . 
American Legion, and member 
of Elks Lodge, Pascagoula. He 
was King of the Elks Carnival | 
Ball in 1978, was a U. S. Navy 
veteran of World War II, was a 
31 year member of the U. S. 
Merchant Marine, and was a 
retired Merchant Seaman. Mr. 
Buffett was also a member of the 
Marine Engineers Benevolent 
Association. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Captain 
and Mrs. J. D. Buffett. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Joyce Buffett, Gautier; one son, 
Richard Delaney Buffett, 
Gautier; two sisters, Patricia 
Lumpkin, Pascagoula, and 
Catherine Rappoport, Canton, 
Ohio; one brother, James De- 
laney Buffett, Daphne, Ala.; 
nieces; nephews; and other re- 
latives. 

Visitation will be tonight, Oct. , 
28, from 6-9 p.m. at 
O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral 
Home with an Elks Ceremony at 
7:30 p.m. 

Funeral service will be Tues- 
day, Oct. 29, at 11 a.m. in the - 
funeral home chapel. 
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areas, 


For information call: 
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BUFFETT 
Mrs. Hilda N. Buffett, 91, 1814. 
Parsley Ave., Pascagoula, died » 
Thursday, April 6, 1989, in 
Pascagoula. Mrs. Buffett was 
born Oct. 30, 1897, in Scranton, 
Miss., and was a lifelong 
resident of Jackson County. She 
was a retired homemaker and a 
lifelong member of Our Lady of’ 
Victories Catholic: Church. She 
was a ‘member, of the 
Homemakers Club of Bayou 
Casotte, the OLV Altar Society 
and the OLV Life. Mrs. Buffett | 
was preceded in death by her 
husband, Captain James D. 
Buffett. ‘ 
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ed 18 
great-children, one ee one 


“* Survivors are two sons, J. D. 


, Buffett, Daphne, Ala., and W. N. 


“Billy” Buffett, Gautier; two 
“daughters, Mrs. Roy (Patsy) 
:Lumpkin, Pascagoula, and Mrs. 
‘Jack (Catherine) Rappoport, 
North Canton, Ohio; a sister, 
Mrs. Blanche Spavin, Land of 
* Lakes, Fla.; seven 


« grandchildren; and 13 great- 


grandchildren.. 
Visitation will be Sunday, 


April 9, at O’Bryant-O’Keefe 


Funeral Home from 6-8 p.m. 
Rosary will be recited at 7 p.m. 

Funeral service will be 
Monday, April 10, at 10 a.m. at 


- Our Lady of Victories Catholic 


Church. ee 
Interment will be in 
Machpelah Cemetery. 
Arrangements by 


O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral 
Home, Pascagoula. 
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ROGERS ae: 

Marguerite Lucille Rog- 
ers, 77, of Pascagoula, Miss:,; 
died Tuesday, February 3, 
1998 in Pascagoula, Miss. She 
was born July 30, 1920 in Lau 
rel, Miss. and has been a resi+{ 
dent of Pascagoula for approxi 
mately 56 years. She was a 
member of First United Meth- 
odist Church in Pascagoula 
and Eastern Star. She was pre- 
ceded in death by her father, 
David Jonathan Vincent; moth-| 
er, Winnie Wilbur Vincent; two 
sisters, Joyce Buffett and Mar- 
ie Vinzant. 

Survivors include her hus- 
band, Elvin Rogers, Pascagou- 
la; son and daughter-in-law, 
David and Mary Anne Rogers, 
Mobile, Ala.; sister, Mrs. John- 
ny (Jeanette) McCaskill, Lau- 


rel, Miss.; four grandelileen) 
five nieces; and three nephews. 
Visitation will be Thursday, 
February 5, 1998, | 
p.m., at O’Bryant-O — Fu- 
ral Home, Pascagoula. ; 
n Puserel service will be Fri- 
day, February 6, 1998, 10:00) 
a.m., at O’Bryant-O’Keefe Fu-| 
neral Home, Pascagoula, with 
the Rev. Earl Greenough eal 
jating. ' | 
Semen will be in Jackson 
County Memorial Park, Pasca- | 
oula, Miss. 
. Arrangements by O’Bryant- 
O’Keefe Funeral Home, Pasca- 
goula, Miss. 


; 


BUFFETT ree 
Dorothy Joyce Buffett, 72, : 
of Gautier, Miss., died Tues-’ 
day, January 27, 1998 in Pas-~| 
cagoula, Miss. She was born on | 
July 15, 1925 in Laurel, Miss.‘ © 
and has been a resident of Pas- | 
cagoula for approximately 46 | 
years. She managed the floral | 
department at Jerry Lee’s in | 
Pascagoula She was a member | 
of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
in Moss Point, American Auxil- | 
iary, VFW Auxiliary, and Elks | 
Auxiliary. She was a past , 
queen for the Elks BPOE 1120 | 
and VFW. She was also a past 
duchess for many other organi- | 
zations. She was preceded in : 
death by her husband, William | 
M. “Billy” Buffett; father, Da- 
vid Jonathan Vincent; and 
mother, Winnie Wilbur Vin- | 
cent. | 

Survivors include her step 
son, Richard Delaney Buffett, : 
Pascagoula; sisters, Mrs. Elvin 
(Marguerite) Rogers, Pascagou- | 
la; Mrs. Johnny (Jeanette) 
McCaskill, Laurel, Miss.; nine 
nieces and nephews. 5 

Visitation will be Wednes- | 
day, January 28, 1998, 6:00- - 
9:00 p.m. at O’Bryant-O’Keefe 
Funeral Home, Pascagoula 
with Rosary at 6:00 p.m. | 

Funeral service will be 
Thursday, January 29, 1998, 
10:00 a.m., at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Moss Point. | 
with Father Dominick Fullam 
and Father Patrick Hayes offi- 
ciating. 

Interment will be in Machpe- 
lah Cemetery, Pascagoula, 
Miss. 

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to the Humane 
Society of the U. S., 2100 L. 
Street, NW, Washington, DC 
20037. 

Arrangements by O’Bryant- 
O’Keefe Funeral Home, Pasca- 
goula, Miss. 


Dorothy “Joyce” Buffett, 
72, of Gautier, Miss., died Jan- | 
‘uary 26, 1998. ..O’Bryant- 


“O'Keefe Funeral Home, Pasca- | 


Bases Bes Se ae le 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Buffett Family History 14 of 84 


Catherine B. Rappoport, 
73, of North Canton, Ohio,: 

. died Sunday, February 16, 
5° 1997 in Canton. She was bort!’ 


August 19, 1923 in Pascagou-*: : . 

la, Miss., to the late Captain } oo x 

James DeLaney and Hilda ® oe S havhee 
a Hom ‘Bryant-O' alec 


(Seymour) Buffett. She gradu-% 
ated from Pascagoula High J 
School and attended Mississip- 3 
pi Gulf Coast Junior College # 
and Tulane University. Mrs.” 
Rappoport was an executive | 
secretary with ABC/Paramount ‘ 
Gulf Theatre's in New Orleans 
during the 1940s and 1950s.’; 
She came to Canton, Ohio with ° 
her husband, Jack Rappoport™' 
and became the Canton Office 
Manager of Grant-Holladay | 
Construction Company, 
overseeing the Ohio and Ken- 
tucky Development Opera- 
tions. Catherine was a mem- 
ber of Little Flower Catholic 
Church. She was preceded in 
death by a brother, William 
Buffett and brother-in-law, Roy 

Lumpkin. = 

Survivors include. her hus- | 
band, Jack Rappoport; sister, ° 
Patricia Lumpkin, Pascagoula; 
brother, J.D. Buffett, Daphne, 
* yAla.; sister-in-law, sloxes Buf- 


recently. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
CATHERINE RAPPOPORT 


August 19, 1923 
February 16, 1997 
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BUFFET 


» Rappopor 
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The light of God surrounds 
Me, the love of God enfolds me, the 


Power of God protects me, the 


Catherine B 


Presence of God watches over 


“fett, Gautier; nieces ands 
nephews, Baxter Lumpkin, 
Tricia Penton, Mark Lumpkin, 
Jimmy Buffett, Laurie Mc- 
Quane, Lucy Buffett, Richard 
Buffett; numerous other rela- 
tives. 

Visitation will be held Fri- 
day, February 21, 1997 from 
9:00 until 10:00 a.m. at O'Bry- | 
ant-O'Keefe Funeral Home, 
Pascagoula, Miss. 

Funeral service will be held 
Friday, February 27, 1997 at 
10:00 a.m. from Our Lady of 
Victories Catholic Church, Pas- | 
cagoula, Miss. 

Interment will be in Machpe- 
lah Cemetery, Pascagoula, 
Miss. 

Arrangements by O'Bryant- 
O'Keefe Funeral Home, Pasca- 
goula, Miss. as 
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POITEVIN 

Ellwood Cowan Poitevin, 89, 404 
Lake Ave., Pascagoula, was dead on 
arrival at Singing River Hospital Tues- 
day, Dec. 27, 1977. Mr. Poitevin was 
born Aug. 15, 1888, in Moss Point and 
had been a resident‘of Pascagoula for 
85 vears. He was the former owner of 
Poitevin Brothers Shipyard and Sing- 
ing River Decoy Co., and also owned 
and operated Poitevin Marine Docks. 
He was a World War I Army veteran 
and amember of Our Lady of Victories 
Catholic Church. Mr. Poitevin was the 
son of the late Paul Marcelle Poitevin 
and Mary Isabel Flechas Poitevin and 
the grandson of the late Dr. Auguste 
Poitevin of Aix, France, and Palmes 
Poitevin of Pensacola, Fla., who were 
pioneer families of Pascagoula. 

Survivors are his wife, Mrs. Ozie 
Lennep Poitevin, Pascagoula; two 
sons, J. Marcelle Poitevin, Pas- 
cagoula, and Phillip A. Poitevin, Jack- 
son; five daughters, Mrs. Robert J. 
(Mary Virginia) O’Sullivan, Mrs. 
Anthony N. (Darla) Lawrence Jr., and 
Mrs. Manuel L. (Angela) Bosarge III, 
all of Pascagoula, Mrs. Wallace R.’ 
(Phyilis) Devers, Moss Point, and 
Mrs. Michael J. (Carol) Kilcher, 
Columbus, Ohio; one sister, Mrs. 
George (Camille) Rodriguez, Pas- 
cagoula; 23 grandchildren; and other 
relatives. 

Friends may call tonight, Dec. 28, 
at O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral Home 
from 6-9 p.m. Rosary will be recited 
at 8 p.m. Prayer services will be held 
Thursday, Dec. 29, at 9:30 a.m. from 
the funeral home chapel followed by 
Requiem Mass at 10 a.m. at Our Lady 
of Victories Catholic Church. The 
Right Reverend Monsignor James J. 
Hannon will act as celebrant. Inter- 
ment will be in Greenwood Cemetery 
with full military honors. 

Arrangements by O’Bryant-O’Keefe 
Funeral Home. 
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O’BRYANT-O’KEEFE 
FUNERAL HOME, INC. 


4811 Telephone Rd., Pascagoula 
Fails Funeral Service 
affiliated with 
Fails Burial Insurance 
Reserve-Security Ins. Co. 
Gulf National Life Ins. 
Roy T. O’Bryant, Pres. 


SEYMOUR 

Norman Hulbert “Tut” Seymour, 72, 
3911 Moffat Court, Mobile, died Satur- 
day, Dec. 24, 1977, at a Mobile hospital. 
Mr. Seymour was born April 15, 1905, 
in Pascagoula and had been‘a resident 
of Mobile for 20 years. He was retired 
from the maintenance department of 
the City of Mobile and was a member 
of Our Lady of Vigtories Catholic 
Church. a3 

Survivors are one brother, B. J. 
Seymour, Mobile; two sisters, Mrs. J. 
D. (Hilda) Buffett, Pascagoula, and 
Mrs. H. V. (Blanche) Spavin, Tampa, 
Fla.; and other relatives. 

Friends may call tonight, Dec. 27, 
at O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral Home 
from 6-9 p.m. ‘Rosary will be recited 
at 8 p.m. Services will be Wednesday, 
Dec. 28, at 2 p.m. from the funeral 
home chapel with the Right Reverend 
Monsignor James J. Hannon officiat- 
ing. Interment will be in Machpelah. 
Cemetery. ‘ 

Arrangements by O’Bryant-O’Keefe 
Funeral Home. 
ia 
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Rodriquez, 84, 606 Lake Ave., 


Pascagoula, died Thursday, Oct. 28, 
1982, at Singing River Hospital. Born 
March 10, 1898, Mrs. Rodriquez was a 
lifelong resident of Pascagoula. She 
was a member of Our Lady of 
Victories Catholic Church, 
Pascagoula. 

She is survived by her husband, 
George W. Rodriquez, Pascagoula; 
one son, George Edwin Rodriquez, 
Dallas, Texas; and other relatives. 

Friends may call from 7 to 9 tonight, 
Oct. 29, 1982, at O’Bryant-O’Keefe 
Funeral Home where Rosary will be 
said at 8 p.m. Funeral service will be 
held at 9:40 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 30, 
1982, at the funeral home chapel, 
followed by Mass at 10 a.m. at Our 
Lady of Victories Catholic Church. 
The Rev. Patrick McDermott will 
officiate. : 

Interment will be in Greenwood 
Cemetery, Pascagoula. 

O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral Home in 
charge of arrangements. 
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Floridian 
electrocuted 
accidentally 


OCALA, Fla. — A resident of 
this city whose parents are 
former Pas - Pointers was acci- 
dentally electrocuted Frida y 
afternoon while installing a mo- 
bile home, according to reports. 

Kenneth George Flechas, 19, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Jo- 
seph Flechas Sr., Ocala, was 
pronounced dead on arrival at 
a nearby hospital, reports show. 

Flechas had just completed 
his sophomore year at Florida 
State University. He was born 
Oct. 7, 1952. 

He is survived by his par- 
ents, a twin brother, Keith Jef- 
frey Flechas, and two younger 
brothers, Alfred Joseph Flechas 
Jr. and Eugene Duncan Flech- 
as, all of Ocala; a grandmoth- 
er, Mrs. .M. M. Flechas. Sr., 
Pascagoula, and several aunts, 
uncles and cousins in the Pas- 
cagoula - Moss Point area. 

Flechas’ mother is the former 
Myrtle Duncan of Moss Point. 
His father is originally from 
Pascagoula. 

Funeral services will be held 
at 11 a.m. Monday with a Folk 
Mass of the Resurrection at 
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church 
in Ocala. Arrangements are be- 
ing handled by Roberts Funeral 
Home in the Florida City. 
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FLECHAS 
Mrs, Louise Walker Flechas, 94. pass- 
ed away Tuesday, September 19th in 


Singing River Hospital. She was a re-|, 


Martin Flechas. 
‘Survivors are three son,s Ferdie W. 


and Miguel M. Flechas Jr. both of 
Pascagoula and Alfred J, Felchas of 
Ocala, Fla.; six daughters, Mrs. Con- 
dalaura Browne and Mrs. Anais Penola, 


both of Pascagoula, Mrs. Victoria), 


Beech, Laurel Ms., Mrs. Louise Lyons, 
Alexandria, La., Mrs. Lillian Lynch, 
Baton Rouge, La. and Mr. Mary A. 
Sheridan, Hayward, Calif.; one sister, 
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MRS. THEONE LAWSON, 90, / 
Ocean Springs. Arrangements/ 
incomplete at Howard Avenue 
chapel Bradford-O’Keefe 
Funeral Home. 

VERNUM H. ‘‘STEVE’’, 
BLUNK SR., 67, Vancleave. ' 
Service 10 a.m. Saturday at 
Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral 
Home, Ocean Springs. 


MRS. VICTORIA FLECHAS \ 


BEECH, 78, 1224 West 18th St., 
Laurel, Miss.,,formerly of 
Pascagoula. Arrangements in- $ 


complete. Memory Chapel, /, 
¥ 


Laurel, Miss. 
MRS. ANNIE KIRKLAND, 87, - 


Mrs. Alice. Tucei, Biloxi; one brother, 
* Walker, Pascagoula; 28 


Armand K. 
grandchildren and 11 great srandchil- 


ren. 

Friends may call tonight (Wednes- 
day) at Fails Funeral Home, Pascagou- 
la, from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. Rosary will 
be at 8:p.m. 

Prayer services will be from the 
Funeral Home, 9:45 a.m. Thursday 
morning, September 21t and Requeim 
Mass at Our Lady of Victories Catholic 
Church at 10:a.m. 

Interment will be in Krebs Cemetery, 


Pascagoula, 1 972 


Home, Moss Point. 
PATRICK ANORF 
infant son c 
irbara Ev 
ke Ap 
ves * 


F abc Pao = 

Funeral services are schedul- - 
ed for 10 a.m. Thursday for _ 
Mrs. Louise Walker Flechas, 94, © 
a life-long resident of Pasca- 


goulaa . . } --. §& 

Mrs. Flechas, wife of the late 
Miguel Martin Flechas, resided’. 
at 2917 Magnolia St. She is sur--~ 
vived by six daughters andl 
three sons: Mrs. . Condalaura: 
Brown, Mrs. Anais. Penola, Fer- 
die Flechas and Miguel M. Fle-|? 
chas Jr., all of Pascagoula;|: 
Mrs. Victoria Beech, ’Laurel;|- 
Mrs. Louise Lyons, Alexandria, |. 
jLa.; Mrs. Lillian Lynch, Baton 
Rouge, La.; Mrs. Mary A. Sher- 
idan, Hayward, Calif.; and Al-|- 
fred J. Flechas, Oscala, Fla.;|) 
one sister, Mrs. Alice Tucei of 


Ee 


Walker of Pascagoula; 28 grand- 


dren. 
Requeim Mass will be held 
Our Lady of Victories Cath- 
Churdh: with «interment in|~ 
Cemetery. “* ; 


RK 


Biloxi; a brother, Armand K.|"— 
children and 11 great-grandchil-| 


4118 Richard St., Moss Point. 
Arrangements incomplete. 
Robinson’s Friendly Funeral 


"NS 


OBITUARIES 


FLECHAS 

Ferdinand W. “Ferdie” 
Flechas, Sr., 88, of Pascagou- 
la, Miss., died Saturday, July 
18, 1998 in Ocean Springs, 


- Miss. He was a lifelong resi- 
- dent of Pascagoula and retired 


as a Dock Master from Ingalls 
Shipbuilding after 34 years of 
service. He was also, a master 
carpenter and boat builder. He 
was a member of Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church and a life 
member of Pascagoula Elks 
Lodge #1120. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. M. M. Flechas, Sr. 
and his sister, Victoria Beech. 

Survivors include his daugh- 
ter, Genevieve “Geno” Flechas; 
son, F. W. “Butch” Flechas, Jr.; 
step-daughter, Betty Cox; step- 
son, Wallie Cox, all of Pasca- 
goula; five sisters, Condalaura 
Browne and Anais Penola, both 
of Pascagoula, Louise Davy, 
Opelousas, La., Lillian Lynch, 
Baton Rouge, La., Mary Azalie 
Sheridan, Oakland, Calif.; two 
brothers, M. M. Flechas, Jr. 
Pascagoula and Alfred Flechas, 
Ocala, Fla.; four grandchildren 
and four great grandchildren; 
numerous nieces and nephews. 

Visitation will be Tuesday, 
July 21, 1998, 9:30-10:30 at 
O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral 
Home. 

Funeral mass will follow at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
at 11:00 a.m. with Father 
James Taylor officiating. 

Interment will be in Machpe- 
lah Cemetery, Pascagoula, 
Miss. 

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to Saltillo Mis- 
sion, c/o Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, P. O. Box 2190, Pasca- 
goula, Miss. 39569. 

Arrangements by O’Bryant. 
O’Keefe Funeral Home, Pasca 
goula, Miss. 
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POITEVIN 

Mr. O’Neil Francis Poitevin, 
76, 3678 Cumberland Dr., Moss 
Point, died February 29, 1992 in 
Moss Point, Miss. He was born 
September 26, 1915 in 
Pascagoula. He was a native of 
Pascagoula and a resident of 


: Moss Point for the last 27 years 
: and retired from International 


: Paper 


SRE ns, 


as maintenance 
Superintendant after 44 years of 
service. Mr. Poitevin was a 
member of Knights of Columbus 
and a past member of The 
Plumbing Board of The City of 
Moss Point. He was also a 
member of St. Joseph Parrish 
Catholic Church, Moss Point. He 
was preceded in death by his 


# parents, Eugene P. and Emma 


* 'T. Bishop Poitevin; 2 sisters, 


Mary Jeanette and Helen Rose 
Poitevin; 1 daughter, Betty June 
Poitevin Hughes. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Vivian Ruble Poitevin, Moss 
Point; one sister, Mrs. Lucille 
Bodden, Moss Point; five 
grandchildren, Debra Goff 
Frederic, Pascagoula, Thomas 
Ellvin Goff, Jr., Auburn, Ala., 
Donna Marie Christensen, 
Summerville, S.C., James H. 
Charlton, Jr., Gainesville, Fla., 
Deanne Rose _ Hughes, 
Pascagoula; nine great- 
grandchildren; one son-in-law, 
Alfred V. Hughes, Pascagoula; 
one brother-in-law, Bobby 
Holden. 

Visitation is tonight Mon., 
March 2, at O’Bryant - O’Keefe 
Funeral Home, Pascagoula, 
from 6-9 p.m. Rosary will be 
recited at 7 p.m. 

Funeral service will be Tues- 
day, March 3, at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church, Moss Point. 
Mass will be held at 10 a.m. with 
Father Hayes officiating. 


Interment will be in 
Macheplah Cemetery, 
Pascagoula. 


Arrangements by O’Bryant - 
O’Keefe Funeral Home, 
Pascagoula. 


TEVIN ; 
re Ozie (Lennep) Poitevin, 
74, 410 Lake Ave., Pascagoula, 
died Friday, May 9, 1986, at 
Singing River Hospital. Mrs. 
Poitevin was born July 12, 1911, 
in Escatawpa and was a lifetime 
resident of the county. She was a 
member of Jackson Avenue 
Baptist Church in Pascagoula. 
Mrs. Poitevin’s family was 
among the first settlers of the 
Escatawpa-Moss Point area. 

Survivors are two sons, Joseph 
M. Poitevin Sr., Pascagoula, and 
Phillip A. Poitevin , Camden, 
Miss.; five daughters, Mrs. 
Mary V. O’Sullivan, Mrs. Darla 
Lawrence and Mrs. Angela K. 
Bosarge, all of Pascagoula, Mrs. 
Carol A. Kilcher, Columbus, 
Ohio, and Mrs. Phyllis A. De- 
vers, Moss Point; one brother, 
Murray Lennep, Houma, La.; 
three sisters, Mrs. Bertice 
Forsman, Mrs. Christina Clark 
and Mrs. Mary Alice Edwards, 


all of Pascagoula; 25 
grandchildren and 5 great- 
grandchildren. 


Visitation will be from 6 to 9 
‘tonight, Sunday, May 11, at 
‘O’Bryant Funeral Home, 
Pascagoula, where Rosary will 
be recited at 8 p.m. Funeral 
serivce will be at 10 a.m. Mon- 
day, May 12, from the chapel, 


f 
t 
& 
with the Rev. Tommy Kendrick j 
and the Rev. John Burke of- } 
‘ficiating. : i 
Interment, will be in \ 
Greenwood Cemetery, 
Pascagoula. : 
~~ oe Re SPIRES 
OBITUARIES 
~FLECHAS — 


‘Mr. Alfred J. Flechas, 86, 
of Ocklawaha, Fla., died Feb. 
17,2002, at his home. Mr. Fle- 
chas-was an Industrialist, 
Inventor and Inn Keeper. He 
was born in Pascagoula, Miss., 
and .was a resident of Ock- 
lawaha, Fla. for 59 years. He 
was a member of Blessed Trin- 
ity Catholic Church. Alfred and 


yo et A et 


copenlpretpee 


a 
ROWNE 
: Allan Minor Browne, 90, 1007 Com- 
muny Ave., Pascagoula, died Sunday, 
Aug. 13, 1978, at his home. Mr. Browne 
was born Feb. 2, 1888, in Nairn, 4@., 
and had lived most of his life in Pas- 
cagoula. He was a retired accountant 
with International Paper Co., a 
member of Our Lady of Victories 
Catholic Church and the Knights of 
lumbus. 
pe rece are his wife, Mrs. Con- 
dalaura Flechas Browne, Pas- 
cagoula; his daughter, Mrs. Kay 
Marie Perez DeLeon, Mexico City, 
‘Mex.; nieces; nephews; and other 
‘relatives. ©. © O08 
e Visitation will be Tuesday, Aug. 15, 
at O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral Home 
“from 6:30-9 p.m. Rosary will be recited 
at 8 p.m. Prayer services will be held 
Wednesday, Aug. 16, at 10:30 a.m. at 
@’Bryant-0’Keefe Funeral Home fol- 
lowed by Requiem Mass at 11 a.m. 
from Our Lady of Victories Catholic 
Church. The Rev. Anthony Arguellas 
will officiate. 
- Arrangements by O’Brya 
Funeral Home. : 


t-O’Keefe © 


— 


Survivors include his wife of 3 
61 years, Myrtle Flechas of. 
Ocklawaha, Fla.; sons, Keith ‘| 
Flechas, Alfred Flechas, Jr, 
and Gene Flechas, all of Ocala, "& 
Fla.; sister, Anais Penola.“ 
Pascagoula; brother, Miguel ‘§ 
(Mike) Flechas, Pascagoula; sis: 
ter, Lillian Lynch, Baton™ 
Rouge, La.; sister, Lou Daves,# 

Opelousas, La.; five grandchil-: 


his wife, Myrtle, started the dren; and two great grandchil- "gs 
Flechbilt Handbag Factory on dren. mate Na 
Highway 200 in Ocala in 1948. : : Arrangements by Roberts" 
He was a charter member of ; Funeral Home, Ocala, Fla. '>* Aj ‘i 
the Civitan Service Club, hold-. ee oe 
er of Patent Number 1748, and | ie 

! developer of Dogwood Acres. 
Mr. Flechas was a WWII Army- 


Air Corp. Veteran stationed at, | 
Greenville Aviation.School..* $ 

He was preceded in death by 
his sisters, Condralaurd 
Brown, Victoria Beach, ‘Mar. 
Azalie Sheridan; brother, Fer-®, 
die Flechas; and son, Ke 


Flechas. 


nne' 
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SEM nay 15,0902 DuUfFFfer - 
Honor Mr. And 


Mrs. J]. D. Buffett 
With Dance 


A group of the. close friends 
of Mr. and Mrs. James D. Buffett 
1onored them at a dance at the 
Comet Club on last Saturday 
evening, as'a post-nuptial courte- 
sy following their wedding a few 
days before. 

Among those taking part on the 
evening’s pleasure were Mr. and 
Mrs. J: D. Buffett, Jr.; Miss Marie 
Boney (Biloxi), Mr. and Mrs. Ray 
Lumpkin, and Charles Hamilton. 
Others joined the group during 
the evening. 


Post-Nuptial 
Festivity For 
Newly-Weds 


| 

Among the several festivities 
centering around Mr. and Mrs. 
J. D. Buffett since their recent; 
marriage was a chicken dinner at) 
~ the home of the former’s uncle: 
and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Pelham, on Sunday last. 

The table was laid in. a shady 
spot on the grounds of the Pel- 
ham home in Gautier where 
|great platters of crisply fried 
chicken and other good things to 
{eat were temptingly displayed. 
The guests were confined to 
| members of the family connection 
jand close relatives. They were 
Mr. and Mrs. James Buffett, Jr.; 
Captain and Mrs. J. D. Buffett, 
Sr., and their family, of Pascagou- 
la, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Tew of 
Mobile, and Mr. and Mrs. Lump. 
kin, 


oop 
yw a 
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Marsaia and Monfalcone, Wood Ships, 
Were Built In Pascagoula In Old Days 


Bronwnn.cs of War Training 
to shipbuilding here, there are}; 
also plenty of old-time shipbuiid: 
ers and blue-water salts arounil. 


Among the latter is Capt. James 


~ CAR LY 


Buffet, Outfitting Dept. Jeade:- 
Man. | 
“Monfalcone” Built Here 


Capt. Buffet was in commund | oversized forecastle area due to 
last of the | broad spread of her bows. Marsala 


of the “Monfalcone”, 
.wood ships sailing from the wid! 
International Yard, which turneu 
out ships on the site of the - 
galls Yard during World War 
The “Monfalcone” 
ship of the five-masted barken- 
tine “Marsala”. 
Buffett says he took over the 
west of the site occupied now iby 


“T took with am: | 


the rigging loft. 


staff sergeant in the U. S. Aims | 
Air Corps.”: 

Office Boy Now on Hull 297 

“IT loaded my first cargo 
New Orleans for Mr. Andrey: 
Jackson Wiggins; who is now; 
known the world over. The of-! 
fice boy for 
Orleans was 2 young man by tie 
name of Ryan, who is now Ciiicl 
Officer of that fine Ingaiis-burili 
ship we knew us Hull 297. 

“T could tell you about a irop- 
ieal hurricane we ran into theee 
days out of New Orieans ther, 
was a beauty. but the good shis | 
behaved swell. and owe cans | 
through O. 14.” 

Pascagoula Boats Make History | 

A clipping trom us Havana pa- 
per of ibe time telis of the 
rival of the “Montamwone” reler- 
ving to her as “one of tne Jarge.. 
sailing vessels that ever entered 
the harbor of 2418 ton. 
displacement and Wilt: 
the largest cargo of tumber ever 
brought in a sailing ship to lx-j 


ab 


SH pods / Y, a 


as 


vana.” 
Then as now Pascagoula-buill | 
ships made history. : 


ee 


Along with the thousands of | 


schools who have recently turned: First World War, 


was a aie | Company at Pascagoula, Missis- 
“Monfalcone” in the old slip oo 


on that voyage my wife and bsliy | jittie. work was in prospect for 
—the baby, by the way, is now «:/ 


i 
1 
| 
my agent at ‘| 
i 
i 
i 


der command of Cuptain Oliver 


binost 


September 13. Mursuaia. like 
everything and everybody, was 
caught unaware. The winds 
raced and the waters of Long 
Island Sound surged into the har- 
bor. Everyone knows the ap- 
palling loss of life and property. 
Lighthouse suppiv siips, barges, 
yachts, towboats were piied in a 
hopeless hodge-podge across the 
vailroad ‘tracks and piers. But 
what of the Marsala? Of course, 
she dragged her anchors and was 
battered, but she eid not “aii. Her 
bowsprit and some of her lignt 
gear were carried away. 
Sails for More Trouble 
Swift repairs soon put her vight 
and on November 22 sic sailed 
with a crew of twelve and twenty 
}cadets for Norfoik. Site sailed. 
but only into more toubics. A 
gale struck her off Cape Cnharies. 
Since her radio was aut of service 
Captain Bohid nad to depend 
upon his glass for unticipation ol 
weather conditions in tne offing. 
To quole his own words “But 
the: glass was falling steadily in 
the face of the northesster ali 
aay T took in dil saits but 
then wll at once the wind struck 
ner.”.- She limped inio Norfoik 
with her masts and yards gunc. 
but stili dry beiow. The lust we 
heard of her, she was stili duwn 
-} Chesapeake Bay way, still carry: | 
ing on her work us the Ames ican 
j Nautical Academy. 
<Marsala’s brief 
are’ as follows: 


Marsala was one of those great 
wooden ships built during the 
under the en- 
couragement of the Emergency 
Fieet Corporation and later the 
Shipping Board. 

Like many ships built down in 
the warm waters of our South, 
sne was unusually Jarge, fairly 
well rigged and had a somewhat 


was of high freeboard and had an 
unusually heavy sheer. 

Marsala siid down tite ways of 
; tne Internationai Snip Building 


as 


vippi, us the City of Vicksburg 
in 1919. Like so many ships built 
under the Emergency Fleet 
supervision, she wasn’t ready. for 
sea until igng after hostilities had 
ceased in Europe. As a result, 


ner, As the days tengtiened 
into months she found. less to:do 
and after a few feeble “attempts 
ui trade. joined the countless | 
olner snips in the a feet. a5 
idi¢ vesseis. = 

The spring of 1936 fond Mar- 
sala moored in’ Kil Van ‘Kull 
noeng With olher barkantines oft 


tine same vintage Moifetta, the ADECITICAMONS 


odd City of Austin’ and- tire In- : 
fimous HH. W. “Brown. - Time Western and soutiern Tuniber 
i unnoticed as these ships | im her planking, decks, cre, oink 


cd. 
suk oun tne ud along wilh the | frames, 


pine decks, Bulit i 1919, 


aandsome. uld six snaster , Wyo- | designed and rigged as a five must 
henge tre smart Dustin G. Gressy | barkantine. She had four large 
Shai inane others whose names | ud two smalier hatches. Amer 
were cingned by wearer, con registry, * with home port in 
Mude Trainin« Shio Mew York. Registered 2.422 tous; | 
Then surprisingty ~Gne cool a} net. 2.173 tons, Measurenients: | 
inerning ins the spring of 1938} 284.3 feet long, 454 feet. 
Wisrocua: drifted in lo .anchor at | LTWC. ; 
Hew London, Connectietie. fier | Note: Effort was made recentiy | 


to Jacate ner huli ‘around Nor- 

foik, Newport News, ete., but no 

eauils und shining spurs. She must] One, seems to know about her, 

eve ude a handsome sight. or what finally became of her, 
More than one working vessel |-~-Reprinted through the courtesy 

that has had the good fortune to | of “The Rudder” ; 

au theuretical yacht has : 


hull glistening tative sun | 
tht. redressed wilh new white 


Lecome 


ifiaunted some pretiv handsome , 


sines with the aid of white paint! 
She arrived as u training stip un- 


Puri. She spent the summer 

wre while efforts were made to, 
induce more young men into ie 
uit uf snip operation. = 

‘The warm surnmer passed, Mart 
ala basked in the sunshine and: 
:njoyed a. pleasant existence <¢ 
‘he object of much curiosity. Then} 
suddenly and without warning 
New England experienced its 
devastating hurricane on 
P2/1@ 


AULA VAS 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Buffett Family History 20 of 84 


- Ye fie. ana) 3 

{ é v ni postpe 

set Itsyan (ea ay be Salone: t 
nore ier : See be Ded sw 

_. | birth of her. father,’ Becki: ety wa ome of 

: +] Bridges, at*his home’. rede J Jack} bothi oo) ort 

“Mrs. Julius. Mellwain, “and son] son during. the. weekend. 5?) eets,” 


was moved home last, week. 


caldecit ‘ . odd Pagid ; 
wy “President™ vtesno Sree Tommy. And : Miss: Marilla Folsom springy hala fa ine pelt des ay re eect pls 
President © Yr. motored ito Brewton, Ala:, Friday] « Paul. crane’ Tate ay rie omen nina ae ‘Mra Mrs. ‘ 
the: home of his oarentasDr d ence tees 


e Nao ¥olsom. was return- 
g after. a\ three-weeks’’ visit | Mrs. '\J..C,.Crane during, the: w ‘they<'" 
with’ Mrs. Méfwaih, who js her | ly. part of the week. Lt. the sata se a owine 
niece, and other members of the | who is. ‘in thé: medical, sone inidlge, Tenn Tt 


family yes —the-army, was 
: ‘from:* Baltimore,’ “where: hex 
formerly at’ Johns-Hopkins; 


ce-President 

AT, Ass’t Vice-President 
2G, Jr, Ass't Cashier 
KATHERBURY;~Ass't-Cashier—— 
TON, -Ass't. Cashier 
{cLEOD, Ass’t Cashier 


ct, Eee Me Qa ye 


Mr dnd Mps: Virgil moved Sat- 
urday into the résidence that ‘they'] San: “Antonio: -where, he’, W, bin tA 
ibought:gome time's ago and. which | stationed ‘and whére. he will, be: ‘Misp nave: been 


Vices mM: rengvabing. It Joined Jatér-by- -Mrs:-Cranes days followings 
“ was formerly. ‘the property of Mr.]~ = rseys spthe san 

and’ Mrs. ‘Graham ‘Hollister: and o Guiehts. in ‘the: ‘howe of “Mysand, Ripraton, Bobb 

St 


is on- “genesis! Ee * raed Mrs.#*A“ Ws: ‘Ezell: sare--their-s0m.t- EY: 
ws ot. Major ‘James: Vertion “Ezell ote 
“There. "will! ‘bes an: important wife and baby. ¢ ‘daughter, Cynthia 98 Creole. 
‘meeting of-the Woman’ eAU r= will-remain: here=VeEr ing (223 isa 

‘to the ; Pascagoula’. post of the future plans. ‘Major :Ezellreceivs, ee me p: 
‘American, ‘Legion“Thursday-even~ ed -his-release-from--the~service;47 te Tucker atrost 
ing, April 11, at 7:30." A full at-| March’6 ‘at’ ET Paso, aaah a Mca 
tendance is urged, . It will be:held | have: “been®: ‘visiting— in “Cherok 
at- the: Odd.-Fellows hall,on: Krebs Towa, since: thal time:.. 
— ; = 


ess “ PASCAGOULA 


: $e: 

a | Miss Lela Moore slaiis to de 

oh bertomrs = ~~~ for her home at Hazelkurst: during’ ‘Had- the: nasire: Suni 

PSOE -.-| the- weekend, .aftet a. vain ie {ngs Of: sue ale 
°-Mr-and- Mrs. Roy= Williamson: | home—of—her- sister, ~Mrs.: ‘MeL, a 

ven ‘datighter- apent-the: ‘weelc-witn: Ce Cagle: af 

relatives: in’ Haseiessare, Ea 


| Congo-: who ~her= epee 
nap fen es in’ the wilds: ae ‘Alsen: Me eh ie a 


an D. Buffett: 

‘Mrs. M. M. “Watkins of: Handa. from: Norfolk; SN "e Say ae 8 ere | guests: of Mrs 
boro,. Miss.,: was a: guest ; “Tuesday. of ° “the; sweek ii sand: stopped. oer: and: family, “for sévert 
of Mr, and: Mrs:;Jv<A, Rollins |for a visit’ ‘home beforé® going to}: 
and: visited, with! other. Aree ~] Newt Orleans for assigrimen 


sad nother ship. ‘He | } iad taken 


ae x 
they’ ‘are’ with 
re family’‘at 


month: of sérvice' ad gunne ay 
vith’ ‘the ‘Unitéd" States’ eNady: ‘in [wei 


~.| the?-Pacific.-area, this: will: bring ‘ ‘ ‘ 
BS all the mien*of ‘the, fainily J ack” ‘to'| Sunday; “attee which Shee vial re 
America as IND. Buffett-receiv- f ends in Mobile, weve te hogs a: 
ed his.discharge.in April _Willtamn t evening. Serre ey 
‘Bulfett arrived iast-week. = aaa es 
ancisco “and ; “expects: to: recei ive Major Robert iS a “Walton. ‘ars 
release from the’service s ved Home: "Monday evéning after | aire 
ection ne Will-re- avi =-his=<ischarge +. 


Lynn ‘Hooper were visitors to Mo> |. 
bile ago et 


‘ et } A 
“Mrs. Ja: Avent ‘and re. J.T 


Bishop “were. visitors. to — e 
We dnesd Re aENCE ES 


—“Mrs: Rg? Felton will ‘ead ve 
tele at eee ae SoeS <in 


‘time;th' 


. | Walton. Mogtade Jats 
D.2C.zfor-a vist with 
[man... William... Colm¢ : 
ilv: and. with his’ niece, Spo men Vit-. 
ginia } Howell who has:just under- A la., 
: gone .. ig. Berio “Dperalion en -durin 
also. visited, - with: Ajs_ daughter, | se" 
Miss:: Barbara, who:.is.-attending| * 
the Alabama- “Polytechnic. “ansti- | 
tute at Auburn.. »Mrs., Walton 

A. joined- -him-atrMobile-where-thoy: 4.major-g 
have_returned__from _a._motor quefield, who’ .was. down. from. spent ‘Several: days” Baldi 2 sar is- ‘now el ont 
trip to Greensboro, Ala., where Per jnston Junior. college: for ajdr Wa ton expects: SETIVE OVETYs— 

thev ‘wiaited with the latter’s l+né wraaland tha’ familes fanmnad MELE. we ices ea erigealy Dit PNET SEANG 


a) Maty: Syigestoy: ‘daughte & 
of; Colonel--and—Mrs.::C...W. -Syl=.and: Mrs; -R.! ‘BeSMcllwéin. for: De-. 
vester;-Pensacola;Flay-was.a guest. troite:-While- there.they.expect.to. 
of Dottie Mixson while her par*’ visit. *points : ‘in'yCanada‘ and other 
ents “Viatted - friends i -Pasca~ places—of—in —interest--_They' ‘made 
goulay scdens Se om 5) js adanosate the*trip- > by-plane.: sea Ee Fy eae hes 


. Miss Duverynne. “Watts is visit- Mae: and-Mrs; OA? “Sinquetieta 
ing friends om San Satanis, Tex. have as guests, the former's moth- 
i er, Mrs. A. R, “Sinquefield of 

Ma ands were store “Crabtree: Laurel;-Miss;—-With=O:—-A=-Sin 
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Walk, de dd, s2od & Castel 


oe GUILLOT, Aas't Cashier 


i Perms, “Moss Point Bank 


_PUrFeH 
_ «MOSS POINT... 
Social Events i. 


Mrs. Renfro and Mrs, Duhe's par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Martin. 


Mrs. A. P. McArthur, Mr. and 
Mrs. John McArthur and “daugh- 


tier and Mr an Mrs. J. E. Quinn. 


Miss Mary "Guest returned to 
New Orleans Tuesday, to resume 
her duties as member of the staff 
of the Ocaghner Clinic after a 
Christmas visit with her parents, 
Mr. and’ Mra, Ww. R. Guest. 


Guests , in the, home of Mrs. 
Ruth Koval: ‘during Christmas 
were her, son-in-law. and_daugh- 
ter, Mr. and,Mrs. Ferron M. Bry- 
an and their: son, Randy Grego- 
ty of Pe acola, who joined Mrs, 
Koval’s son}:'Master Sergeant R. 


TS: Kovarwho ts home on-a15-day 


furlough. \|Sergeant Koval. is sta- || 
tioned at thé:main department of |! 
distribution of war dead of. the|! 
U.S. MarineiCorps at ‘Menphiel 


[ 


i 


ie 


‘of the library of Loyola universi- 
‘ty at New Orleans, is spending the 
‘holidays with Mrs. N:. 8, Mc- 
ai and the , Misses Jonte. : 


(i Miss—Jane_Herting—is/among , 
the students at Ole Miss who will 


kas guests Guring Christ 
the weekend the la’ 
:G. T. Catledge and her sister, Miss 
| Lena Catledge, They were joined 
‘for the weekerid by. Mra. Gene 
W..Clark and children, Gene, Jr., 
‘Charles ‘and Linda 
Mrs. Clark is. a daughter. at. Mr. 
and: Mrs. Willis.” ° .. 


Burrgu 


Bunty “Buffett, ‘son- of--Captain 
d Mrs. J.D. Buffett enjoyed 
Christmas ‘holiday at nome 


father, 


df: Gulfport. fiocked‘in New Orleans. However 
te. expects_to leave next week 
vith’ Japan’ as the ship's probable 
festination. Mr. Buffett is a mem- 
ot the Mer Merchant Marine.” 


‘Mrs, 3 D J. D, Buffett wai ‘w visitor 


} Allen Dyson, who is on the staft 


tor, Mary-Day, and Miss Ella Mc- 
Arthur, , spent, 
“ with-Mr-and+ 
Tin and other latives-jn-Mobil ; 


Mr. and Mrs.) M. E, Britton and 
| daughter, Helen, of Clearwater, 
_|Fla.,_ spent Christmas with Mr. 

and “Sirs. [om V. Bitton, : 


man fell from a table on |which 
she was standing to change a 
light; she suffered severe bruises 
tal was badly shaken Sym the 
ea Dp ioe sins seas 


McGrath, Miss Dorothy Jonte, and 
Allen Dyson. ‘motored to Mobile j; 
Tuesday where Mr. Dyson went 
ona visit to Spring. Hill college. 


The -remainder--of- the--party_re- promt 


turned home’ that afternoon.; : 


Christmas Day | Friends of Mrs. C.-P. Seaman where he is second in command. 
3. Andrew Cot-| will-be sorry to-hear-of her, acci-|- fe 
-dent-on Christmas Eve—-Mrs.-Sea- esdames\T.G. Kell and NS. [ 


‘er, Miss, Miriam for Mt. Olive 
where the ‘former ° will’: visit{mas Day by the Reverend. Arthur 


friends’ From’ Mt. :'‘Olive=Miss epee 


Guests in t3e: home. of Mr. , 

‘Mrs. H. A. Pailsytov: ther Chri: 

-mas holidays were Dale and:An- 

drew Gautier, Mr,-end*Mrs, Har- 

ry Smith of New Orleans and -Mr. 

! and -Mrs. Floyd McCray’. of Mu- 
' bile. 


! 
9 “Misses Joyce, ana ‘and Joan 
‘Nelson were, visitors to gt 
Monday. 
> Paige West Bt Mecchee,, Ark. is 
enjoying a visit” here with his 
‘unt, Miss Mary McFarland and 
‘with: a number ot friends. . 


“Me: ‘and Mis. M. L. Galloway, 
former residents: here, have’ re- 
turned to this-city'té make their 
home where they are being wel- 
‘ comed ‘by a: number of friends. 
“Mr. and Mrs.'Galloway. are mak- 
; Hi | ing'their home at 802 Main street. 


“Mr. and Mrs.~ icscee- Bitte 

- and -son; George, and daughter, 

| Celeste, of Mobile, were guests of 

Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Fitzner and 
family Sunday.- 


|Miss Helen Price to Mississippi 


oMr,,and Mrs. Willlam iN rtht 
of Uriah, Ala., obi the Christ.| 
mas holidays in the home lof Mr. 
and Mra. C. P. Seaman... 


- The following college students 
will leave this week. to. resume 
their studies after. spending the 
holidays in their homes: |Misses 
Margie and Maggie Ruth Thomas, 
M. S. C. W.; Bill Thomas to Mis- 
sissippi “'State; dack .and Tom 
Dickson to Ole Miss. and, Miss 
Lois .Dickson,’ student nurse, to: 
Touro Infirmary'in New Orleans; 


orn” He 
im Hegwoo fen ‘for gs fos, Hats] 
ucsbaig od 4; att wen ig 
studies . at Stisiestopl “Bon Southern 
college after'spending Christmas 
with his parents, Mr. and_Mrs. T. 
G.. Hegwood sat their home on}: 
River Road. 


Anita Fay, returned Sunday from |j 


spent Christmas with Mrs. Tew's 
mother sad ‘other. relatives. 


Southern; Glenn Torres to the 
University of . Alabamaj; and 
Charles Torres to Perkinston Jun- 
for College; Miss Shirley! Elkin |: 
and Miss Claire Seidenspinner to 
M.S.C.W.; Miss Joyce Nelson to 
Lindenwood college. in: St. 
Charles, Mo.; .Misses Marlynn 
Marre and Edre Mays to Perkins- 


tion to the. 


with heatggartass it’ Mobile. 


Mrs. Leo te Bufkin returned 
Sunday from Fayette, Miss.; 


1 1 Stinday -willmark the ‘seeitere 
‘of W. W. Robinson and his. daughs 
iter, ‘Miss Bétty Jean, . 
'where the latter will resume: 
istudies at. Mississipbl.: College. mas 
They will be. accompanied’),by 
Miss: Betty.. Sinquefield who: is 
_. Mrs. Velma, Tew and daughter, pelea. attending’ th.college. oe: 


i 

Calhoun City, Miss., where they spent Christmas Eve and Day ‘in|: 
{Lyman as guests of the former's 
‘brother, F. Herman, Ahrens, an 
‘ Friends/o! Warren B. Seely will | family. 
be" pleased ‘to. Jearn of his promo- ‘of’ being with their niece, Mrs. 
post of traveling ac-|-Oliver‘Clark, Mr, Clark and chil- 
countant for "he L- &-+N, Railroad |dren, aPtty ‘and Mitti¢’ Richards 

: lot Los Angeles, and Mr, and: Mrs. 
Robert Whittaker, Jr.,--and ; Mrs. id 
a ‘Whittaker who drove over| - 


¥ iF Herman 


sien LThey 


shag acges mam 
aarday.. 


Vo pete nd’ 2299: 4 


family: ircle complete eg sariste 
mag’sitheir son:and daughter-in- 
tor :Clinton,|law,.Mf<and: Mrs,’ H: .M. Shepard 
her |cameffom Tampa .to. spend Christ- 
and’ the weekend with 
them and. Mrs, Shephard’s sister, 
Mis¢jAimee’ Davis came from 
2 | New, rleans to visit with them 
‘after the-New_¥ 


Marguerite Briggs is spend- 
‘the holidays. in Birmingham 
é she is a guest inthe home 
brother and. sister-in-law, 
nd Mrs. Charles | . Briggs, 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Wesley Ahrens ; 


wk 


e, pleasure,| oft 


‘They had- 


ssse Joyce “Olsen: ‘and Stella 
e and. Robert Fox ‘and Luke 

“of Mobile’ spent. Saturday 
ascagoula as guests of Miss | 


Ahrens. 


ton-Junion college;-Bart DeLash- pase 
met, Mike Pressnos, Everette: and 
Joe Harper, “Dynamite” Fatra- 
gut and Bobby McIntosh jto Ole 
Miss; Miss Barbara Watts to 


Pests in the home! 
of Mrs. C.A.\Carrier have been 


Tunica, Miss, who remained with, 
her over New)\Year. While here 


a 6, i 
u 


Mr.-and- Mrs. ‘Elchue: Denton “of |! 'burg, Pa., where ‘they “spent 
Christmas 


Southwestern in Memphis; and 
Miss Margarite Colley to the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. i 


Gordon ~ Hass returned | this” 


week from'a visit with his par- 
}ents in Fairfield, Ala. & 
n -en- 


Milton Peterzell has 
joying a visit: with relatives in 
Nyack, N. Y. , it 


_-Mrs. J.C. a 
down from Mt. ‘Oliye and!was a 
Christmas dinner guest of Mr. and 
pits: G. A. Graham... | 


A family reunion in the {home 
of Mr..and Mrs. J..D. Lowe on 
Christmas Day included Mr. and 
Mrs. Lewis Dailey and Miss Ann 
Dailey, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Lowe and daughter, Martha Jean, 
Mr. and Mrs..Alvin Thomson and 
Mrs. M. A. Thomson, all of M 
tbile, 4 . % : I ; 
_W.M. Dutton, general Manager 
of the Mississippi Export Railroad 
was moved home Tuesday! from 
the, Jackson County - hospital 
where he was under treatment for 


‘ \ Dottie Mixson of Baton Rouge, 
= | is enjoying a-visit with her grand- 
a eal sme B. 


Mrs. Nichols -Viner ot coh 
bus,’ Ohio, is visiting her moth- 
er, Mrs. Lila Blumer. Mrs. Viner 
-and Mrs. Blumer. have deen visit- 
“ing relatives this week in Gulf! 

{ Port, and New Orleans. 


— Mr..and Mrs..Walter Bader. and 

« daughter, Sue, enjoyed the holi- 
‘days with ‘relatives in New Or- 
Jeans and Baton Rouge. 


Mrs: ‘G. H.. Barnes ‘and: Mrs.’ 
Jim. Willilams of Prentiss, Mrs. 
|, Lawrence Blount of Collins have 
‘returned. to their homes ‘after 
' spending the holidays with Mr. 
(and Mrs. F. G. Spann, Jr. Ba 


fi Mr. and Mrs: Riissell Flinn 

! retufned to their home in Green- 

#| ville, Miss., Tuesday, after spend 

2 i ‘ing the-holidays with Mrs.-Flinn's 
“‘c' parents, Dr, and Mrs"R, C. Eley. 


Miss. May. McInnis has return- 

lin from ‘a visit with her sister, 

» Mrs. Rachel McGruder in Stark-| broken ankle following|a fall 

ville, Miss, 0 on Saturday, Dec. 19. Mr. Dutton 
Bae: | adie aaa ee inns no 

—l!“Beverly A Boyett ot tampa, w-well on..the rbad |to_re- 

{ Fla, R. W. Boyett and R: W., Jr, 

' of. Jackson, and )H.; W., Jr., of 

i!) Jackson and Dr. L D. Boyett of 

| Kentwood, La.,,.returned to’ their |. 

| Homes last week after a visit with 

i Mr,:and Mrs._Jobn Boyett | and, 

; Mire George Boyett. Pte 


i i Mr. and Mrs. W. W, Jenkins and 
| children. of Austin, Texas, after 
a) visit in the hame of Mr. and 
3 Mire. J. To Rentro lett for: their 
Home in Austin. Mr. and Mrs, 
' Mach Duhe of Baton Rouge, were 


i iss “Sackle £ Neibon entertained 
with an iced drink party ‘in her 
home-Saturday-in honor -of: Misa 
June Peterzell. honoree was 
presented with @ bottle of per- 
fume. Iced~drinks and canapes 


Joyce “Armistead, : = 
Franklin, Edna Khayat, Pat Haw- 
kins, Laura M.'\Mays, Marly Mc- 


guests in the home of Mr.- Sere x ae ama: eal a family 


I he =F . i 


bd ¢ ' Oe ane aa j 
i 

at 
wl 


: visit her. son’and his family. after 


Mrs: Denton;has been: the center. 
of much igtormal entertaining. . 


sippi. State . College .for, Women, 
who have/added to the social life 
of Pascagoula through the holi- |} 
days are Misses Vivi Moore,’Mary 


Evelyn Eubanks, Mamie Pittman, |'88 guest, this, week_a schoolmate 
Rita Joyce'Krebs, Carolyn Vann |from Ursaline Academy: at. New, 


;Orleans.- She is Miss Ethel Lang- 
turn to-their studies at Columbus |ienstein and will visit with her un- 


and Martha Anne Bishop who re- 


“ures 


i: 


Jr. and moth ; 
-—Among- ‘the- girls—trom—Misela~ sthelis re int aD l 
cheer and friends. ro |: Birming~ ~ 


i 


. Evelyn Briggs :at the home 
parents 5 Mr. and. Mrs. ea 


rned_;Saturday from_.Canons-: 


with s relatives and 


| Organs ‘were visitors in the.home 
‘Scheffler’s “brother _and 
-In-law, Mr. cael aon 


a, é arta "and son; Ed- 

wad, former summer* residents 
Miss Marie Evelyn’ Briggs has] of (Pascagoula. ‘were. over .from 
Ne Orleans for a few hours visit 
- with. old: friends ; Friday.:- Mrs. 
Matin ‘rrequently returns to Pas- 
Lcapula_but this is the first-time 


CJ. Christian and sot begets 


Seo d 


Jan. 
Mr.: ‘and Mrs, J. D. "Buffett; Jr., 


of Washington, who has been their 


guest, spéntiChristmas Day in the} 


rs; Buffett's -brothe?- 
‘sister, Mr. and Mrs, 
ts at Gulfport, Mr. 
and Mrs.’ Buffett and Jimmie re- 
turned home. that’ night but’ Mrs> 
Peets wention to New Orleans to 


(Mrs. , lerman Craven 
of “Alligator, "Miss. divided” a 
Christmags, visit with the latter's 
brother; and sister-in-law, Mr. and 
Mri J. G. Leatherbury, and ather 


* : @iaests’ in home of Mr.-and} 
Mrs.-B; Ji: Dick, Jr. werd, Mrs. 
Dick's 
Mr. and. -Mre—Carl Camp’ 

Qxnard who spent Dec, 22 with 
them before, going to Canton- 
ment, Fla. to visit his parents, 


and family,‘ ‘including Mrs. Buf- [i 
fett's mother,'Mrs. Bessle Pects Li: Mrs: Nelson McGrath’ and. son, 
5 h ackie, came over from Mobile to City 


til” Sunday. when_ they, bo artin 
turn’ to their studies ‘at the ten pen or: before | the war, ' 


brother and: sister-in-law, |' 
hell of |' 


Mr. and.;Mrs. Campbell. On/}} 


Christmas | \ Day, they ‘were. joined 
there by Mr, Mrs. Dick and 
daughter, Nang Lois, to. attend 


Te- 


sire ee Fe Pies od Mas Viow 


letbadnier, meer Monday trom 
He, Ala. » where, sthey at- 


- We Still Hve A Goa! Goel Selection ‘ae 4 
DRESSES, : COATS, ‘SUITS; ‘HATS | 


ALL: DRASTICALL} 


* Heh 


: HURRYI: These Won ts 


—“COWANS. an 
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/ham entertained a 
The Pelham‘ home in Gautier 


was the ‘setting for ithe Beis 


‘dinner wa: 
Buffet’s né 


ec] nd 
Pn Fins ‘Tew of “Mobile; and 
Mr. and. Mrs. rs, Pelham. #¥7 7 ee 
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A Winning 


By LEE HAUG 
Press Register Reporter 

What does a young man 
with musical talent do today to 
launch a career? A good be- 
ginning is to sign a contract 
with a Nashville music com- 
pany, and that is just what 
Jimmy Buffett has done. 

Jimmy has been singing 
since his freshman year in 
college, and has had quite a 
bit of success, He has sung not 
only on his college campus, 
Mississippi Southern, but also 
in New Orleans, Biloxi, and 
Mobile. While singing here, 
Jimmy ‘met a _ Mobile 
songwriter, Milton Brown, 
who took him to Nashville and 
introduced him to the people 
at Russell-Cason Music Co. 
They had him cut a demon- 
stration session, liked what 
they heard, and sent him the 
contracts, which he signed 
last week. 

In addition to his music 
contract, last week Jimmy 
acquired another asset, his 
new bride, the former Miss 
Margie Washichek. Mobilians 
will remember Margie for her 
activities as Miss USS Ala- 
bama, Azalea Trail maid, and 
Gayfer’s Teen Board model. 
Margie says that her friends 
have tagged her as Jimmy’s 
“number one fan,” and she 
explains her role in her hus- 
band’s career this way: 

“[’'m fairly critical, so Jim- 
my plays his songs for me 
first and I tell him what I 
think of them. But of course, 
his word is final. I also lend 
him moral support, believing 
that he is very talented, and I 
have all the confidence in the 
world that he will be a great 
success in the field of music.” 

As for his music style, and 
the purpose he hopes to 
achieve, Jimmy says, “My 
music is contemporary, along 
the line of John Hartford and 
Joni Mitchell. I would like to 
project a message that people 
will listen to and think about. 
And today, Nashville has be-. 
come the center of the re- 
cording industry; I have al- 
ways had intentions to go, and 
I am very excited that Rus- 
sell-Cason is there.” 

So Jimmy Buffett will busy 


ALL SET FOR NASHVILLE—Mr. 
and Mrs. Jimmy Buffett, Mobile 
newlyweds, will reside in Nashville 
where Jimmy has a contract with 
Russell-Cason Music Co. Mrs. 


-himself in Nashville with 


writing and recording the mu- 
sic he enjoys most while his 
pretty young wife aids him 
with her encouragement and 


gurreit 


Monday, July 21, 1969 


confidence. With Jimmy’s tal- 
ent and Margie’s enthusiasm, 
it’s hard to doubt that some 
day soon Mobile will see his 
face and name on record al- 


MOBILE PRESS—3-C 


Team 


Mobile Press Register Photo By John T. Watts IT 
Buffett is the former Margie 
Washichek, Mobile’s first Miss 
USS Alabama, and an Azalea 
Trail Court scholarship winner. 


bum covers, and perhaps 
even watch him perform on 
television. 

It’s not easy to beat a win- 
ning team. 
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’ has a new record out, 


GOOD NOTICES: 


. Billboard said, 


ADUTTCU SUISERS, by rueetiy 


Way To Pop In Nashville 


When Jimmy Buffett, 
former Mobile singer, married 
Margie Washichek, former 


Mobile beauty, and went off to 
Nashville to seek fame and 
fortune it was just a matter of 


time before the big break. 


came. 
‘Undoubtedly it is at hand! 


Jimmy, who had quite a- 


following among the young in 
Mobile for the past few years, 
“The 
Christian?” 

Co-written by Jimmy 
Mobilian Milton Brown, “The 
Christian?” has provoked 


‘some controversy since its re- 
lease on the Barnaby Label - 
> by ge leg Records, a a 


wecks ba 


It has received soa notices 


Los 
board’s New York publica- 


’ tion, Nashville trade papers 


and a copy of Chuck Gra- 
ham’s (Los Angeles) Weekly 
Report. 

Special _Merit "Spotlight in 


“will probably be the left- ° 


aoe and one im Los Angeles, - 


widely known for his musical + 


from the critics, and is get- - 
ting excellent play in Seattle, . 
Angeles, Denver and. 
/ Nashville according to Bill-. . 


.and “Liltle “Green Apples” | 
with Bobby 


ords, that’s the Andy Williams “folk musicians he nas hac ro 


label chicfed here by Mike ‘formal musical training, wilh’ 


Shepherd. Single by Buffett ‘the exccption of one college 

* course he termed “too much 
fieldest thing you'll hear for a theory and not enough feel- 
moon or two called ‘The ing.” 


eg oo from the a entertainment business. Jim- 


ord which \ was recently =. crowds at times, 
Hit of the Week of two radio ~~ 
: FOLK GROUP 
stations, one in Roanoke, Va. oy Before the Mobile ap- 


Not only was “The Chris-: pearance he was a member of 


tian?” co-written by two Mo- — 
bilians, but produced by Tra- : 
vis Turk, another ex-Mobilian - 


Nashville. bon Street night club in New 


one-night stand wang the” 


‘Orleans as well as at various . 


Christian” — co-written by Jimmy credits hotel manag- 
+, Milton Brown.” i _ “er Frank Taylor with giving . - 
:., Mother, Lorain Bullet, him his first real break in the 


a folk group from USM who . , 
played for a 13-week engage- ° 
ment one summer at a Bour--_ 


ON. OG 


acumen having produced . : te 3 
inners - Shortly after ettings aie ae, 
Grammy _ wil Honey” » sien chica caaetiens te ae 


-ie who had just received her’ 


Jimmy ee a “the” " degree from Spring Hill Col-. | 


“music beg” until colllege 
days. He was born in ae a Bea 
goula, Christmas Day, 1946. ° en Nashville. 


Jimmy got a job as staff: 
cc Rage ee wn writer for Billboard Magazine 


. and eventually carned a by-' 
Sisters include | Mrs. line with that publication. 


’-vocal workout, Could make at 


' quoted as saying: “One of the | 


.Travis Turk are producing a 
single and album by the guy 
using mostly (if not ALL) his 
own stuff for Barnaby Reec- 


Hume II and Lucy Buffett of 
lobile,. * 
After 


“Strong debut 
out of the Nashville scene is a 
potent piece of material with 
a biting lyric line and a top 


graduation . 


‘. where he learned a few guitar: 

chords from a fraternily * 
brother, 

Young Buffett transferred ° 
to USM and graduated from . 
there in 1962 with a B.S. in © 
history. ~ 

Most of his. leisure hours ; 
_and a good many working 
hours were devoted to play- 
ing, singing and writing con- 
temporary music. Like a 
great many other pop and. 


big!” i 
A Nashville publication was 


heavy writers by the cnd of ° 
1970 will be a guy named 
Jimmy Buffett. He’s one of 
Billboard’s editorial guys here 
and moonlights at tunesmith- - 
ing . . . and Buz Cason and 


Be 


Margie and Jimmy Buffet are 


NOW IN NASHVILLE — 
shown at one of the events of the Country Music Associa- . 
tion Week Celebration in Nashville last October. Jimmy | 
was a staff writer for Billboard Magazine, Margie, a, 
former Miss USS Alabama, a receptionist for the ASCAP 


OF AE W VAS HVILLE, 


McGill Institute; Jimmy at-' 
«tended —Auburn—_University — 


. Margie became receptionist . 


hon! ' at the plush officcs of ASCAP... 


A contract with Russell- ° 


- lege in a Folk Mass at the 


Cason Music Company for’ : 


two. records materialized. 
Jimmy spent several months. 
waiting for the signal. 


+ 
~ 
> 


OWw2Nsi9 


OD AD 


“auvinodid 1 


74 
f 


NOILDA 


noowosvd 


yan VI 


? 


A new label was established : 
eo Columbia Records early in ° 


970 and the first artist to 
om on the Barnaby: Label 


‘was Ray Stevens whose ‘“Ev- © 


erything Is Beautiful” is mak- 
ing record history. 

The second single released 
~by Barnaby was Buffett’s 
“The Christian?” This will be 
* followed by another original. 
‘ composition entitled led “Captain 


“America.” 


He has also cut an album of 
original songs which will be 


.among presentations the last 


week of July at the annual 


‘ Columbia ‘Recording Conven- - 


tion in Freeport, Bahamas. 
This will accompany albums 
of Johnny Cash, Barbra Stre- 
_isand. and other names for ., 
Columbia, 

The position with Billboard ° 
had to end before the release 


- of “The Christian?” in order 


to avoid conflicting interests. 

Buffett is now devoting all 
of his time to songwriting and 
publishing in paxtnership with 
Buz Cason and’ in the. pro- 
motion of records. 

Also in the making are 
plans for personal = ap- 
pearances*at colleges as weil 
as a possible television spot. 

“The- Christian?” is avail- 
= beard. though it hasn’t 

been heard much here, if at 


“A prophet Ts not without 
honour, save in his own coun- 
try, and in his own house.’ 
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pate wg ‘wry ky ne a pit ty Teter 
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(Mississippi Press Photo ie int Moulder) 


dip 

‘Jinany Buffet’s arandmother looks at albums and photos = |): 0 

.. Mrs. J D. Buffet of 8 10 Parsley Ave, cview “Margaritaville” delay best ofall vit Pikes a 

as x if alg a het ee ae <3 Oi Daa, Mee eye 

eR i ee io Re 
earn arid: fresco” i 
dog 


veeae By WALLY ‘SHERWOOD wind with Camille in 1969. 


: The son of ason of a Pas- But now stands a new 

j ~ cagoula sailor will be sai- Biloxi edifice, the Missis- 
“ling ba back into port Thurs- ‘sippi Coast Coliseum, as a 
day onthewingsofsong. beacon that Buffet indeed 


+..'The-sailor-of.the ABC._has arrived, 

album‘and tune, ‘‘Son of — And it will be there at 
* a Son of a Sailor,” is none .8 p.m. Thursday that 
‘other than Pascagoula’s Jimmy and his own Coral 
own Capt:.J. D. Buffett, Reefer Band will be per-. 
‘~-who was a merchant sea- forming. 
man. : Previous press releases 
2 His son, also J, D., ‘now in the Sun-Herald were in 
—ves in Alabama But he error in reporting that the , 
didn’t move away from. concert, also featuring the 
———Tyler—Street-—in—-Pas-—Little-River-Band -from— 
‘cagoula until his.son. Australia, had been 
~Jimmy was born at the. switched from Thursday 
old hospital, now the Gulf to Sunday. ° a 
- = Coast Nursing Home. Buffett, who will - be. 
»\ The'seafaring tradition hampered by a half cast, 
——of- the_Buffets-was_bound._ will be in Baton Rouge the_. 

“to show up sooner or later. following night. 
The singer’s father also. Jimmy's 81-year-old 
“7 loves the water and © grandmother, Mes. J. D. 
Jimmy himself. often. Buffett, won’t be making 
. @scapes from ‘show busi- ° this ‘concert although his 
+ Ness pressurestoreturnto other Pascagoula _rela- 
“his Key West home aid iis ~ tives’ plari to be'at the’col-~ 
“sailboat, “Euphoria II."". lseum: aunt Mrs. Roy 
* ‘There’ was a time when. Lumpkin and cousins 


the Pascagoula-born Becky and \Mark Lump-. 


entertainer thought that kin. 
-playing at Trader. John’s - 
on the Biloxi beach was also will be\over from 
‘the big-time: Daphne, Ala., having 
‘That haven for folk movéd .there from 


TWIN CINEMA sete 


By TWINCInEmA Fits 


tnd WEEK 
Toes, 1s Borgeln Might ° 
¢ Features: . 
TSO 
. a Feateewe: 
Teen to Bargain Wight "1 
“GREASE 


oF 
” FRIDAY" 


om 


COLD FEET" “+n 
im 


The singer’s parents, 


5 music rent gone with.the . Fairhope when their suc-’ 


Son of son of Pas sailor sings = 


cessful son purchased a 


“new home for them. 


Grandma Buffet, who - 


still likes “Mar- 
guaritaville’”’ the best of 
_all.the songs, doesn't feel 


“up to the trip although she — 


has caught his previous 
performances in Jackson 
and Mobile. ; 

Back last March, when 
Radio Station WKKY held 
its special ‘Jimmy Buffet 
Day" they presented his 
grandmother with a com- 
_plimentary copy of.the_ 
new album about her hus- 
band, “Son of a Son of a 
Sailor.” 

Jimmy's parents 
moved away just in time 
for him to énter school in 
‘Mobile and later he ¢ 
attended college, at 


Auburn and Southern Mis- 


sissippi. | 

- The only Pascagoula 
outlet for the Buffet con- 
-cert, Byrd's: Music,-today 
reported ‘‘a good supply of 


tickets’’ left but those. 


interested should go 
ahead and purchase them 
right away. The cost is 
$7.75 each. . 

The singer was pre- 
vented from making a 


personal appearance for. 


ADULT THEATRE 
210 Iberville Dr 
BILOXI, MS, 
Open Darly 11-00 a.m 
SD UnU AY. 1.00 p.in. 


Californiatourthathehad of what they want,’’ he 


__again and reset witha pin, imitation life: You're sup-_ 


oer in September. 


Arts ; 


and artists 


autographs in Pascagoula ‘lishment very much and unt 
at Lafayette Electronics they don't know how to 
due to abroken ankle and handle.his downhome_ S 
leg suffered in a benefit cheeseburger-type apy 
baseball game in Miami. proach. : Di 
It was during his recent’ “I don't fit into the mold 
to have his ankle broken:. explains. ‘Hollywood is 
but he has been able to _posed’to live in.a canyon 
exchange hisbodycastfor and snort cocaine all the’ 
a half one. ; time,” ’ " 
..The injury just wasn't But he loves his audi- 
enough to stop the singer, ences — that is, almost as 
because he enjoys being much as skiing at his 
on the road and pleasing Asper hideaway or sailing ~ 
his fans. But he doesn't around the veges anes 
-like.. the..show-biz. estab-- in his psabeate 


Compiled by Arts Ec 
_f CALENDAR _Camplediy Art 
MUSIC -at the Biloxi Chamber of 
Kansas along with spe- Commerce. N 


cial guest Thin Lizzy will. : the 
. perform atthe Mississippi | The New Stage Theatre wh 
State Coliseum in Jackson in Jackson will start its TUé 
Aug. 8 at 8 p.m. 1978 summer film festival "g' 


with A Day at the Races” 
The Louisiana Super-. Thursday at 8 p.m., fol- 
dome in New Orleans has_ lowed by ‘The Grapes of 7 
booked the Commodores. Wrath’’ Friday, ‘The (Co; 
_for a concert the first. Producers’’ Saturday and __hay 
“The Ruling Class’ Sun- 'y 
day at 2 p.m... Ed| 
STAGE : 3 ig Bik; 
-The venerable Le Petit : 
Theatre du Vieux Carre in . VIDEO - 
- New Orleans will openits ‘Some 100 film clips 
62nd season Sept. 8 with ' featuring some of the wor- - 
the musical comedy, ld’s greatest comics will . | 
_'‘The: ‘Unsinkable Molly... comprise_part.of.!‘Funny__:Mol 
~ Brown. ty Business,’" tonight at 7 * Mol 
over Channels 4 and 5. 


ust. 


SCREEN 3 
A Mississippi Forestry , Thursday at 6: 30 p. m., 3.5. 


Service slide presentation Channels 13’s “In Search: 
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ote : : Jimmy. Buffet’s grandmother looks at albums and photos 
-...Mrs. J. D. Buffet of 18 10 Parsley Ave., likes “Margaritaville” the best of all 


Footlights and fresco. 


Son of son of Pas 


By WALLY SHERWOOD _ wind with Camille in 1969. 


ThesonofasonofaPas- But now stands a new 
cagoula sailor will be sai- Biloxi edifice, the Missis- 
ling back into port Thurs- ~sippi Coast Coliseum, as a 
day onthe wingsofsong. _ beacon that Buffet indeed 


_*.!The.sailor_of.the. ABC__has arrived. _ ; 
album’and tune, ‘‘Son of | And it will be there at 
* aSon of a Sailor,” isnone .8 p.m. Thursday that 
‘other than Pascagoula’s Jimmy and his own Coral 


own Capt..J. D. Buffett, Reefer Band will be per-. 


who was a merchant sea- forming. 
man. Previous press releases 


«His son, also J. D., now _ in the Sun-Herald were in 


Tives in Alabama. But he error in reporting that the . 
didn’t move away from concert, also featuring the © 
--—Tyler—Street—in—Pas-—Little-River-Band_from— 


‘cagoula until his.son Australia, had been 


Jimmy was born at the switched from Thursday 


old hospital, now the Gulf to Sunday. ~ : 
. ~»Coast Nursing Home. Buffett, who 
The'seafaring tradition hampered by a half cast, 


_~—-0f.the Buffets. was. bound .._will be in Baton Rouge the. 


toshow upsooneror later. following night. 

' ' The singer's father also Jimmy's 81-year-old 
loves the water and grandmother, Megs. -J. D. 
Jimmy himself often Buffett, won't be making 
escapes from ‘show busi- this concert although his 


ness pressurestoreturnto other Pascagoula rela- 
“hin Uae Wael kama ond bt 


will be. 


~teoaswlan ta ho-at tharnal--~ 


cessful son purchased a 
new home for them. © 


Grandma Buffet, who - 


still likes ““Mar- 
guaritaville’’ the best of 
all the songs, doesn’t feel 


“up to the trip although she 


has caught his previous 

performances in Jackso 

and Mobile. 2 
Back last March, when 


.Radio Station WKKY held 


its special ‘Jimmy Buffet 
Day" they presented his 
grandmother with a com- 


plimentary copy of the_ 


new album about her hus- 
band, ‘Son of a Son of a 
Sailor.”’ oe 
Jimmy’s parents 
moved away just in time 
for him to énter school in 
Mobile and later he 
attended collegé. at 
Auburn and Southern Mis- 
sissippi. . : 
The only Pascagoula 
outlet for the Buffet con- 


-cert:-Byrd's:Music,-teday 


sailor sings — 


Arts 


and artists | 


autographs in Pascagoula 
at Lafayette Electronics 
due to a broken ankle and 
leg suffered in a benefit 


baseball game in Miami. 


It was during his recent 
_California.tour that he had 
to have his ankle broken 

_ again and reset with a pin, 
but he has been able to 
exchange his body cast for 
a half one. 

.. The injury just wasn't 
enough to stop the singer, 
because he enjoys being 


“on the road and pleasing 


his fans. But he doesn't 


“like, the-show-biz. estab- - 


"ARTS 


lishment very much and 
they don’t know how to 
handle his downhome 
cheeseburger-type . ap- 
proach. : 

“I don't fit into the mold 
of what they want,"’ he 


:. explains. ‘‘Hollywood is 
imitation life: You’re sup-_ 


posed 'to live in.a canyon 


and snort cocaine all the’ 


time.” 

But he loves his audi- 
ences — that is, almost as 
much as skiing at his 


Aspenhideaway or sailing ~ 


around the Virgin Islands 


in his sailboat.— i= 


mor 
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The Governor Stone 


Sunday, August 30, 1987 


Aukett 


Mississippi Press-—9-A 


Singer named honorary Ci 


‘‘The Son of a Son of a Sailor’ 
has become the honorary cap- 
tain of Jackson County’s 110- 
year-old schooner, The Governor 
Stone. 

Popular singer Jimmy Buffett 
agreed last week to become the 
vessel’s honorary captain. 

In a letter to schooner Public 
Relations Chairman Melody 
Bradley, Buffett indicated ‘“‘his 
whole-hearted support’’ of the 
efforts to bring The Governor 
Stone home and to preserve her 
place in the shipbuilding saga of 
Jackson County. 

‘‘T would be pleased to accept 
your offer of honorary captain 
and feel that the Buffett family, 
whose roots are deeply im- 
planted in the sailing ship his- 
tory of Pascagoula, may be of 
more help than you ever an- 
ticipated,’’ Buffett said. 

Buffett said from his review of 
the material on the schooner, 
supplied by Ms. Bradley, ‘‘I 
believe you need a project 
manager with the capability to 
help in obtaining funding, 
knowing what to do with the 
money when it comes and how to 
best handle it as applied to the 
maintenance of a classic sailing 
schooner.” 

Buffett knew the right person 
to fill the slot, his father J.D. 
Buffett. The senior Buffett who 
will be retiring from Alabama 
Drydock & Shipbuilding Co., in 
December, has been named port 
captain and general manager of 
The Governor Stone. He will 
supervise maintenance of the 
vessel along with Robert Payne 
and Joe Frederic, also port 
captains. 

“Jimmy was just bubbling 
over about bringing The Gov- 
ernor Stone back to Pascagoula 
when he called me,”’ J.D. Buffett 
said Friday. ‘‘He told me to see 
that she is rigged the way a 
schooner should be.”’ 

The Buffetts’ love of the sea 
and sailing ships goes way back 
to Jimmy’s grandfather, Capt. 
James Buffett, a sailing. ship 
master from Nova Scotia. Capt. 
who spent 63 years at 
sea, came to Pascagoula during 
the lumber boom where he met 
and murried Hilda Seymore. 

J.D. Buffett was born and 
raised in Pascagoula but he 
celebrated his first birthday in 


om moms UATE RTE OU A etAaer Aliae at A 


Capt, J Sunes Buffett 


Cuba when Capt. ‘Buffett was 
master of a bark out of Gulfport 
sailing from Pascagoula to 
Cuba. ‘‘I learned to walk on the 
poop deck,”’ Buffett said. 

A 1939 graduate of Pascagoula 
High School, Buffett worked at 
Ingalls prior to entering the 
Army Air Corps in World War II. 
He has been with Alabama 


J.D. Buffett 


Drydock in Mobile as: manager 
of government contracts since 
1948. Buffett and his wife, the 
former Lorraine Peetz of 
Gulfport, are the parents of 
three children, Jimmy. Laurie 


McGuane and Lucy Ann 
Buffett-Lyons, and have five 
granddaughters. 


“Jimmy is planning to come to 


tk 
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JIMMY BUFFETT, popular singer and honorary sailing chairman of the 
Governor Stone, gets an introduction to the 110-year-old schooner during 
a visit Sunday. He expressed his interest in his father’s role as port 
captain and the condition of the boat, now at home, once again, in 
Pascagoula. A session was held to discuss funding to pay for repairs for 


the 19th Century vessel. 


NS Pres . 9-14-87 


Honorary captain exclaims 
Governor Stone ‘looks great’ 


By CHARLES BROOKS 
Mississippi Press Wire Editor 

The honorary captain of the 
Governor Stone, singer Jimmy 
Buffett, saw his charge for the 
first time Sunday in Pascagoula. 

“T think it’s great what you’re 
doing here,” Buffett said. ‘It’s a 
‘good cause. I think it’s essential 
‘to keep your traditional roots 
and values.”’ He said his value 
system is what maintained him 
in the ‘‘crazy”’ world of rock ’n 
roll. 

Buffett said the schooner 
‘“Jooks great’’ for a 110-year-old 
vessel. He said he was glad to 
have received a letter about the 
schooner. The project comes at a 


~~ good time, Buffett said, because 
his father, J.D. Buffett, is retir- 


ing from his position at the 
Alabama State Docks in Mobile. 
J.D. Buffett has been named 
port captain and general 
manager of the Governor Stone. 


The singer said that some of - 


his friends in the world of sail- 
ing, connected with sailing 12- 
meter boats in America’s Cup 
competition, might be able to 
lend a hand with re-fitting the 
schooner. Buffett has been sail- 
ing since he was a boy in 


Pascagoula, and has owned. 
several sailboats. : 

One of the suggested uses for 
the schooner has been for train- 
ing Sea Scouts. Buffett himself 
was a Sea Scout, and said it was 
a ‘‘great idea’’ to involve the 
organization. ‘‘We didn’t have a 
boat then,’’ Buffett said. ‘‘It 
would have been better if we had 
had a boat.” 

Buffett autographed posters of 
the Governor Stone for sale, and. 
offered some advice on fund 
raising. 

‘*You’ve got to start locally,’ 
Buffett said. ‘“You can sell crew 
memberships, and apply for 
state and federal restoration 
grants. fy 

“A cause like this is not con- 
troversial, and has no down 
sides.”’ : 

Buffett came to Pascagoula 
from New Orleans, where he saw 
Pope John Paul II, and gave a 
concert attended by. about 7,000. 

Buffett flies his own plane, and 
landed at the Jackson County 
Airport. On his way back to Key 
West, Fla., where he lives, he 
flew his plane past the Governor 
Stone and its supporters, wig-— 
wagging his wings in salute. 
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T recently saw a list of 
top-grossing entertain- 
ers and was surprised to 
see Jimmy Buffett at No. 35 
—higher than the Eagles. 
Buffett hasn't had a hit in § 
years. How can he be mak- 
ing so much?—Tim Mar. 
berry, Bakersfield, Calif. 
The laid-back Jimmy Buffett, 48, has been & 
doing a lot more than just looking for his “lost S 
shaker of salt” since his song “Margaritaville” 
hit the charts in 1977. A distant relative of the 
billionaire investor Warren Buffett, the singer- 
songwriter obviously inherited his Midas touch. 
In 1994, he earned $50 million from his records, 
concerts, T-shirts, trinkets and Margaritaville 
Café restaurants. In addition, his four books— 
acollection of short stories, a novel and two chil- 
dren’s volumes—have been best-sellers. Buffett 
also is part-owner of two minor league baseball 
teams, the Miami Miracles and the Madison 
(Wis.) Black Wolf. Buffett and his wife, the for- 
mer Jane Slagsvol, separated in 1984 but rec- 
onciled in 1991. They have two daughters— 
Savannah Jane, 15, and Sarah Delaney, 3. Buffett 
currently is working on a Broadway musical. 
fi Chicago Bulls star Michael Jordan has ¢ 
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Buffett plugs novel 


PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Jimmy 
Buffett flew into Portland aboard a 
seaplane to promote his novel about 
a pilot who flies such an aircraft. The 
Sun- and sea-loving songwriter best 
known for the hit tune “Margaritaville” 
landed on the Willamette River on 
Thursday, then went to a bookstore to 
Sign Copies of ‘‘Where is Joe 
Merchant?” The novel is about a pilot 
in his middle 40s who agrees to help 
an old girlfriend find her brother. 


i Press/Thursday, January 21, 1993 


ling On sax. 


all, but the temptation was too great when 
.e ran across an all-star jazz ensemble at the 
National ball. There, while Thelonius Monk 
Jr., played drums and Herbie Hancock 
worked the keyboards on the jazz standard 
“Blues in C,’”’ Clinton played along. At the 
side of the stage, Clinton’s wife Hillary 
bopped in rhythm to the music. 


In contrast to his moments of shake, rattle 
and roll, Clinton and his wife also danced a 
courtly two-step to Tony Bennett’s “It Had 
To Be You” at nearly all of the 11 balls they 
attended. ; : 

- Finally, at the Tennessee fete, Clinton had 
had enough. When the tune started, he 
dragged his finger sharply across his throat 
and walked across stage and picked up a 
saxophone. as 


~ “The president wants to turn this off,”’ pop.” 
star Jimmy Buffett, formerly of Pascagoula, | 
said gleefully. 

With that, Buffett launched into “Changes 


in Latitude,’“one of his many tunes that: - 


evoke images of aimless days spent con--’: 
suming parasol drinks under palm trees.° * 
Clinton chimed in on the sax, blowing to his - 


heart’s content. Hillary joined in on tam- ; 


bourine. at 

“Tonight I’d rather play the saxophone,” ° 
Clinton grinned midway through his ' 
extended_recital, ‘‘but tomorrow I’d rather 
work on my economic plan.” 


Iton Ardara” 
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Buffett 


BILOXI — Jimmy Buffett will 
be in concert at the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Coliseum on Jan. 17, 
performing songs from his latest 
album, ‘‘Feeding Frenzy.’’ To 
order tickets, call 1-800-683-1996. 

Buffett, who was born in 
Pascagoula on Christmas Day in 
1946, has released 18 albums 
since 1973. This singer, 
songwriter and musician is best 
known for his hits 
‘“‘Margaritaville’’ and 
“Cheeseburger in Paradise.” 

“TI have never ever won an 
award for any music that I have 
ever written,’’ Buffett said. “But 
I don’t really care when I have 
fans like Parrotheads.”’ 


The Parrotheads are Buffett 
fans who wear Parrothead caps, 
shark fin hats and loud Hawaiian 
shirts, reflecting the musician’s 
Caribbean sound. During a Buf- 
fett concert, the Parrotheads 
turn the show into a beach party 
by tossing beach balls, rubber 
sharks and inflatable Godzillas 
onstage. On ‘‘Feeding Frenzy,” 
they sing along with Buffett and 
his Coral Reef Band. 


The album was recorded live 
on four August nights — two at 
Atlanta’s Lakewood Am- 
phitheatre and Two at Cinnin- 
nati’s Riverbend Music Center. 
The album was produced by 
Mike Utley, Buffett’s veteran 


coming 


keyboards player, and Elliot 
Scheiner, a two-time Grammy 
winner (for Steely Dan’s ‘‘Aja”’ 
in 1977 and “Gaucho” in 1981). 

Unlike his first concert album, 
“You had To Be There’”’ in 1978, 
“Feeding Frenzy’’ features 
Buffett singing his best songs, as 
selected by from votes cast by 
members of his fan club. 

“T was in pain and on pain pills 
when I made ‘‘You Had To Be 
There,”’ Buffett recalls. ‘‘I broke 
my leg in three places. I was 
being dumb, thinking I was a 
teen-ager, playing baseball and 
sliding into second, so I was still 
in a cast for that album.” 

Buffett says today he is 
‘“‘singing better. I know I’m 
healthier. Those were wild days 
in 1978, I was drinking and doing 
other things. Now I’m living 
better through common sense.” 

“Feeding Frenzy’’ continues 
the roll Buffett has been on since 
the 1989 publication of ‘‘Tales 
From Margaritaville,’ a collec- 
tion of short stories and tall tales 

that put him on The New York 
Times’ best-seller list for six 
months. 

As Buffett prepares to 
celebrate his 25th year in music 
next year, he plans to mark the 
occasion by “‘taking the year off. 
I’ll buy an old seaplane, fly 
around the world, fish and write 
a book about it.’’ 


to Coliseum 


JIMMY BUFFETT to perform at the Mississippi Coast Coliseum in Biloxi, 
Friday, Jan. 17. 
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Feeding 
Frenzy 


Pascagoula’s own 
Jimmy Buffett will be 
in concert at the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Coliseum on Jan. 17, 
performing songs 
from his latest album, 
“Feeding Frenzy.” To 
order tickets, call 
1-800-683-1996. 
Buffett, who was born | 
in Pascagoula on 
Christmas Day in 
1946, has released 18 


albums since 1973. He is best known for his hits 
“Margaritaville” and “Cheeseburger in 


Paradise.” 


Story on Page 1-B 
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Buffett at inaugural 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Add Willie 


Nelson, Herbie Hancock, Jimmy @ 


Buffett and Rosanne Cash to the list 
of big names performing at next 
week's inaugural festivities. Or- 
ganizers said Sunday the four would 
join swarms of other celebs at 
President-elect Clinton's inaugural 
balls Jan. 20. Among those already 
committed are Aretha Franklin, Lyle 
Lovett and His Large Band, Robert 
Cray, the Allman Brothers Band, Los 
Lobos, Manhattan Transfer, Delbert 
McClinton, Kathy Mattea, Salt-N- 
Pepa and Chuck Berry. “We made it 
our business to attract artists from all 
regions of the country, representing 
all kinds of music,” said Rahm 
Emanuel, co-executive director of the 
Presidential Inaugural Committee. 


i ill Clinton 
BUFFETT AND CLINTON — President Bil 
jokes with pop singer Jimmy Buffett, a Pascagoula 
native, as he makes a stop at the Tennessee Ball early 


See : AP 
Thursday morning following his inauguration as the 
42nd president of the U.S. Wednesday. ve ie 
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It's a concert-plus night in Biloxi 


By JEAN PRESCOTT 


THE SUN HERALD 


ow loyal are 
i Parrotheads, those ardent 
admirers of pop-top, 
flip-flop living and the island 
troubadour who popularized 
it, Jimmy Buffett? 

We've read that the more 
affluent among them have char- 
tered planes to ferry them to 
Buffett concerts in neighboring 
states. 

And we know of one 
strapped-for-cash “fledgling” 
who, witha fist full of con- 
cert tickets and little else, hit 
the road in his vintage Volks- 
wagen “Thing’’ and followed 
Buffett, et al, for four days. 
Objective? To catch consecutive 
concerts in Jackson, Miss., 
New Orleans and Biloxi. 

That's the kind of loyalty 

| J.B, engenders in fans who take 
a Buffett concert like a tonic 
for what ails them. Considering 
the current state of the union 
and its myriad ailments, pre- 

| scriptions ought to be col- 

| lected along with tickets at to- 

| night's Buffett happening in 
the Mississippi Coast Coliseum; 

| starting time, 8 p.m. 


back style and the current incar- 
nation of| his Coral Reefer 
Band —|"the best group I ever 
had,” he|says — will go it 
“solo” sans opening act tonight. 

And for those who couldn't 
get a ticket to the sold-out 
event or|can’t get enough of 

i orite tonic, the Colise- 

um and folks at Gulf Coast 
Coors have arranged for some- 
thing spécial following the 
concert. 

Says Matt McDonnell, as- 
sistant executive director of the 
beach-front arena, “The tick- 


The nea poobah of laid- 


based in Ocean Springs, has 
been engaged to keep the 
alypso-island-beach 
music going, and says Mc- 
Donnell, [‘There will be table 
lenty of dance-floor 


space, a cash bar. Snacks will be 


available. You'll just pay $3 at 
the banquet-hall door. 


“The party starts immedi- 
ately following the show, and it 
will last somewhere beyond 
Marganttaville.” 


Mr. Buffett's even been 
invited, but we wouldn't hold 
our breath waiting for his ap- 
pearance. Nevertheless, there 
will be a contest to select and 
crown Mr. and Mrs. 
Parrothead. 


“Don’t get caught up in 
traffic,” McDonnell suggests. 
“Just walk out of the arena, 
around past the north entrance 
to the fountain and in through 
the doors to the Convention 
Center.” 


We found many faces of Jim- 
my Buffett aplleal the piles of 
clippings in The Sun Herald’s 
news library. Lower left: Staff 
photographer Bill Eimore 


shot J.B. in the spotlight back in 


1977. Above: Press photos 
cast Buffett in the beach-bum 
role. Left: The hair has 
thinned in 14 years, but the 
grin’s the same, and so is the 
music. 


Who is this Buffett guy anyway? 


le can’t imagine any- 
one’s not knowing about 
Jimmy Buffett. But 


maybe only natives, even ones 
who've never seen him in 
concert, feel that way about the 
Pascagoula cutie who 

worked as a shrimp-boat deck 
hand during the years he 

lived in and around the area and 
attended the University of 
Southern Mississippi. 

Upon graduation in 1969, 
he headed out for Key West, 
Fla., where he worked fish- 
ing charters by day and played 
the local pubs — The Green 
Parrot and Sloppy Joes’s — by 
night. 

And in his spare time, he 
wrote songs. 

You'll find them all, along 
with some favorite covers (such 
as “Biloxi”), ona parade of 
17 albums that began with “A 
White Sport Coat and a Pink 
Crustacean” in 1973 and is 


ALL ABOUT TONIGHT’S EVENTS AT A GLANCE 


The concert 

When: Tonight at 8 

Where: Coast Coliseum 

How much: Tickets were $20 
plus fee, but the show's a 
sellout. 

Etc.: Mr. Buffett may be 
pleased to learn that this is the 
biggest Coast concert ever 
for him. 3 


that radio friendly — among 
them sprung from a couple of 
platinum albums in the late ’70s: 
“Changes in Latitudes, 
Changes in Attitudes” and “Son 
of a Son of a Sailor.” Think of 


- “Margaritaville” and “Cheese- 


burger in Paradise.” 

There’s more to the man, 
though, than sun, sails and mil- 
lion-selling albums. He also is 


The post-concert party 

When: Immediately following 
the concert x 

Where: Convention Center 
banquet hall 

How much: $3 

Etc.: Music by Tropical Steal, 
beer by Coors and Corona, 
cash bar, snacks, table seat- 
ing, plenty of room for dancing. 


designer and restaurateur. 

And if you check out the 
photo on the cover of this sec- 
tion, you'll see props and 
part of and airplane fuselage. 
Jimmy Buffett’s a pilot now, 
too. “I love sailing and still sail a 
lot,” he says, “but the plane 
has opened up a huge expanse.’ 

And that influence un- 
doubtedly will show up in the 


topped by “Feeding Frenzy,” 
his latest concert album on 
MCA. 

The more popular — read 


an author of children’s books 
(“The Jolly Man”), a 
screewriter, environmentalist, 
newsletter editor, clothing 


tunes Buffett creates for yet 
another studio album. 

We'd say the local boy’s 
done veal good. 
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~ Tecently passed away, was made 


famous in a 1989 song by Buffett 


entitled The Pascagoula Run. 

‘The song goes: 

“Billy pulled in a jaguar, red 
convertible ’69. Headed home to 
Mississippi he’d been around the 

world that black sheep uncle of 
mine. His ship had come in, he 
was looking to sin, singing his 
own song. When he yelled from 
the drive my heart came alive 
‘Jimmy boy come along. 

“Tt’s time to see the world, it’s 


_ time to kiss a girl, it’s time to 
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cross the wild meridian. Grab a 
bag and take a chance, time to 
learn a cajun dance, kid you’re 
gonna see the morning sun, on 
the Pascagoula run.”’ 

_ Buffett said his uncle, ‘“‘was a 
wonderful, bad influence on my 
life. He went to sea most of his 


life and he would always bring. - 


me exotic gifts. He lived out on 
the edge, and even though I 
didn’t see him enough, you 
always knew when uncle Billy 


- was in town.” 


|e es 

After graduating high school 
from McGill Institute in Mobile, 
the entertainment bug soon 
caught up with Buffett as he 
attended college at the Un- 
iversity of Southern Mississippi. 
There he met fellow musician 
Greg ‘‘Fingers” Taylor, and the 
roots of the now infamous Coral 
Reefer band were planted. 

Buffett performed at his first 

night club in the late 1960’s, 
singing and playing guitar at 
Trader John’s in Biloxi. He soon 
left for New Orleans and then 
Nashville, where he finally re- 
corded his first album Down to 
earth, in 1969. 
- That record sold only 423 
copies, however, and Buffett left 
for Florida to re-discover 
himself. He landed in Key West, 
where the formula for his self- 
proclaimed ‘‘Caribbean rock- 
n-roll”’ began. 

In 1973, Buffett released his 
first album with the Coral 
Reefers, which also included 
keyboard player and now Buffett 


producer Mike Utley. Taylor and 


Utley are the only remaining . 


members of the Coral Reefers 
today. 

In 1974, Come Monday — a 
single from Buffett’s Living and 


Dying in 3/4 Time album —. 


became his first Top 30 hit. With 
the release of his fourth album in 
1976, Havana Daydreaming, 
Buffett began to tour relentlessly 
and gain a following of loyal 
concert-goers. 


In 1977, Changes In Latitudes, 
Changes in Attitudes became 
Buffett’s first platnium album 
(over one million sold) and 
spawned his most popular single 
ever, Margaritaville. 
Margaritaville reached number 
eight on the Billboard pop chart, 
and soon became an anthem for 
his growing legion of fans. | 

Buffett followed with 13 more 
albums, the latest being Feeding 
Frenzy, a live compilation of 
Buffett songs recorded in 1990. 
Since Cheeseburger in Paradise 
in 1978, however, he hasn’t had a 
song make the Top 40 chart. Still, 
he sells out virtually every con- 
cert and the number of Parrot 
Heads seem to grow by leaps and 
bounds every year. 


“I’ve never won any type of: 


awards for any music that I’ve 
written,’ Buffett tells the crowd 
on Feeding Frenzy, ‘‘But I don’t 
care as long as I have fans like 
Parrot Heads. 

“Tt doesn’t bother.me that I 
don’t get a lot of air play on 
radio. Fortunately I sell out just 
about every concert and I’m one 
of the top grossing acts in 
America, and that’s a great 
cushion to fall back on.’’ 

Last year, Buffett was the 
third largest concert money 
grossing act in America, trailing 
only the Grateful Dead and 
Guns-N-Roses. 

“My gratification comes from 
20,000 screaming people every 
night, not from having a hit 
record,’’ Buffett said. ‘‘There’s 
nothing like the roar of a 
screaming crowd to tell you that 


HOME BOY — From his humble bei 


world-wide fame as a singer/songwrite 


you’re doing a pretty good job, so 
who cares what the critics say. I 
don’t do what I do to get air play, 
I do it for the people who buy a 
ticket and come to the concert.”’ 


Buffett dubbed his followers — 
“Parrot Heads’’ after enjoying 


their antics year after year. At 
any given show you are likely to 
see a banker or a lawyer wear- 
ing a shark fin on their head or 


dressed up in Hawaiian shirts 


rfer jams. You’re just as 
to see your next door 


2 far Joe Logan, is ‘an erie 
ae eee place where the 
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word that the Buffett tour is 
coming to your town’’. 

“As far as I see them, they’re 
pretty normal people most of the 
time,’’ Buffett said, in describ- 
ing the Parrot Heads on his 1986 
concert film Live By The Bay. 
“But they have maybe just a 
slight streak of insanity in their 
make-up that comes out when 
they come to the show.”’ 

The term Parrot Head was 
coined by Buffett when former 
Coral Reefer bassist Timothy B. 
Schmidt turned to Buffett at a 
concert in Cincinnatti and said 
‘they look like Deadheads 
(Grateful Dead fans) in tropical 
shirts’. 

Buffett’s touring success has 
lead to multi-millon album sales 
and has allowed him to venture 
into many other mediums. 

His 1989 book of short stories, 
Tales From Margaritaville, was 
on the New York Times best 
seller list for over five months, 
and he is currently working on a 
novel. Along with his daughter, 
Savanah Jane, Buffett co- 
authored a best selling childrens 
book taken from one of his songs 
called The Jolly Mon. 

In Key West, Buffett owns both 
The Margaritaville general store 
and The Margaritaville Cafe. 
The store has been expanded 
twice since its opening in 1982, 
and sells all types of Jimmy 
Buffett items, including Buf- 
fett’s own line of clothing called 
Caribbean Soul. 

The cafe/nightclub, a 5,000 
square foot building, specializes 
of course in cheeseburgers, 
french fries, margaritas and 
Corona beer. 

The Coconut Telegraph, 
named after Buffett’s lith 
album, is a newsletter that Buf- 
ffett afficionados can subscribe 
to and has a subscription base of 
over 50,000 world-wide. 

Buffett is also a member of 
several charitable causes, in- 
cluding being chairman of the 
Florida-based Save the Manatee 
Committee and The Friends of 
Florida save the salt ponds 


17-1942 
campaign. Buffett and 
actor’comedian Bill Murray also 
own a minor league baseball 
team in Miami. 

At the core of all of Buffett’s 
success is the loyalty his fans. ° 

“T’m very happy doing what 
I’m doing,”’ Buffett said. ‘‘And I 
owe most of it to hard work and 
my fans. I have the greatest fans 
in the world. They are wonderful 
and loyal. 

“I’m sure most of them have 
regular jobs, but when Jimmy 
Buffett and the Coral Reefers 
come to town, they transform 
themselves into Parrot Heads 
and become an essential part of 
the show. They’re an amazing 
conglomeration of people rang- 
ing in age from 16-to-60, all 
wearing ridiculous costumes and 
singing every word to every 
song.” 


So what makes a person 
become a Parrot Head? It’s a 
feeling not easily described. 

Over the past 15 years, I’ve 
seen 28 Buffett shows in 13 dif- 
ferent cities from Jacksonville to 
Houston, from Little Rock to 
Memphis. Perhaps the appeal is 
the atmosphere of the show, or 
the carefree lifestyle that Buf- 
fett’s music embodies. Perhaps 
it’s just the chance to cut loose, 
throw a party with thousands of 
other people and forget about 
life’s troubles for an evening. 


In conclusion, one of the more 
interesting descriptions of the 
cult following of Buffett was 
written in a musical publication 
recently. 

“Recent attempts (to describe 
the Buffet mystique) have in- 
dicated that Buffett is a unique, 
funky, easygoin’, charismatic 
enigmatic, colloquial, pro- 
gressive, intellectual, maverick 
rock-folk- country- pop 
singer/songwriter/novelist 
/performer. 

“Confused? Don’t be. What it 
all means is that it is a whole lot 
easier just to listen to Jimmy 
Buffett’s music than it is to 
describe it in words.”’ 
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BUFFETT LANDS — Pop singer Jimmy Buffett steps off a seaplane atter is Joe Merchant.” Buffett appeared in concert at Portland's Civic Stadium 
flying into Portland's waterfront marina to promote his new novel “Where __ Friday night. 


Buffett writes novel 


PORTLAND, Ore: (AP)— Jimmy Buffett flew into Portland 
aboard a seaplane to promote his novel about a pilot who files 
such an aircraft. 

The sun- and sea-loving songwriter best known for the hit 
tune “Margaritaville” landed on the Willamette River in - 
Portland, Ore., on Thursday, then went to a bookstore to sign 


copies of “Where i is Joe Merchant?”’ 
The novel is about a pilot in his middle 40s who agrees to hely 
an old girlfriend find her brother. 
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Wasted away again ....- in Buffettville 


By STEVE ENG 


“Reba McEntire and Jimmy Buffett are 
Nashville's top-grossing concert draws 
during the first half of 1993." 

- Brian Mansfield, 
Nashville's Tennessean, 
July 9, 1993. 


By mid-summer 1993, 
songwriter-entertainer Sige Button 
had already sold seve -a-half 
million dollars worth of concert 
tickets. He and Reba McEntire were 
only surpassed by 'Sixties survivors 
The Grateful Dead, Paul McCartney 
and Neil Diamond. 

Admittedly, Garth Brooks hadn't 
started to tour yet - but Brooks was 
only 11 years old when Buffett (47 in 
December) charted his first country 
hit back in 1973. 

Due perhaps to his Margaritaville 
Records office on Music Row and his 
property in nearby Williamson County, 
Nashville likes to claim Jimmy Buffett 
when it can. 

Even though his real estate (40 
acres called "Old Town,” with log 
cabins and a barn) is reportedly up for 
sale, at $2 million, at least his annual 
sell-out concerts at Starwood 
Amphitheater reinforce his tenuous 
Nashville connection. 

So does his membership in 
Nashville Local 257 of the American 
Eederation of Musicians 

In October '92, he was a guest at 
The Tennessean's Book & Author 
Dinner in Nashville - in honor of his 
novel "Where Is Joe Merchant?” 

The book is a ribald, picaresque 

. chronicle of the quest for a missing 
rock star. It went to #1 on the New 
York Times’ best-seller list. Its 
predecessor, "Tales From 
Margaritaville: Fictional Facts & 
Factual Fictions” (1989) also drew 
Buffett to a Tennessean literary 
banquet as guest speaker (and sold 
400,000 copies, on the Times’ list 
for seven months). 

Somewhat like his own fictitious, 
elusive Joe Merchant, Buffett 
vanished from Nashville around 1971. 
With good professional (as well as 
family values) reasons. 


His debut album on Barnaby 
Records “Down to Earth” (1970) had 
sold 374 copies. His second, “High 
Cumberland Jubilee," appeared in 
1971. His well-written songs didn't fit 
any one convenient music category - 
and since the retail record market 
demands trite pigeonholes to cram the 
products into, Buffett's future at the 
outset, appeared to be a thing of the 
past! 

. He wasn't a social-protesting Bob 
Dylan or Phil Ochs (too late for that); 
nor a flowery-poetic Donovan or Bob 
Lind; nor a hesitant, introverted 
Leonard Cohen. 

A Southern Paul Simon or Tim 
Hardin . . . perhaps? His traces of 
humor suggested a mild reflection of 
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Ray Stevens. But no one worth hearing 
is even the "next" anybody (ask 
Springsteen, ex-"next Dylan”!). 

His identity formation, in becoming 
the first Jimmy Buffett, was a couple 
of years away. 

Songs on the second album - like 
"Livingston's Gone to Texas,” about a 
man who left his girl to become a 
cowboy, or “England,” about a girl 
who bought a Pan Am airline ticket to 
escape her man, or “Travelin’ Clean” 
("you go to Fargo/We'll meet in 
Chicago ... ") - well anticipated 
Buffett's future musical-literary 
persona. That of a traveling 
troubadour whose wanderlust (and 
other lust) took precedence over 
romantic loyalty. 

Buffett's co-conspirator 
(co-writer, producer) was James 
(Buzz) Cason, graduate of Brenda 
Lee’s backup band (The Casuals) and 
co-writer of “Honey” and "Little 
Green Apples” with Bobby Russell. 

“High Cumberland Plateau" was 
recorded at Cason's Creative 
Workshop in Nashville's Berry Hill 
neighborhood, but the album lay low in 
the valley - in fact, the record 
sompany mislaid the master tape 
awhile! 

Buffett might have been typed 
“progressive country," a kind of 
wishful-thinking label, implying that, 
hopefully, the artist would progress 
1 some ciher iocaiv. 

In spite of Buffett's enjoyment of 
the cheeseburgers at Rotier's 
Restaurant (they still have his picture 
on the wall), he was losing his taste 
for Nashville. 

He resolved matters decisively by 
wrecking his wife Margie's car in an 
accident, then utilizing an expired 
Diner's Club card (he claims he placed 
his thumb over the date) to, literally, 
bum an airplane ticket to Miami. 

Anyone who claimed the Mills 
Brothers as an early influence, 
followed by writer-singers Joni 
Mitchell and Gordon Lightfoot, 
deserved to get the hell out. 

Buffett crashed in the house of 
Jerry Jeff ("Mr. Bojangles") Walker 
for about six months, playing in 
Coconut Grove folk clubs. Then the 
two of them headed to Key West in 
J’ ng/+n _t*/+ n©£+ag 7F Hk 
the mood of Walker's 1973 pop chart 
record "L.A. Freeway” ("Pack up all 
your dishes/Make note of all good 
wishes . .” by Guy Clark). 

In fact, Buffett is posed seated on 
the fender of the car, on the front of 
his “Before the Beach" compact disc 
reissue of the two Barnaby albums 
(Margaritaville Records, 1993). 

Key West afforded Buffett 
employment as a cocktail hour singer 
at Howie's Lounge. He soaked up the 
Hemingway atmosphere, the alcohol 
and added marijuana smuggling to his 
job resume. 

Gradually the Nashville refugee 
was becoming somebody - a musical 


beach bum - a Caribbean 
hillbilly-calypso singer. (For those 
who need analogies, how about a 
six-string Belafonte - or a nautical 
John Denver?) 

But whence came Jimmy Buffett? 

He was born on Christmas Day 
1946 in Pascagoula, Miss. (the 
"sleepy little town" of Ray Stevens’ 
infamous hit “The Mississippi Squirrel 
Revival"). But Buffett grew up in 
nearby Mobile, Ala. 

His early influences included 
‘Treasure Island,” and especially the 
ocean tales of the tropics narrated by 
his grandfather, Captain James 
Delaney Buffett, from Nova Scotia 
(did the captain know that Nova 
Scotian cabin boy Hank Snow?). 

Captain Buffett talked of 
Mozambique and Madagascar ("Ever 
since | was a child, | have had a 
recurring dream of visiting an island” 
he reflects in "Tales From 
Margaritaville”). 


Buffett's family was Catholic (he 
was an altar boy) and at the 
University of Southern Mississippi he 
majored in history, fascinated by the 
lore of the Caribbean. 

Books like Herman Wouk's "Don't 
Stop the Carnival” and films like "Key 
Largo" and “Donovan's Reef" helped 
spin larger fantasies in his brain. He 
played music in New Orleans bars and 
graduated with a degree in history and 
journalism. si 

In Nashville, he wrote for Billboard 
and had 26 record company turndowns 
before his acceptance by Barnaby. 
After his evacuation to Key West, he 
reentered Billboard in 1973, this time 
as a recording artist, not a reporter. 

He managed a new record deal with 
ABC-Dunhill and "The Great Filling 
Station Holdup" charted #58 in 
country. It was the first of 12 
country hits, though what "country" 
Buffett resides ‘in has always been 
moot. 

The song came from "A White 
Sport Coat and a Pink Crustacean” 
album - the cover showing Buffett 
posed with a live lobster and a ship in 
the background. 

The most country song on the 
album was "Let's Get Drunk,” a 
parody of carnal jukebox numbers (by 
Marvin Gardens). 

One of Buffett's classics, "He Went 
to Paris,” depicts a man who loses his 
family in World War Il, but concludes 
that his life was magic - as well as 
tragic - yet "a good life all the way.” 

Like many albums to come, this 
was recorded in Nashville - producer 
was Don Gant and sidemen like Mike 
Utley (piano) and Greg (Fingers) 
Taylor (harmonica) became integral to 


Buffett's future sound. 

The following year, Buffett's first 
memorable song ht the charts, "Come 
Monday.” It went to #58, but to #30 
in pop, as well. Buffett was in England 
when he heard it on the radio and 
realized his career was finally 
happening. “Cone Monday” is 
virtually a standa’d and one of his 
many sing-along concert favorites. 

His most famou< song is, of course, 
"Margaritaville," aid it went to #13 
country in 1977, and #8 in pop. It 
continues spinnin; on various radio 
turntables to this day (heard twice by 
this writer in the past two months, 
over radio in publi places). - 


The humorousl” inane lyrics of a 
bumbling beach de tizen cutting his foot 
on a bottle cap, a!a underpinned by a 
subtle subtext: hi:. forlornness might 
be blamed on 2 waman_ but it's 
"nobody's fault” - .hen it just might be 
his fault - till fine‘iy he admits ‘it's 
my own damn fau.’.” 

Literary Buffett knows that a short 
story has a beginni1g, a middle and an 
end. Another luffett standard, 
"Changes in Latitudes,” hit the same 
year. 

Buffett had divorced his wife. 
Next, he married n'odel Jane Slagvole 
- their wedding ai Redstone Castle, 
near Aspen, Calc., reportedly cost 
$3,000 for the cha 1pagne alone. 
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continued - there iave been at least 
20 to date, plus o:e immodestly titled 
retrospective “Sorgs You Know By 
Heart” (1985). Thi.t album catered to 
what had been tiriving for a long 
while - Buffett's turgeoning concert 
cult audience. 

Appoximately cne million "Parrot 
Heads” (inspired by the Grateful 
Dead's "Dead Heais") see Buffett live 
each year. Hawaiian shirts and 
comical, tropical attire distinguish 
them - for as Pz! Jordan wrote in 
Southern magazin (May 1988): 

"No one comes to a Jimmy Buffett 
concert to hear h’m_ sing. His fans 


-come to hear theriselves. They are 


the concert. Jimm ‘s just the vehicle 
for them.” 

Nashville nurse Kim Nelson, who 
has attended at i: ast four Starwood 
concerts, confirms this. She and her 
fellow fans arrive in a ‘Sixties style 
bus named "“Godzi‘la” and other than 
for their driver, “Jur blood alcohol 
level is higher thar our 1Q. When you 
hear Buffett, you're: not going to have 
a care in the work: for the next three 


- hours.” 


People in the fe, north can at least 
once a year, forge: their straight jobs 
and vicariously travel to Key West 
and Bimini, via the man from 
Margaritaville (his fictitious. 
State-of-mind haven). And they can 
keep in touch thrcugh his Coconut 
Telegraph newslet er (P.O. Box 1459, 
Key West, FL 330¢ 1). 

Buffett split from his wife, then 
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reunited (being “too old to date” 
anymore), solidified partly by their 
two daughters. 


One of them, Savannah Jane 
Buffett, has written two children's 
books with her dad: "The Jolly Mon" 
and "Trouble Dolls." As the Chicago 
Tribune said of Buffett (July 13, 
1986): "He's as fond of books as he is 
of parties.” 

The faint, nostalgic Nashville 
connections to Buffett include the 
presence of artist- like Rita Coolidge 
and Marshall Chapman on both his 
records and at his shows, plus 
producers like Norbert Putnam and 
Jimmy Bowen. 

Across the street from 
Margaritaville Records is the parent 
company MCA. Its best-selling boxed 
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set of CDs at present is “Boats, 
Beaches, Bars & Ballads.” The four 
CDs contain 72 songs - Buffe't's best, 
plus some unreleased materiel and a 
book, "The Parrot Head Handbook.” 

What should have been 2 quaint, 
arty, moldy-oldie collectors gem, 
has gone platinum (that's a million 
sales). 


In 1973, Buffett released "Death of 
an Unpopular Poet,” about "a ,0et who 
lived before his time.” Jimmy Buffett 
has worked over the years o make 
sure that at least one of his songs did 
not come true. 

(Steve Eng is a Nashville freelance 
writer and reviewer, who autnored “A 
Satisfied Mind: The Country Music Life of 
Porter Wagoner,” Rutledge Hill Press, 
1992.) 
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Writer seeks 
Buffett memories 


A Nashville author is looking 
for South Mississippians with 
personal recollections of the Mar- 
garita man him- 
self, singer 
Jimmy Buffett. 

Music journal- 
ist Steve Eng, 
whose stories 
have appeared in 
several music of 
publications and fii 
who is the au- os 
thor of “A Satis- Buffett 
fied Mind: The Country Music 
Life of Porter Wagoner,” is work- 
ing on a biography of Buffett for 
St. Martin’s Press. 

Buffett graduated from the 
University of Southern Missis- 
sippi in 1969 with bachelor’s de- 
grees in journalism and history. 

Do you have any stories about 
Jimmy Buffet? Did you spend 
any time with him, have classes 
with him or just pass him on 
USM’s campus? Lost facts — no 

’ matter how trivial — clippings, 
photos, knowledge of Buffett’s lifi2 
and career or any personal obser.- 
vations would be appreciated, 

Eng said. 

Call Eng collect at 1-615- 226- 
1890 or write hin at P.O. Box 
60072, Nashville, TN 37206. 


HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI 
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Buffett Stuff Needed 


William Ruhimann’s article on Jimmy Buf- 
fett (February 4) was certainly a welcome, thor- 
ough look at a large musical career. RuhImann 
stresses the singability of Buffett’s songs .. . per- 
haps it takes a word-man (journalist) like Buf- 
fett to know words need to be sung, if you’re 
going to call it a “song.” How many of today’s 
acts will ever be able to release an immodestly- 
titled retrospective album, like Buffett’s Songs 
You Know By Heart? 

Buffett re-entered the country charts last 
year, with “Ai.uther Saturday Night” (#74), a 
1963 Sam Cooke hit. His Margaritaville Re- 
cords act Evangeline is making sweet noise. 

Last fall I began looking more deeply into 
Buffett, and St. Martin’s Press wants to call my 
ultimate result a “biography.” To this end, we 
have politely approached Buffett’s manage- 
ment. 

Though I have amassed quite a trove, I al- 
ways need more. Any collectors or enthusiasts, 
please write if you have any clippings, odd re- 
cords, extra singles or videos to share or spare. 
Photos are especially desired, and I will pay 
modestly for their use. Assistance will be ac- 
knowledged (I credited at least 113 in my 
Porter Wagoner biography, A Satisfied Mind). 
Collect calls will be honored at 1-615-226-1890, 
especially if you have any Parrot-Head yarns or 
reactions (yeah, I know, “If The Phone Doesn’t 
Ring, It’s Me”). 

So let’s get drunk and research! 


June 24, 1994 vq. 20, No. 13 «© Issue 363 


Steve Eng 
P.O. Box 60072 
Nashville, TN 37206 
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Freewheeling Buffett — 
shrewd businessman 


By RICK BIRD 
Scripps Howard News Service 
CINCINNATI — “Cincinnati, 


look what you guys started,” for- 
mer Pascagoulan Jimmy Buffett 
told a colorfully attired crowd of 
18,000 swarming parrotheads at 
a concert here two years ago. 

He was acknowledging a love 
affair with the man who brings a 
beach to the concert stage. 

It’s a cult following that led 
to the coining of the phrase “par- 
rothead,” when former Eagles 
guitarist Timothy B. Schmidt 
looked out on an early ’80s Buf- 
fett concert and said, “These 
aren’t Deadheads. They’re Par- 
rotheads.” 

The truth is, it’s Jimmy Buf- 
fett himself who carefully creat- 
ed the Margaritaville empire, 
_ with a marketing acumen and 

sales strategy that might 
impress any executive. 

Buffett milked the free-wheel- 
ing 80s, when escapist fare was 
the order of the day. 

On stage and in his songs, 
Buffett continues to play the role 
of the aging innocent hippie, per- 
plexed by all this cult frenzy. 

In reality, he is a shrewd 
businessman, presiding over a 
private corporation specializing 
in selling a fantasy that grosses 


Jimmy Buffett 


millions of dollars each year. 

The ultimate salute to Buf- 
fett’s business savvy came in 
1991 when he made the cover of 
Florida Trend, a business mag- 
azine. 


fett, Inc.,” and detailed how he 
did what any smart entrepre- 
neur would do — marketed him- 


self aggressively and diversified % 


as he went along. 


Buffett’s. Mareavitay sale: i 


empire is vast: 


e Sane 
- rants, in New Orleans and 


It paid tribute to “Jimmy Buf- whi 


which showcases n arti 
discovers, including e Ik 1 
the band opening: aes 


Past summer tours have 
grossed close to $30. million ea 
and 1994’s tour gross should s ; 
pass that, according to Perfor-— 
mance magazine. ; 


West. 


will soon go platinum, 
His older catalog see ge ets 

a boost in sales during his s sl 

mer tours. 

Mercant?” was a New. yee 

Times best-seller. 


merchandising for abcchs) ata 
er bands. it 
He runs his own N: fash 


fate 


based Margaritaville ‘Re cords, 


OEM 
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Buffett 


From Page 1-B 
or his song “Margaritaville.” 
No one knows what Buffett's 
empire is worth. 
When it comes to his business 
ventures, he’s coy. 
He makes no apologizes for 
_ being rich, but he also seems to 
go out of his way to remind his 
fans he’s still the guy who sang, 
“We're growing older but not up.” 
He gives interviews sparingly 
these days, usually when it’s nec- 
essary to sell a record or his 
book. 
Most recently he has 
_ appeared on the David Letter- 
man, Larry King and “Today” 
shows to perform selections from 
his new album “Fruitcakes.” 
When he has been asked in 
past nterviews about the mil- 
lions the parrothead phenome- 
non is making him, he plays the 
-shucks” game about the 
ness end. 
complains about ticket 
scalpers and ticket prices as he 
j unches _a tour that will make 


“news etter ese 
Seger e 
aundry on the road. 


reation 0 iffeti is Mar- 
gar le empire is well docu- 
men: 


ted in a book put } out late 
st year, “The Jimmy Buffett 


fy 


Scrapbook” (Citadel Press, 
a 


« 

“Buffett was not happy this 
book was being done,” said 
author Mark Humphrey, who 
was unable to interview Buffett. 

“He put out the word to his 
friends, Don’t talk. Don’t coop- 
erate.’ Since the book’s come out, 
he’s selling it in his stores. So I 
guess it’s now approved.” 

Humphrey culled information 
from past interviews, talked to 
some of Buffett’s Key West 
cronies and incorporated hun- 
dreds of old photos to compile 
an engaging biography. 

His book paints a picture of a 
cunning Buffett who, though liv- 
ing the life of Hemingway in the 
Keys, was concerned about a 
career that wasn’t exactly taking 
off. 

“He’s a guy who always had 
success in the back of his mind,” 
said Humphrey. “He did an 
amazing interview with High 
Times magazine in 1976. He 
talked about the mystery and 
daring of smuggling marijuana 
but was also very calculating.” 

In that interview, Buffett said, 
“T can’t just be a sensitive artist 
and still be out here surviving. 

I’ve also got to be a business- 
man... . Youre not out there total- 


id -ly for aesthetic value. Let’s face 
_ it, you're out there to secure your 


future, too.” 
aa _ Humphrey says Buffett made 
a conscious decision to consoli- 
date his career around selling 
himself as a traveling tourist 
attraction. 

“By the early ’80s, he knew 
there wasn’t going to be another 
‘Margaritaville,’ and he went 


Boy looking for a way to define his 


strategic marketing decisions. 
Buffett started a Margari 
taville store and restaurant. 
The goal wasn’t so much fo 
sell T-shirts and “Cheeseburg- 
ers in Paradise” as it was to sell 
a party-life concept. 
Humphrey points to the con- 
tests Buffett held at his mid-’80s 
concerts, where fans could reg- 
ister to win a “vacation with Jim- 


his concerts mae entered th coe - 
tests. So he sent all those pe y ie 
newsletters (the Coconut 
graph) 2 and mailers to 6 ‘eid th 


fraternity for the fed set 
There’s nothing ete ‘ 
foreweee a : 
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Buffett’s new CD 


‘Barometer Soup’ hits stores Tuesday 


A Staff Report 

. Last year, when Jimmy Buffett 
released Fruitcakes, it marked the 
Pascagoula native’s first studio effort 
in almost five years. 

Parrot Heads, the moniker given 
to the legion of Buffett fans around 
the world, didn’t have to wait long 
for an encore. 

On Tuesday Barometer Soup, 
Buffett’s latest release, will hit 
music stores in full force. And it’s 
certain to cause a feeding frenzy 
among his fans. 

Barometer Soup is being shipped 
gold (500,000 CDs), just like Fruit- 
cakes was in 1994. The consecutive 
studio works are Buffett’s first in 

' back-to-back years since Hot Water 
(1988) and Off To See The Lizard 
(1989). 

Barometer Soup is slated to have 
12 cuts from Buffett, who was born 
in the old Jackson County Memori- 
al Hospital (now the'site of Chateau 
Deville Nursing Home) on Christ- 
mas Day, 1946. 

“(ve always thought of songwrit- 
ing as a form of creole cooking,” Buf- 
fett says in the liner notes of Barom- 
eter Soup. “You start with a basic 

-youx, and then experiment with 
spices and flavors until you come 
up with a dish.” 

In addition to the title cut, other 


Alian autonsv: 


File Photo 


Jimmy Buffett 


selections include “Diamond as big 
as the Ritz” and “Barefoot Children 
in the rain,” along with “The night I 
painted the sky” and “Don’t chu 
know.” 

Also included is “Ballad of Skip 
Wiley” and “Bank of Bad Habits,” 
along with “Remittance man” and 
a cover of James Taylor’s classic 
tune “Mexico,” among others. 


- musical made from Herman Wo 
- Don’t Stop the Carnival, that is 


All of the songs on the release 
except “Mexico” were written by Buf- 
fett, along with help from Coral 
Reefer band members Roger Guth 
Jim and Peter Mayer plus producer 
Russ Kunkel. 

The release comes on the heels of 
Late Night Gumbo, another Mar- 
garitaville/Island Records release 
that came out last month, on which 
Buffett covered a pair of classic 


songs in “Sea Cruise” and “Good 


Night Irene.” 
In addition to his singing and 
song-writing talents, Buffett has 
released a book of short stories (Tale 
From. Margaritaville) and a novel 
(Where is Joe Merchant) in the 
recent past as well, and to co- 
authored a pair of childrens books 
with his daughter Savannah (Trou- 
ble Dolls and The Jolly Mon). 
Also, he is currently writing 
score to an upcoming broa 


scheduled to make its debut 1. 
this year. Buffett is also busy writ- 
ing a screenplay for his novel St 
Merchant, which is slated to bi 
made into a movie next year. 
Buffett has also just founded a 
charity fund that donates : $1 fro 
every ticket sold at every one of 
concerts to certain charitable orga: 


Proof 


ar hioge: 


nizations across the nation. 

. Through all of this he still finds 
time to lead his annual concert car- 
avan across America, feeding his 
flock of fans at various ampithe- 
atres. His latest tour, Domino Col- 
lege Summer Session, is currently 
on break and resumes next week in 
Columbus, Ohio. 

_ Buffett and his now legendary 
Coral Reefer Band, with fellow Mis- 
sissippi native Greg “Fingers” Taylor 
on harmonica and longtime musi- 
‘cal director Mike Utley on key- 
boards, were on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast i in late May rehearsing at the 
Coast Coliseum for the current tour. 
_ While there, Buffett and the crew 
put on a private concert for the local 
oe Around Biloxi” Parrot Head 


The local club will be celebrat- 
g the release of Barometer Soup on 
Tuesday, by sponsoring a release 
_ party that night at River Docks in 
agoula. Both compact discs and 
ssettes of the new release will be 
‘on sale at the gathering, courtesy 
of The Music Station in Gautier. 

: or more information on the 
Around Biloxi Parrot Head 
r the release party, call club 
ident Curtis Rockwell at 475- 


genes 
hoax of century? 


ee 

People have become 
jerks in this business — 
and | know a lot — but if 
they become jerks they're 
responsible for it, regard- 


less of how seductive the 


fame is. ... | know all the 
pressures and I’ve been a 
jerk. I hold myself 
accountable. oS 


— TOM SELLECK, on the 
pressures of celebrity. 


What’s happening 


7546. 

Through July 29 

African American Gardens and 
Yards in Rural South, BILOXI 
George H. Ohr Arts and Cultural 
Center, Jambalya gallery. (601) 374- 
5547. 

The Circle, Alabama Shakespeare 
Theatre Octagon, MONTGOMERY, 

1-800-841-4ASF. 

Much Ado About Nothing, Alaba- 
ma Shakespeare Festival Stage, 
MONTGOMERY, 1-800-841-4ASF. 

The Sisters Rosenweig, Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival Stage, MONT- 
GOMERY, 1-800-841-5329. 

Through July 30 

Saint Joan, Alabama Shake- 
speare Festival, MONTGOMERY 
1-800-841-4ASF | (4273). Tickets $1€ 


e090 


By MARY LETT ' 
Mississippi Press Staff 


Arts, activities 


July 20-Aug. 22: 

The Paper Chase, George H. Ohr 
Arts and Cultural Center, BILOXI. 
(601) 374-5547. “ 

July 28 and Aug. 2 

Twelfth Night, USM Dept. of 
Theatre and Dance, Hartwig Arena 
Theatre, 8 p.m. HATTIESBURG. 
(601) 266-4999. 

July 28-30 

The True Story of Snow White, 
PENSACOLA Little Theatre, (904) 
432-2042. 

duly 29 and Aug. 3 

Time and the Conways, USM 
“Nant of Theatre and Dance, 
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> Singer renovates — 
oceanfront home in 
Palm Beach asa 
comfortable place for 
his family 


By CHARLYNE VARKONY! 


Knight-Ridder Newspapers ©’ 


PALM BEACH, Fla. — Jimmy 
Buffett's oceanfront Palm Beach 
mansion is not exactly the home 
of someone living on Bbnriee 
cake. 

This uptown side of his per- 
sonal Margaritaville, designed in 
1925 by influential architect Mar- 
ion Symms Wyeth, cost the sing- 
er/songwriter $4.4 million in 
1994. And that was before almost 
two years of substantial renova- 
tion — tearing down walls, add- 
ing several feet to upstairs ceil- 
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ings and creating a 
state-of-the-art kitchen. 

But before his Parrothead fans 
think the son of a son of a sailor 
has made a radical change of at- 
titude, consider that the mood is 
mellow in the Buffett winter resi- 
dence, where the furnishings are 
comfortable and casual rather 
than chic and contrived. The 
Buffetts spend summers in an 
equally comfortably furnished 
white, two-story plantation 


house in Long Island’ s Sag Har- 1 


bor. 

At the back door service en- 
trance is an inexpensive grass 
doormat that bids visitors Bien- 
venido, ‘“‘welcome’”’ in Spanish. 
To the left of the door is a scene 
not unlike any middle-class 
home —.a melange of brightly 
colored plastic children’s toys 
on the floor, not neatly arranged 
in custom storage units. 

When the Buffetts are in Palm 
Beach, toys are scattered wher- 
ever the children feel like play- 
ing, says Mary Lee Harper, the 
interior designer who spent 18 
months. renovating and decorat- 
ing the 10,863-square-foot home. 
(The property also contains a 
three-bedroom servants’ quar- 
ters and a cottage.) 

Although Harper won’t say 
how much her client spent, the 
gourmet kitchen alone looks like” 


typical’ three-bedroom house in 
the suburbs: 

“My mandate from the Buffetts 
was to make the house livable,” 
says Harper, of Harper Mathieu 
Stetson in Palm Beach. ‘‘They 
have a casual lifestyle and. want 
to be able to be comfortable.” 

The somewhat sanitized ver- 
sion of how the Buffetts actually 
live — carefully propped and 
cleaned by Harper and her staff 
— was staged for a videotaping 
by public television and this in- 
terview. Miami’s WPBT-Ch. 2 is 
featuring Harper and her work 
on an upcoming segment on de- 
cor, anational design ‘show pre- 
miering this fall in more than 
150 markets. 

Normally, the Buffetts live like 
down-home folks. : Ingredients 
and cooking equipment line what 
are now immaculate and clutter- - 
free green granite kitchen coun- 


tertops. A tangle of wires and.- 


electronic equipment normally 


AN ARNAUD MLO NOEL ANT ON 


MOBILE REGISTER 


aii style 


Michael D. Trout of Mobile 
cently pounced on a sentence t 
read, “I had to make adecisior 
far as my. future.” 

“As far as is a correlative c 

struction and not a prepositio 
Troutwrote. “It should grateon 
ear .when used in speech, é 
‘offend the eye when used i in pr 
as a preposition.” 
_’ Bubba figures the person me 
“adecision concerning my futur 
or “a decisionas far.as my futur 
concerned.” He may not kn 
what a-“correlative constructic 
is, but Miss Prunella Pincei 
helped him cultivate an ear 
English. 

“Ol’ Elmer went as far as 
edge of that huckleberry thic 
before he decided it wasn’t wort 
to catch that coon,” said Un 
Hadacol. 

“As far as I'm concerned, Eln 
made the right choice,” said Bi 


‘Knight-Ridder photos 


Jinteny Buffett bought this airy mansion two years ago as a winter residence: Putting in a papurTet 
kitchen. The home was built in 1925 by a popular architect in Paim Beach. | 


fills the now-clear floor of Jim- 
my’s second-floor study. And a 
television set and stacks of vid- 
eos are usually on top of the 
chest of drawers in the master 
bedroom. 

Jimmy's wile, Jane, whom he 
married. in 1977, collects an- 
tiques and wanted Harper to in- 
corporate some of them in the 
design. But most of all, she and 
Jimmy wanted it to be a place 
where their children — Savanah 
Jane, 17, Sarah Delaney. 5, and 
Cameron Marley, 3 — could live 
without worrying about fussy fur- 
nishings. 

“It’s neat to have a family that 
likes to live in every room of the 
oe Harper says. “Our trade- 
mark 
ligve homes shouldn't wear you 
down. They should be an oasis.’ 

But making this home an oasis 
took some doing. Although it 
was designed by Wyeth, the fa- 
vorite architect of the Woolworth 
family, the. original nine-bed- 


room house was ,a conglomera- 


tion* ef small rooms with some 
obvious flaws. 

Wyeth, who designed about 
100 houses on the island during 
his 60-year career, was known 
for his grandiose plans and ar- 
chitectural detail. But unlike his 
friend and fellow architect Addi- 
son Mizner, Wyeth always stayed 
within the client’s: budget, an at- 


‘tribute that sometimes detracted 


from making his tropical. version - 
of paradise the ultimate in good 
design. 


-One of ‘the problems Harper 


faced. was a gloomy feeling 
caused by a door at the end of a 
hallway to the left of the front 


is understatement. We be. the-2 


. removed 


doors: are open, 


Two Porcelain birds are ‘amon 
ntiques "cot ; 
Butfett’s wife, Jane. 


entrance. With the help of her 
partner, architect Kirk Stetson, 
the dark wood door was re- 
moved, the doorway was arched 
to match others on the first floor 


and a wood-framed circular win-- 
dow known as a bull’s-eye was» 


added. As a result, the changes 


look like they have always been- 


there. 
Former owners Robert and 


Muriel Harpenau added to the: 


darkness with heavy drapes on 
the French doors surrounding 
the courtyard. 
The . window 
coverings were 
and 
additional] 
French doors 
were added fac- 
ing the court- 
yard and on the 
ocean. side of. 
the house. When 
the Buffetts are 
here in the win- 
ter, the French . 


allowing the sea - 
breezes to cool. . 
the house natu- 
rally. 


Unlike other Palm Bact man- 
sions with dining rooms for 
black-tie dinners, the Buffetts: 


have no formal dining room. 
They either eat on the informal 


“it’s neat to dive'a a 
family that likes to 
| live in every room of 
| the house. Our = 
trademark is 
understatement. We 
‘believe homes ie 
shouldn’t wear you 
down. They should 
be an oasis.” 
_...—4Interior designer 
sees Lee Harper 


had maae for them by local 
craftsmen in India and Africa. 
Harper used some of the Brit- 


- ish Colonial trademarks — four- 


poster beds with dark wood and 
carving and planter’s chairs with 
cane seats and backs. The uphol- 
stered chairs and sofas invite 
you to flop on them and put your 
feet up. Floors are Mexican tile 


or restored Dade County pine 


once dden under linoleum and 


' Carpeting. Colors are soft — a lot 


a greens, shits trop and yellows. 


home of a meg buck entertainer 


‘ho. was on Forbes magazine's 
-biz celebri- 


lion income 


ner in the world. He 

he current list. 

he personal mementos 

ustrate this is a star’s 

That’s Michael Douglas 

with Jimmy in the photograph 

on the bookcase. Framed photo- 
graphs on top of the black Yama- 
ha piano in the living room look 
like a Who's Who: of: entertain- 
ment — Ringo Starr, Jack Nich- 
olson, Paul Simon. And. there’s 
Jane posing! vata first lady Hilla- 
ry Rodham Clin- 
ton: : 

But perhaps 
the biggest: in- 
sight into the re- 

_ al Jimmy Buffett 

.is in his study 

the place 
where he reads, 

~ writes songs and 
plays music. It’s 
definitely a 
man’s room. — 
with a trestle ta- 
ble desk and a 
new beamed 
ceiling made of 
random milled 
cypress. Two 
leather steamship-style chairs sit 
in the middle of the room. They 
are cracked and the stuffing is 
exposed, but Harper says he in- 
sists on keeping them for senti- 
mental reasans 


Keeping Families Together 
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So 


BROWN & BLACK 
EASTLAND 
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“My mandate from the Buffetts 
was to make the house livable,” 
says Harper, of Harper Mathieu 
Stetson in Palm Beach. “They 
have a casual lifestyle and: want 
to be able to be comfortable.” 

The somewhat- sanitized _ver- 
sion of how the Buffetts actually 
live — carefully propped and 
cleaned by Harper and her staff 
— was staged for a videotaping 
by public television and this in- 
terview. Miami’s WPBT-Ch. 2 is 
featuring Harper and her work 
on an upcoming segment on de- 
cor, a national design show pre- 


miering this fall in more than - 


150 markets. 

. Normally, the Buffetts live like 
down-home folks. - Ingredients 
and cooking equipment line what 


are now immaculate and clutter- - 


free green granite kitchen coun- 


tertops. A tangle of wires and_. 


electronic equipment normally 


Buffett’s study includes a new cypress ceiling as well as two 


_, favorite oid leather chairs. 


: 
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foten Demeter 


down. They should be an “oasis.” 
But making this home an oasis 


SEAS wreswreswese & = 


took some doing. Although it > 


was designed by Wyeth, the fa- 
vorite architect of the Woolworth 
family, the original nine-bed- 
room house was a conglomera- 
tion’ cf small rooms with some 
obvious flaws. 

Wyeth, who designed about 
100 houses on the island during 
his 60-year career, was known 
for his grandiose plans and ar- 
chitectural detail. But unlike his 
friend and fellow architect Addi- 
son Mizner, Wyeth always stayed 
within the client’s budget, an at- 


‘tribute that-sometimes detracted 
from making his tropical. version - 


of paradise the ultimate in good 


~ design. 
~One ofthe problems Harper . 


faced. was a gloomy feeling 
caused by a door at the end of a 
hallway to the left of the front 


entrance. With the help of her 


partner, architect Kirk Stetson, 


the dark wood door was re- 
moved, the doorway was arched 


to match others on the first floor 
and a wood-framed circular win-- 


dow known as a bull’s-eye was 
added. As a result, the changes 


look like they have always been- 


there. 


darkness with heavy drapes on 


the French doors surrounding — 


the courtyard. 


additional 
French doors 
were added fac- 
ing the court- 
yard and on the 
ocean side of. 
the house. When 
the Buffetts are 
here in the win- 


rally. 


They either eat on the informal 


~ teak. table in the courtyard or at 
| the banquette in the kitchen. © 


“Jimmy is a fabulous cook. 


who wanted a fabulous kitchen, 
and he got it,” Harper says. ° 
The original kitchen and but- 


ler’s pantry were gutted, a fire- 


place was added to the north 


wall and the space was divided . 


into a working section and an 
entertaining section. In the cen- 


ter are two large islands with © 


green granite tops — one for 
cooking and one for serving. 
The kitchen includes every- 
thing a serious cook desires — 
Sub Zero refrigerator and freez- 


er, Thermador burners and grill, 
a professional wok station and a . 


tall faucet on the island cooktop 
so stock pots can be filled with- 
out carrying them from the sink 
to the stove. The cabinets are 
custom made, and so is the ex- 
haust hood. 

Most of the furnishings in the 
rest of the house are British Co- 
lonial — a style English settlers 


Former owners Robert ana 
Muriel Harpenau added to the- 


live in every room of 
the house.Our 

trademark is nee ae 
understatement. We 
‘believe homes 
shouldn’t wear you. 


Unlike other Palm Bact: man-— 
sions with dining rooms for 
black-tie dinners, the Buffetts 
have no formal dining room.. 


ties. Buffett's $20 million income 
in 1993 made him the 40th rich- 
est entertainer in the world. He . 
is not on the current list. : 
It's the personal mementos 
that illustrate this is a star’s 
home. That’s Michael Douglas 
with Jimmy in the photograph 
on the bookcase. Framed photo- 
graphs on top of the black Yama- 
ha piano in the living room look 
like a Who’s Who of. entertain- 
ment — Ringo Starr, Jack Nich- 
olson, Paul ‘Simon. And there’s © 
Jane Posing awith first lady Hilla- 
ry Rodham Clin- 


erate [ 
aves were “It's neat to have 2 Be ic “But perhaps 
-removed. and. | family thatlikes to ~~ the biggest. in- 


sight into the re- 
al Jimmy Buffett 
-is in his study 
the place 
_where he reads, 
- writes songs and 
plays music. It’s 
definitely a 
man’s room — 


ter, the French | down. They enol: with a trestle ta- 
_doors- are open, % be. an oasis.” ue et and : 
salen He Sen <i _ —Interior designer caine Hote 
breezes: to cool Mes Lee Harper. 4 ea 
the house natu- random mille 


cypress. Two 
leather steamship-style chairs sit 


~ in the middle of the room. They 


are cracked and the stuffing is 
exposed, but Harper says he in- 
sists on keeping them for senti- 


. mental reasons. 


This man who sings of sailors 
and smugglers and poets and pi- 
lots has bookshelves filled works 


such as Ernest Hemingway's 
' “For Whom the Bell Tolls,” Her- 


man Melville’s ‘““Moby Dick, ” Pe- 
ter Mayle’s “A Year in Pro- 
vence,’ Carl Hiaasen’s ‘Stormy 
Weather” and Mark Twain’s 
“Following the Equator.” Sitting 


- next to a bust of Twain are Buf- : 
~ fett’s CDs — Kenny G, John Den-- 


ver, Bob Marley and the Wailers, 


the Beatles. 


While Jimmy is listening to the 
music in the study or relaxing in: 
the bedroom, he can see the sea. 
And that was his only request-in - 
the decorating project. 4 

When the house was finished, 
Harper says Buffett walked into 
the master bedroom, bounced on 
the bed and said: “I feel like I’m 
in the islands. You've done it, 
Mary Lee.” _ 

Perhaps Jimmy Buffett has fi- 
nally found his lost shaker of 
salt. 
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A pirate looks at 5 


By SUSAN LARSON 
1998 Newhouse News Service 

Chances are, if you're one of those rabid Jimmy Buffett fans 
called Parrotheads, you're already out on the beach, margarita 
in hand, reading his new book, “A Pirate Looks at Fifty.” At 458 
pages, it may take a while. 

Tf you're not a Parrothead, you may be hard pressed to under- 
stand what the fuss is all about. . 

“Pirate” recounts the round-the-Caribbean journey Buffett and 
family (wife Jane, daughters Savannah Jane and Sarah Delaney, 


and’son Cameron Marley) undertook in celebration of his first ~ 


half-century. 

Part travelogue, part memoir, part meditation on life, “Pirate” 
is a Self-indulgent romp, with lots of cheeseburgers in paradise. 
We see Buffett in various jungles throughout the Caribbean 
and South America, lazily rolling on the river, the Amazon this 
time, and conceiving an ambition to play the Teatro Amazonas, 
Brazil’s 100-year-old opera outpost. There are stops in Man- 
aus, Trinidad, Cartagena, Bequia and Quepos, to name a few 
exotic ports of call. And as befits the son of a son of a sailor, Buf- 
fett spends lots of time on and near the water; with deep sea fish- 
ing and hikes to waterfalls, it’s pretty much a dream vacation. 

Which is not to say that at 50, the old pirate isn’t feeling the 
sting of mortality. He recounts in horrifying detail a crash off the 
coast of Nantucket in which he almost lost his-life. Which may 
explain both the gusto and the tinges of sadness that occasion- 
ally peek through this sunny account. 

There are glimpses of Buffett’s Mobile, Ala., childhood, includ- 
ing a Mardi Gras encounter with the masked figures of Death 
and Folly at the age of 5. “You know death will get you in the end, 
but if you are smart and have a sense of humor, you can thumb 
your nose at it for a while.” , 

' And then there’s his time in New Orleans in the late 60s, 
when he made “the transition from altar boy to street musician.” 
He remembers playing the Bayou Room and wandering home at 


: | File Photo 

Jimmy Buffett’s latest book part travelogue, ca rae 
dawn, “just like Elvis in ‘King Creole.” But times have changed: 
“These days, I get up when I used to go to bed. That's when you 
know you're getting older.” 


Jimmy Buffett meditates 
on life in newest book 


Buffett says he still goes to Mass once a year at St. Louis 
Cathedral in New Orleans, “which I consider my church.” But this 
is no New Age manual: “Other than that I get my spirituality 
from the oceans and the airways, Joseph Campbell and Eudora 
Welty.” 

This book should increase enrollment in a course called 
“Geography, Based on Jimmy Buffett's Songs,” taught by Dr. 
William V. Davidson, chairman of the Department of Geography 
and Anthropology at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge. 
Davidson’s request for a guest lecture gig (the singer accepted) 
is followed by a few geographical facts about the Amazon, includ- 
ing the useful information that “there is a Kentucky Fried 
Chicken in Manaus.” 

If you’re looking for additional summer reading, on Page 
105 you'll find the list of books Buffett would take to a desert 
island. Bookstores had better be stocking up on “Following the 
Equator,” especially Borders, which Buffett mentions no fewer 
than three times. (Perhaps he was paid for a product endorse- 
ment.) 

But it’s churlish to rain on Buffett’s good-natured parade, 
warding off Death with Folly as he goes. He knows the secret to 
his success is acting like a big kid, having a good time and 
encouraging his audience to do the same. Given the chance, 
most of his fans would be flying around the Caribbean in those 
gorgeous planes that look like they should be met at the Miami 
airport by Don Johnson in a Lamborghini. 

But Buffett is aging gracefully, making pancakes for his 
kids, seeing his father fade into the shadows of Alzheimer’s, 
and generally hanging in there. So he didn’t wait until he was 80 
— as he’d originally planned — to write his autobiography. It’s 
a sure bet that he'll live to sing — and write — another day. 

Until the next time, Parrotheads know where to go for a few 
laughs and a little rueful self-recognition. In the words of the 
pirate himself, “If we didn’t laugh, we would all go insane.” 

‘A Pirate Looks at Fifty’ (Random House, $24.95). 
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By CURTIS ROCKWELL 
Mississippi Press Sports Editor 

Fans of entertainer Jimmy Buffett will have 
a chance to celebrate the release of his latest 
work this weekend. 

The Town Around Biloxi Parrot Head Club 
- will sponsor a CD release party for “Rancho 
Deluxe” Sunday beginning at 2 p.m., at Huck’s 
Cove in Gautier. 

Rancho Deluxe was released for the first 
time on compact disc a few weeks ago. The 
soundtrack to the movie of the same name is 
the only one to date in which the Pascagoula 
native scored all the music. 

_ ‘The movie was first released, along with 
the album, in 1975. The film stars Jeff Bridges, 


Sam Waterston and Elizabeth Ashley, 
among others, and tells the story of a 
couple of easy-going, good-natured cat- 
tle-rustlers in the old west. 

Trouble is, the old west is gone in 
the early 1970s, especially the era of 


the cowboy versus the Indian and of [f 


freedom and carefree times. The duo 
quickly realize it’s now a time of a new 
sense of responsibility and way of liv- 
ing in place of the old guard of the 
west, an adaptation that neither are 
willing to adjust to just yet. 


Jimmy Buffett 


cowboys to battle. 

The rustlers-out-of-time concept is 
one that lends itself quite well to Buf- 
fett, who was after all a self-professed 
pirate who lived 200 years too late. His 
music and lyrics provide the perfect 
backdrop to echo the lives of the two 

4 cowboys in Rancho Deluxe. 

Part of the film’s unique charm 
comes from its low-key, decidedly 
humorous script written by novelist 
Thomas McGuane. McGuane, by the 

way, is Buffett’s brother-in-law. Buffett scored 


Instead of horses, there are pick-up trucks. the movie in part because of his relationship 


And in place of land barons controlling the 
vast countryside, there is just one couple for the 


with McGuane. 
The recording of the soundtrack took place 


NS. Press 


in Nashville, where television sets were set up 

so that Buffett and his fellow musicians could 

view selections of the film while they played. 
Buffett himself makes a cameo appearance 


_ in the movie, during a bar scene in which he is 


performing with several members of his band, 
including fellow Mississippian and long time 
Coral Reefer Greg “Fingers” Taylor. 

The soundtrack includes 13 actual songs, 
along with several clips of original dialogue 
from the movie intertwined. 

Rancho Deluxe CDs and cassettes will be 
available Sunday at Huck’s Cove, and there 
will be plenty of refreshments on hand as well. 
Also, a drawing for various Buffett-related door 
prizes will take place. 
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Buffett tries to satisfy fans with latest 


By DAVID BAUDER 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — This is no 
“Tears of a Clown” scenario — 
not by a long shot — but the 
musician whom Jimmy Buffett 
sees in the mirror has no party 
hat. 

The patron saint of Key West 
has carved out a remarkably 
lucrative career singing tropical- 
inflected folk songs in sold-out 
arenas to people who, 
when they close their 
eyes, pretend theyre 
at the beach. 

Yet Buffett is a 
product of the original 
sensitive singer-song- 
writer era in the 


1970s, and that’s still = y 
the work to which he’s BUEA@RUEL Sos 


drawn. Songs were 
written then to make people 
think and fee] — not laugh, at 
least not intentionally. 

His most recent album, 
“Beach House on the Moon,” 
illustrates how he tries to satis- 
fy his fans and his muse. 

It features some of the comi- 
cal songs his fans, known as 
“parrot heads,” have come to 
expect: “Math Suks,” a paean to 
the arithmetically challenged by 
someone plainly deficient in 
spelling, and “I Will Play for 
Gumbo.” The more serious 


‘material, like the Bruce Cock- 


” 


burn-penned “Pacing the Cage 
and the title cut, is where he 
really sinks his teeth in. 

“The records are my avenue 
to go out and do the things I 
really like, which are ballads, 
(and) to sing things that might 
not necessarily get the crowd in 
an uproar at the show,” he said. 
“The magic that goes on in the 


studio is still the most gratifying 
part.” 

Buffett was as surprised as 
anyone by the “parrot head” 
phenomenon. 

During the 1980s, when he 
was a decade removed from 
“Margaritaville” and “Cheese- 
burger in Paradise,” he seemed 
ready to sink toward the obscu- 
rity that claims most artists 
when the hits stop. 

He continued to 
tour, however, and the 
audiences kept get- 
ting bigger. They 
came for a good time, 
the chance to escape 
to the beach house in 
‘S their minds. A Buffett 

: concert has its rituals, 
its funny hats, its 
sing-alongs and, most 
important, a sense of humor. 

“The fact that I've been able 
to negotiate this with the help of 
a loyal fan base, to be 52 and not 
be a dinosaur, is a treat,” he 
said. “Because the attrition rate 
is, to say the least, heavy. I've 
never been able to either dissect 
my music or dissect why people 
come to the show. I’m just glad 
they do.” 

His tours are among the 
year’s biggest moneymakers, 
and he has built that into a 
small empire. He owns restau- 
rants, sells merchandise like 


‘margarita mixes and writes 


books as well as songs. He is one 
of only six writers to top The 
New York Times best-sellers list 
for fiction and nonfiction. 

With all of this, his music 
often gets overlooked. But Buf- 
fett’s not one to complain, just as 
he knows it’s part of his job to 
play “Margaritaville” every 


album, ‘Beach House on the Moon’ 


night. 

“Tf I chose a song list of Jim- 
my Buffett material that I'd like 
to do in a show, they’d probably 
start throwing tomatoes by the 
third song,” he said. “It would 
certainly tend to be more of the 
reflective stuff that I've done 
and that I like personally.” 

He and his band, the Coral 
Reefers, have a rule: “Seventy 
percent of the show I call songs 
you have to do or be killed, and 
you have 30 percent left to work 
with. That's enough.” 

So don’t look for any 
“anplugged” tour of weepy mate- 
rial 


Buffett's new album is the 
last in a contract with Island 
Records, leaving him a free 


agent. “I have a plan,” he said. 


“Something tells me there’s a 
dot-com in it.” 

He’s not cértain whether that 
means selling his music solely 
through the Internet, or just in 
part. At a time of flux in the 
music industry, he has the time 
and luxury to do pretty much 
what he wants. 

“There’s a possibility to cre- 
ate something that’s beneficial 
not only to me but to other peo- 
ple in the future,” he said. “I 
think that people are trying to 
reinvent the music business 
right now and I'd like to be one 
of them.” 

For too long, the industry has 
been pouring money into a limit- 
ed number of acts and bypassing 
a lot of talent, he said. Buffett 
believes that will come back to 
haunt it. In a similar vein, Buf- 
fett has created his own Internet 
radio station, hiring some of the 
people who worked in radio 
when he was getting started in 
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IN PARADISE — Jimmy Buffett performs at the Mobile 


Civic Center in this file shot. 


the business. 

“There was a connection, a 
link between the disc jockeys 
and the artists,” he said. “I could 
name the old stations that I 
used to go into — you hung out 
with DJs, you talked music. 
These days, that’s a rarity. 

“Those DJs still exist, but 
they can’t find work in what has 
evolved into the corporate 
umbrella of radio,” he said. “So 
Tve kind of located a few of my 


old friends who are great pro- 
grammers and musicologists 
and said, ‘Do shows for me.” 

Three years after he crashed 
his plane into Nantucket Harbor 
and nearly died, Buffett is still 
getting into the cockpit. 

“It changed my life a lot in 
the fact that I lived through it,” 


"he said. “I feel like I've gotten a 


second chance. I have to say that 
Tm more cautious and a better 
flyer for it.” 
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Rhythm & Rain 


Local duo to perform at Margaritaville 2 


Parrot Heads, 
band form work 
relationship 


By LIC] BEVERIDGE 
Mississippi Press Staff 

The acoustic duo Rhythm 
& Rain evolved into being the 
official band of the Towns 
Around Biloxi Parrot Head 
Club over a period of about a 
year, a period when the 
group of Jimmy Buffett fans 
were reorganizing the club. 


Both the band and the club 
have changed during the 


year, with the club growing 
from four members to more 
than 40, and the band learn- 
ing to play more Buffett 
songs. 

The band has a weekly 
Buffett night on Wednesdays 
at the Sand Bar. in Ocean 
Springs, where Parrot Heads 
gather after their official 
meetings to listen and enjoy 
the music. 

“I’m going to start a letter- 


writing campaign,” Jackie, 
Parrot Head, said. “When 
Buffett retires, I want 
Rhythm & Rain to take over. 
He sings Buffett better than 
Buffett.” © 

Rhythm & Rain will show 
their talents to a flock of Par- 
rot Heads from across the 
Southeast who will be 
attending the Buffett concert 
Saturday in New Orleans. 
The band will be performing 
from 1-4 p.m. Saturday at 
Buffett's club, Margari- 
taville, near the French Mar- 
ket in New Orleans. ; 

The duo, Cheri Salvetti 
and Rain Jaudon, play regu- 
larly at clubs and private 
functions on the Coast, but 
they play more than just Buf- 
fett songs. The duo sings old 
rock and roll tunes as well as 
those of the ’90s. 

The Parrot Heads adopted 
the band because of the Buf- 
fett songs and the casual, 
laid-back attitude of the 
band. 

“We played about 10-15 


- Heads,” 


a. Buffett songs before we start- 


ed working for the Parrot 


we play probably about 40.” 
The Parrot Head attitude 


is best explained as a way of 
life, club president John. 


Thornton said. 

“We listen to Jimmy Buf- 
fett music, enjoy the tropical 
spirit and good company,” he 
said. “We have a good time. 
And while we’re together, we 
do a little community service, 
like a continuous food drive 
alternating between people 
food and animal food.” 


The club donates regularly — ig 


to the 12 Baskets Food Bank 
and WRANPS, an animal 
safety organization that is 
based solely on volunteers 
and donations. 


Local Parrot Heads also. 
contributed about $1,200 to 


WRANPS that they raised 
this year from a charity vol- 
leyball tournament, and they 


hold regular beach clean-ups a 


as part of the Keep ae 
Beautiful project. : 


Salvetti said. “Now — 


By LICI BEVERIDGE 
Mississippi Press Staff 
cross the 
Coconut 
Telegraph, 
word spreads quickly 
when Pascagoula 


native Jimmy Buffett — 


comes anywhere near 
the Coast. And when 


Buffett, known for his 


tales of laid-back 
tropical beaches, san- 
dals and sailors, will 
be performing, his 
large fan base is 


armed with cash and 


ready to buy tickets to 
his concerts. 


His fans, who call themselves 
Parrot Heads, will flock Saturday 
to the New Orleans Arena, where 
Buffett will be bringing his music, 
Coral Reefer band and sense of 
humor. 


Buffett's 1977 signature song, 
“Margaritaville,” from the 
“Changes in Latitudes, Changes in 
Attitudes” album brought him | 
worldwide attention, and from 
there he built a base not only of 
music, but also businesses like his 
own record label and a restaurant 
chain bearing the name of his hit 
song. Buffett also has authored 
two bestselling books, “Tales from 
Margaritaville,” and “Where Is Joe 
Merchant?,” and two children’s 
books, “The Jolly Man” and “Trou- 
ble Dolls,” co-authored with his 
daughter, Savannah Jane. 


He established a charitabie orga- 
nization, Singing For Change Char- 
itable Organization Inc., and cru- 
sades on behalf of Florida’s endan- 
gered manatees. The SFC donates 
money to nonprofit organizations 
that “address the root causes of 


Buffet concert brings fans to tropical paradise 


social or environmental problems.” 
One dollar from every Buffett con- 
cert ticket sold goes to the SFC. 


Buffett, born on Christmas, said 


‘of his concerts, “Many Parrot Heads 


are very intense about the whole 
thing. They know the punchlines to 
all my jokes, so I have to keep 
updating my material to stay ahead 
of them. Not only do they want to 
hear the songs, they want to get 
into the lifestyle, even if it’s only for 
a couple of hours.” 

The lifestyle Buffett talks of is 
one created in his songs, like 
“Cheeseburger in Paradise,” 
“Fins,” “Son of a Son of a Sailor,” 
“Come Monday,” “Changes in Lati- 
tudes, Changes in Attitudes,” “You 
Call It Jogging” and “I Will Bay 
For Gumbo.” 

“ve never really instructed 
(Parrot Heads) in anything,” Buf- 
fett said. “I’ve just given them the 
lyrics. I didn’t think I would be 
performing this much in the 90s, 
yet in the last couple of years it 
seems as if athe flock has increased ie 
even more.” 


Staff Photo/Lici Beveridge 
PHAN CLUB — impy Buffett fans meet bi-weekly to. discuss Buffett’s music, and col- — 
lect food and money for local organizations like WRANPS and 12 Baskets Food Bank. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBE 


o Jimmy Buffett music, enjoy the tropical 
spirit and good company.” 

_ — John Thornton, president of 

the Towns Around Biloxi Parrot Head Club 


eT 


tropical paradise. 


social or environmental problems.” ~_ 
One dollar from every Buffett con- 
cert ticket sold goes to the SFC. 
Buffett, born on Christmas, said 
‘of his concerts, “Many Parrot Heads 
are very intense about the whole 
thing. They know the punchlines to 
all my jokes, so I have to keep 
\ updating my material to stay ahead 
of them. Not only do they want to 
hear the songs, they want to get 
into the lifestyle, even if it’s only for 
a couple of hours.” 
The lifestyle Buffett talks of is 
one created in his songs, like 
“Cheeseburger in Paradise,” ; 
“Fins,” “Son of a Son of a Sailor,” 
“Come Monday,” “Changes in Lati- 
tudes, Changes in Attitudes,” “You 
Call It Jogging” and “I Will Play 
For Gumbo.” 
“T’ve never really instructed 
(Parrot Heads) in anything,” Buf- 
fett said. “I’ve just given them the 
lyrics. I didn’t think I would be 
performing this much in the ’90s, 
yet in the last couple of years it 
seems as if the flock has increased 
even more.” 


Staff Photo/Licl Beveridge an 
i-weekly to discuss Buffett's music, ani col- 
like WRANPS and 12 Baskets Food Bank. 
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HAT HAS THAT 
laid-back, Ha- 
waiian-shirted 
singer/composcr 
Jimmy Buffett 
got in common 
with Dr. Seuss 
and Emest Hem- 
ingway? He is one of only six 
authors ever to have New York 
Times No. 1 best-sellers in both 
fiction and nonfiction. 

He’s working on a new book. 
“It’s part fiction, part nonfiction,” 
Buffctt said. “A blend of both. I 
haven’t yet signed a contract. 
These things take a long time, 
ind it’s hard work. If you talk 
about it too much, they begin to 
smell the money and pile on the 
yressure to get it finished.” 

Buffett and I were supposed 
© get together out on the end 
of Long Island, where we both 
ive. But the tour for his new 
ID. Far Side of the World, came 
ilong, and so he was phoning 
ne from Palm Beach, where he 
iso has a home. 

Country music legend Way- 
on Jennings had diced the week 
ve spoke, and I asked whether 
uffett was a part of—or influ- 
nced by—country music. 
That's a good question.” he 
aid. “People have never been 
ble to pigeonhole me. I once 
pent a year in Nashville, and 
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Waylon was one of the few ever 
to record a song of mine early 
on. There is a country influence 
on me, but I really grew up on 
the rhythm and blues out of 
New Orleans.” 

Buffett grew up in Mobile, 
along the Gulf Coast of Alabama 
—where, he said, America’s first 
Mardi Gras was held. I got him 
talking about his fans, the so- 
called “Parrotheads.”’ who dress 
up in Hawaiian shirts and 
outrageous costumes. “It’s kind 
of areference to the ‘Deadheads’ 
ot the old [Grateful Dead] days, 
and it stuck,” said Buffett. “It 
looks like Sodom and Gomorrah, 


Meet Jimmy Buffett— 
singer, composer, 
best-selling author - 
and protector 


of Florida's 
vanishing manatees. 


He also inspires 
the “Parrotheads” 


from mythical 
Margaritaville. 


but there are lots of professional 
people among them. When we 
. do a big concert, we go out early 
into the parking lot just to watch 
them. These are people who 
enjoy getting into costume and 
having fun. I’m just an old 

__ performer from Margaritaville.” 
He’s a performer who enjoys 

his work. “It sure as hell surprises 
me that I’m still out here,” said 
Buffett, “‘and at how many young 
people, in their 20s and younger. 
come out to hear me.” 1 


Whether he’s 
summering on 
Long !siand or 
wintering in 
Florida, Jimmy 
Buffett loves 
messing 
around in 
boats, but 
these days 
he's thinking 
smaller. 

“Pm actualiy 
selling my dig 
boat to move 
into little 
fishing boats." 
he said. “A 
manufacturer 
and | are 
talking about 
designing ana 
selling a smaii, 
.Bahamian-type 
boat for 
fishing with 
enough room 
for a kayak or 
two anda 
bonefishing 
skiff up on the 
bow.” | asked 
about his 
efforts on 
behalf of the 
manatees, 
large sea 
mammals 
native to 
Florida waters. 
“About 20 
years ago, 
with Governor 
Graharn, | 
started ‘Save 
the Manatees 
down here.” 
said Sutfett. 
“If we let 
these sweet 
and dociie 
creatures 
disappear. it 
doesn’t bode 
weil jor our 
civilization. 

So I'm trying 
to help.” And 
now does 
environmentalist 
Buifett rate 
Florida's 
current 
governor? 
“Jeb Bush: is 
pretty 
supportive on 
manatees,” he 
Said, “!’m not 2 
Repubdiican. 7 
but Mve 40t 50 
say ne’s pretty 
pood.” 
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Taking a Lulu of a boat ride 


> Barge to begin moving 
Lucy Buffett’s popular 
restaurant to Gulf Shores 


By DAN MURTAUGH 
_Staff Reporter 


WEEKS BAY — A barge filled 
with palm trees, gazebos, a car and 
a live band will lead a floating party: 
from Weeks Bay to Gulf Shores on 
Saturday to kick off the moving pro- 


cess for Lulu's Sunset Grill. 


The restatirant, owned by singer 
Jimmy Buffett and his sister, Lucy, ¥¢ 
is being forced to move because the _ 


Lalu’ 's on the move 


Lulu’s Sunset Grill begins its moving 
process on Saturday. Abarge will take 
some of the restaurant's nonessential 
items from Weeks Bay to the new 
home on the Intracoastal Waterway 
in Gulf Shores. The restaurant will 
remain o9en on Weeks 
Bay until Dec. 14 and 
will reopen in Gulf 
Shores in February. 


The new site "Zz 
in Gulf Shores -~ Gulf of Mexico 


Register graphic 


Spsnried fen’ Boge 1B. 


state Saitek this . 
year chose not to ~ 
. renew their lease 
for the property | 
near Weeks Bay Na- 
tional Estuarine Re- 
search Reserve. 
Only nonessen- 
tial items will be 
moved this week- — 
end, said owner. 
Lucy Buffett. The 


"Buffett 


om said. 


to any patrons who show ine ‘and | 
the Leaving Brothers band will pro- | 
vide entertainment, said Jason 

» Newsom, the restaurant’s manager. 

After the 100-foot-long barge is 

loaded, the band will hop on and 
travel 17 miles out of Weeks Bay 
and through the Intracoastal Water- 

_ way to the new site under the : 
Holmes Bridge in Gulf Shores, News- 


The whole experience might even . 


provide some inspiration for Lucy | 


* about 9 a.m. Saturday. The restau- 
_ rant will offer free donuts and: coffee 


Weeks Bay site will remain open un- —_-Buffett’s brother. 
til December. “Don’t you think it would make a 
The barge loading will begin great song?” she asked. 


Please see Restaurant Page ss > 


Restaurant move set to start 


One of the restaurant’s regu- 
lars, Jackie McAdams, said Sat- 
urday’s party will be 
“bittersweet.” 


Eight months ago, she 
moved from Daphne to a block 
away from Lulu’s, in large part 
because she loved the eatery 
so much, she said, She fre- 
quents the restaurant about 
three or four times a week. 


“I hate to see it go,” she said.” 


“I don’t know what this area 
will look like without Lulu’s.” 


- Newsom said only restaurant 
employees and the band will 


be allowed on the barge, but he - 
expected several customers to_} 
restaurant, which she hopes to 


follow on boats, so the band 


will continue playing the dur. 


ing the: trip. 


Marine Police Capt. Michael 
Patrick said his unit won’t in- 


crease patrols in the area, but . 


they will “make (their) pres- 
ence visible” to deter drunken 
boating. © 


The restaurant will shut 
down Dec. 14 after throwing a 
private party with free food 
and drinks for about 100 regu- 
lar customers, Newsom said. 


Afterward, employees will 
load everything onto trucks 
and take it to the new restau- 
rant, which is under construc- 
tion. : 


Lucy Buffett said the new 


- Open Feb. 1, will bea an ubiraile 


in several areas. It-will seat 


_ twice as many people and will 


have a large indoor area, so it . 
can stay open all hed long, she ; 
said. 


In Weeks Bay: the restaurant 


‘closed for a month every win- 


ter and would be open only 


. Thursday through pynday.: 


when it was cold. 
She said about 80 percent of | 


~Lulu’s employees will work at 
. the new location, but the res- 


taurant still will need a hiring 
effort to double its roster of 
about 55 employees. 


She said Lulu’s is planning to 
have job fairs in November and 
will be recruiting locally as well 


as at universities. 
4 K 
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Jimmy Buffett capsizes 


sea plane; singer unhurt 


Crash photo, Page 2-A 

NANTUCKET, Mass. (AP) — 
The easy sum- - 
mer life that has 
made singer 
Jimmy Buffett (am 
famous nearly f 
did him in} 
Thursday after- 
noon when the 
sea plane he was 
piloting capsized § 
during take-off. ~ 

reese Jimmy Buffett 
escaped serious injury in the 
crash, which took place just after 
3 p.m. in Madaket Harbor on 
the island’s west end, said Sgt. 
Charles Gibson. 

Buffett, best known for the 
song “Margaritaville,” often vaca- 
tions on Nantucket. He was 


THE MISSISSIPPI PRESS 


when it flipped over on takeoff from Madaket Harbor 


alone aboard the nine-seater, 
twin-engine Grumman G-44 
Widgeon sea plane, Gibson said. 

The 47-year-old Buffett, of 
Key West, Fla., was taxiing the 
plane in preparation for take-off 
when it ran into a wave and 
flipped. Buffett managed to swim 
from the plane and was picked 
up by a passing boat that car- 
ried him to shore. 

Gibson, who met Buffett at 
shore, said the singer had “no 
visible injuries but complained of 
pain.” He was taken to the Nan- 
tucket Cottage Hospital where 
he was treated and. released at 
4:45 p.m. 

“He was fine ... he walked out 
with his friends,” said Donna 
Fleming, a nurse in the emer- 
gency room. 


B UFPEtT 


FRIDAY-SAT 


AP 
PLANE UPSIDE DOWN — A sailboat passes asea_ on Nantucket, Mass., Thursday afternoon. Buffet 


was treated and released at the island hospital. 
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~ with lumber at St. Andrews dock in 
f ; wife : New Orleans. At left is Tack Krebs of 
own. Be cae the’Monfal- Pascagoula, who sailed with Buffett 
sailing vessel built in Pascag- aboard. the 372-foot craft. Picture 
1922, a she is a pee loaded - made available by Lee Beckham. 


|The Chronicle 


; ‘ook the: ship from Pascagoula 
to New Orleans where at the 
St. Andrews dock she was load-) 
‘ed with 3 million feet of lumber, 
to be delivered to Cuba. 

~ ‘The captain’s wife and oldest: 
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MOBILE REGISTER 


Parrotheads turn out 
for party in paradise 


> Buffett buffs turn Civic 
Center parking lot into 
their own Margaritaville © 


By MATTHEW TEAGUE 


Staff Reporter 


It’s 10 am. Wednesday, still 
10 hours before the music starts. 
But Neal Beasley has already set 
up a small grill in the parking lot 
of the Mobile Civic Center, and 
has posted a sign: 


“I've Seen Jimmy Buffett In At 
lanta, 


New. Orleans, Knoxville. And 
Now Down In 


My Hometown: Mobile, Ala.!” 


By 3 p.m., other fans have be- 
gun to arrive and set up camp. By 
5 p.m. — some three hours be- 
fore showtime — a genuine tail- 
gating crowd has gathered. 

The air is excited by a hum 
you can hear a block away: 

Buffett...mmm...Parro- 
theads...mmm.. _Wherearemyflipf- 
lops...mmm., 

The aimoaonene — and al- 
most tropical weather — set the 
mood for the long-anticipated 


concert, the first time in’ eight — 


years that Buffett. and his Coral 
Reefer Band have cranked up the 


steel drums and guitars in» the 


singer/songwriter’s hometown. 
By 5:30 p.m., you could drop a 
bomb on the Civic Center’s park- 
ing lot and pretty near wipe out 
the city’s Hawaiian-shirt supply. 
It looks like a casting session for 
a Gilligan’s Island remake — a 


sea of woven grass, which the 


men wear as hats and the women 
drape on their hips. 


_Bethany Chambers, an Au- 


burn student who skipped her 
Wednesday classes to catch the 
concert, is wearing such a skirt. 
She is an overachiever, and has 
taken the extra step of wearing 
coconuts. “I made it myself,” she 
says of her outfit. Her boyfriend, 
Jason Phillips, is skipping his 
medical school classes. “It’s Buf- 
fett,” he explains. “Buffett.” 

The parking lot is a happy 
place. It is full of happy people. 
Other than crisp beer, here is the 
secret to their bliss: Tickets. 
These people have tickets, which 
is very special, since scalpers not 
50 feet away are gouging some 
starry-eyed fans for $700 per tick- 
et: E 


These fans, no doubt, were 
unaware that only hours earlier, 
a batch of premium tickets went 
up for sale at $39.50 and $75. The 
seats had been held back until it 
was determined exactly how 
much space Buffett's production 
equipment would take up, 
according to Civic Center market- 
ing director Francie Unger. - 

"We can't. give an exact 
amount, but we can say several 
hundred”. last-minute tickets 
were sold, Ms. Unger said. An- 
nouncements had been sent to 
local. radio. and television sta- 


tions, and the Civic Center was © 


accepting cash only. 

“There were some good seats 
to be had. At mid-day, Attorneys 
J. David Greene and Will Phillips 
heard some tickets were avail- 


‘able, went over to the Civic Cen- 


ter and walked away with seats in 
the center section, Row 32. “Our 
wives don’t even know yet,” 
Greene said. 

The cheaper seats went 
quickly, but some $75 seats re- 
mained late into the morning. 


MARY HATTLER(Statt Photographer 


Mike Watts, Elaine swingien and Bruce Calabrese, Parrotheads 
from Indiana, hold tickets to the Jimmy Buffett concert that they 


bought Wednesday morning. T 


tickets on sale Wednesday after 
had. been determined. The 
Destin in the hope of getti 


Bruce Calabrese, Mike Watts 


and Elaine Swingley, all of India- 


napolis, were staying in Destin 
and drove to Mobile, not knowing 
if tickets would be available or 
not. The risk paid off. The three 
said they're true Parrotheads 
who follow Buffett around the 
country, and Wednesday's was 
their fourth Buffett concert of the 
year. 


Boole a Civic Center put extra 


Caught up in the last-minute 
Buffett rush was Margaret 
Gleissner, a senior citizen who 
was trying to buy tickets for “The 
Nutcracker.” 


xa didn't know this was the 
Buffett line,” she said. 


(Staff Reporter Jane Nich- 
oles contributed to this report.) 


Mobile takes on ‘Margaritaville’ personality 


»Continued from Page 1A 


bench,. Gov.-elect Don Siegelman 
and Lt. Gov.-elect Steve Windom. 
The second-line opening brought 
everyone to their feet and kept 
them there, bouncing giant beach 
balls. overhead throughout the 
show, some of them Buffett’s © 
peers, some young enough to be 
conceived between the Heinz 57 
and the french-fried potatoes. 


His. hometown was impres- 
sively kind to Mr. “I-Don’t-Don’t- 
Like-Mobile.” A stroll down Dau- 
phin Street the hour before show- 
time was done to the beat of his 


greatest hits spilling out of bar 


after bar, where fans — they 
_were tough to. miss; it was a good 
week for Goodwill, judging from 


the shirts — swilled Coronas and 


margaritas priced to sell. - 
In turn, Buffett weaved home- 


town stories throughout the 
show, recalling drives along U.S. 
.98-on the Eastern Shore; cheese- — 


burgers in the Dew Drop Inn —a 
rumored Buffett visit Tuesday 
brought news crews to check it 


around the corner. 

“There were nights, there 
were 20 or 30 people in there, 
and we rocked that joint,” Buffett 


said before thanking old fans 
with “Come Monday.” 

-An_ estimated 9,666 people 
watched the show, leaving the 


upper seats without gaps and the 
: floor shouideria suaulder, tail- 
out — and his early days in the to: 
- Admiral’s Corner bar in the hotel _ ; 


a parrot on his 
said, “and you go in tomorrow for 
your dental appointment — and 
mere uae is. 


to you with: u 
ead, ” Buffett — 
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3uffett sings. Writes. Gives therapy? 


1 ROBERT HILBURN 


3 Angeles Times 


You have to forgive Jimmy 
‘ffett if he gets confused 
me days over just what his 
iin occupation is. 

Musician? 

Best-selling author? 
Therapist? 

Sitting on the patio of the 
tel Bel-Air in Los Angeles the 
ying during a break in his 
j-hot summer “‘Recession Re- 
3s”’ tour, the singer-songwriter 
preparing to switch to his au- 
yr mode. He catches a flight 
jay to New York for a series of 
ok’ interviews, including one 

‘h Bryant Gumbel on ‘“‘The Today 
ow.” 

Jnlike most pop stars, Buffett 
esn’tjust turn out biographies for 

s record company. He writes fic- 
n: 1989’s “Tales From Margaritav- 
+,” a collection of short stories, 
d the new “Where Is Joe Mer- 
ant?,” ahumorous adventure novel 
out a wild Caribbean search for a 
ssing rock star. “Tales” was on the 
w York Times bestseller list for 27 
eks. “Joe Merchant” isnow No.1 on 
: New York Times list and No. 4 on 
: Los Angeles Times tally. 

And ist? 


He now speaks of the virtues . KL A 
of the family (he and wife e. @ 


Jane have two daughters, 
one 18 and the other 5 bo enact Pr 
os Angeles Times 
months) and of how he 


plans to cut back on Q: You’re calling this tour the 
touring. Buffett even “Recession Recess” tour. Canyou 

talks vaguely about feel onstage that thecountryis 
someday walking going through some hard times 


economically? 
away from the pop A Nats 
+ !canandit’s interesting. 
word, pemere Historically, the entertainment 
turning to business has done well during 
teaching and hard times, but not so much this 
moving back time with afew exceptions, and we 
to Alabama areoneofthem. It pushes meto 
0 ; give them a better show because! 
where he know they are spending money 
was raised thattheymightneed tousefor 
in Mobile something else. 


Foralot of people, we may bethe 
only show they gotoall yearand 
that makes the emotion level 
higher because they wantto really 
throw themselves intoit. [haven't 
raised my ticket prices for three 
years. I’ve got enough money and! 
don’t want to gouge people. 


‘I think escapism is aform of therapy, 

i there’s an element of escapism in 

th the music and the books,” he says. 
20ple come to the shows to have a 
od time ... to get away from their 
rries or responsibilities for a few 
irs. People need to relax. 

‘Take (the song) ‘Why Don’t We Get 
ink and Screw.’ I’ve talked to. brain 
‘geons who said they have operated 
2r listening to it. So, it was great when 
‘y put the song in ‘The Doctor,’ that 
liam Hurt movie. It was a case of art 
tating life, I guess.” ! 

n “Changes in Latitudes, Changes in 
itudes,” one of his late-’70s songs, Buffett 


ches on the good times-as-therapy issue: 


t’s those changes in latitudes, 
*hanges in attitudes 
Vothing remains quite the same 


Q: Whataboutthe changesin 
your personal life? Everything 
looks so effortless on stage. You 
looklike someone whois onan 
eternal vacation. 


At Istilllove my two hours on 
stage, but I learned that] needed to 
make some changesin my life 
offstage. lused to bea hell-raising, 
hard-drinking, hard-drug-taking 
sonofab————.|don’tdothat 
anymore. Ifyoulistentothe music, 
thinkitkind of chronicles my life. 
“) Ididsometherapy myself when! 
wentback with my wife, andone 
: thing this guy pointed outtome 
orders English breakfast tea, a croissant and apple was that performanceis part of 
juice. : i FYI your life but your lifeis nota 
i A ; ; . performance. That rang true 
The likable, unpretentious singer-author, who will 


Neyer because! had beentryingtolive 
\ll of our running and all of our cunning turn 46 on Christmas day, says he has toned down the a arias ae my personal life likeitwasa ia 
f we couldn't laugh, we would all go insane. excesses in a lifestyle that initially gave him material Lal Aiba ara ion performance. Itwas the best piece 
dressed in brown vacation shorts andawhite Mark f0F his work but eventually began consuming him. Recon her aie ofadvicel ever got. 
ain T-shirt, Buffett looks as comfortable sitting on neh berate Ta ee Separation in the’80s predyadiny raihinaheliny Q: That’s one ofthe pointsin 
Rey West bats that he writes and ange SUaICONe | : 1982, Coleman Coliseum — thenewnovel,thehero realizing 

ditped ‘casually aver a,chail et fe ieee He now speaks of the virtues of the family (he and When: Friday, Oct.2at | - handth th 4 

akfast. Jane have two daughters, one 18 and the other 5 9 p.m. i iouakt pie a eneedsa 
siven his roleasleader ofthe ParrotHeads,thefans ™onths) and of how he plans to cut back on touring. @ Tickets: $28.50 on sale bututiiontanhtcal? 
ose zany party-till-you drop spirit makes Buffett's Buffett even talks vaguely about someday walking through Fastix outlets 
»ws among the most colorful in pop, one wouldhalf away from the pop world, perhaps turning to teaching Bi Info: 1-800-277-1700 A: There’sa definite parallel. 
ect him to order something to combat a morning and moving back to Alabama, where he was raised in INFO: te CUUT LET = 


igover, a bloody Mary perhaps. Yet Buffett just | Mobile. 


Please see BUFFETT on 4G > 
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Y Tours, Albums and 


Lf py W. len raybornh 
director of commtni¢ations 
\ \ Margaritaville. . . 
\ \ The word conjures images of an easygoing Caribbean seaside 
| \ | N town filled with friends, frozen drinks, Hawaiian shirts, beach parties, 
l and, of course, Jimmy Buffett music. Brother Jimmy Buffett, ‘67 
\ Epsilon-Nu (Southern Mississippi), has more than realized his dream to 
\ play good music to good people. 
In fact, in the last few years, Brother Buffett’s summer 
tours have consistently sold out and ranked him as one of 
the top touring performers. Each summer, about a million 
people flock to hear Brother Buffett’s memorable songs such as 
“Margaritaville,” “Cheeseburger in Paradise,’ and dozens more of 
Brother Buffett’s trademark melodies. 

Since his debut album in 1970, Brother Buffett has pro- 
duced 25 albums, with four going gold, three going platinum and 
one, “Songs You Know By Heart,” going double platinum. He hit 
mM the pop charts for the first time with a 1974 single “Come 
Monday” from his second album, Living and Dying in 3/4 Time. 
But his most well-known song went all the way to #8 on the pop 
charts - “Margaritaville.” The song has sent fans of all ages look- 
ing for the “lost shaker of salt,” and is often hailed as the defini- 
tive Jimmy Buffett song. 

In the 25 years of his career, Brother Buffett has remained 
consistently popular and productive, keeping one of the most 
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taxing touring schedules of any artist. But he has also managed to remain the same laid-back 
Jimmy Buffett that his fans, often called Parrot Heads (for their garish attire and as a comi- 
VI cal comparison to the “Dead Heads” - the fans of the popular touring band, the Grateful 

Dead) know and love. You won’t see him “going commercial” with videos on MTV or with 
rabid merchandising. He has remained true to the principles and ideals he held when he was 
playing in coffeehouses in the early 70s. 

In a 1993 interview, Brother Buffett explained, “I believe it has something to do 
with the fact that I came up as a performer out of folk clubs and bars, and I learned to 
perform there. That part of me really hasn’t changed with the success that has come 
because it’s basically playing to people. 
It’s just a larger audience. Careers get 
short circuited, particularly because video 
has eliminated that process of the step by 
M step ascension to a career. So all that’s left is 
| me and the Grateful Dead that know how to 
\\ play live . . . and a couple of other people. So 
it’s really gratifying to come out and see an 
audience with 6-year-olds and 60-year- 
olds, and everything in between. People 
come to see a good show and have a 
good time, and that’s the kind of per- 
former I am, and always have been. I 
always owed more to my audiences than 
to my record company. I honestly 
believe that.” 

Brother Buffett was initiated in 
1967 and graduated from Southern 
Mississippi with a degree in histo- 
ry and journalism. In the early 
years after his graduation, the 
self-proclaimed troubadour lived 
some in Nashville, Tenn. and Key 
West, Fla. He travelled quite a bit, 
playing at community colleges, cof- 
fee houses, and a variety of other 
places. It is said that he discovered the 60s a decade late and 90 miles 

north of Havana, Cuba, in Key West. There he forged his personal experiences and the stories and leg- 
ends of the Caribbean to create his unique song-writing style. 

That style has led thousands to live vicariously through him. The easy-going, simple-pleasures, 
enjoy-life philosophy matched with a strong support of environmental ideals, especially the protection 
of the manatee, has given Brother Buffett more than fans, it has given him a following. Over 40 Parrot 
Head clubs exist across the U.S. They have regular meetings, go to all the 
Buffett concerts they can and support their environmental causes. And in 
keeping with the times, Parrot Heads have set up chat rooms on all the pop- 
ular on-line services. 

Brother Buffett loves his fans and, in 1985, when he opened The 
Margaritaville Store in Key West, on the counter was the first issue of The 
Coconut Telegraph to keep his fans informed. “Once the Parrot Head phe- 
nomenon started, I had to find a vehicle to keep in touch with the Parrot 
Heads. Using my journalism degree, which I never got to use anyway, we 


Continued on page 45 
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brother 


BUFFETT 


continued from pg. 5 


put together a newspaper to keep in direct contact with anyone 
who wanted to subscribe, and called it The Coconut Telegraph. 
Mainly it’s to keep in touch with the fans, but it’s definitely for 
non-inquiring minds.” In addition to the newspaper, The store, 
and it’s newer sister in New Orleans, sell all sorts of Jimmy 
Buffett memorabilia ranging from the “lost shaker of salt” to t- 
shirts to margarita mixes. And as for the Telegraph, a subscrip- 
tion is only $5 a year. Call 1-800-COCOTEL for more infor- 
mation. 

He enjoys his work. And to him, it is his work and his 
love. “Basic thing is that I’m an entertainer. I always have 
been. I started as a saloon singer, and I’m not out there trying 
to save the world through my music. I’m just there to give 
people a couple of hours of relief from world problems, which 
historically takes you back to the minstrels. It’s a really simple 
thing for me to be in that category. I’m not trying to do any- 
thing else. As for my politics or my passions for the environ- 
ment, I do them on my own. I don’t try to take my audience 
with me. I don’t use my music as a vehicle.” 

Currently, Brother Buffett is working with his own record 
label, appropriately named Margaritaville Records. He’s using 
his label to help developing artists get the chance to grow that 
the MTV-flash-in-the-pan machine overlooks. He also writes. 

To date, Brother Buffett has written two best-sellers: Tales 
from Margaritaville, and the more recent Where is Joe 
Merchant? which may be made into a movie by Paramount. 
And look for him to keep writing. He says he’s not a “serious” 
writer, but it’s always been something he wanted to do. He’s 
also about to come out with a brand new album, “Barometer 
Soup.” Look for it to be released this summer. 

Last year, Brother Buffett left Key West with his wife, 
Jane, and two daughters, Savannah Jane, 16, and Sarah 
Delaney, 3, to live in Palm Beach, Fla. While that upset some 
of his fans, since he has long been considered a “part” of Key 
West (and vice-versa), he’s still within driving distance and he 
still tours (but he continues to say that he will cut the tours 
back. . . someday). 

But until then, you can still catch Brother Buffett as he 
and his troupe travel the country each summer singing tunes 
for Parrot Heads young and old. 
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records by Tammy Wynette, Jim Reeves and Crystal Gayle. 
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| John Atkins some, like Hank Williams Jr. and Lynn Anderson, go on to 

> Martin Hawkin stardom, others are not so fortunate. 
‘ as DRAGGIN THE BOW. Bob Powel takes a personal look at some of 

Spencer Leigh 2 his favourite fiddlers and their albums, starting with Billy 

\ B Armstrong. Others include Kenny Baker, Spade Cooley, Byron 

an Broughton , _Berline and Vassar Clements. 
close, Jimmy Buffett is seen in colour sailing his yacht, and Alan 


Cackett tells of the struggles Jimmy had to succeed. 
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IT’S HARD to believe that it was all of ten 
years ago that Jimmy Buffett released “‘A 
White Sport Coat And A Pink Crustacean’’, 
the classic album of the seventies. It didn’t 
exactly set the world alight, because like 
the man himself, Buffett's music tends to 
creep up on you, engulfing the listener 
with memorable lyrics and never to be 
forgotten melodies. 

To produce the album, which to this day 
| regard as his finest work, Buffett had to 
go through many setbacks.anu had almost 
ten years of some kind of musical 
experience behind him. Considering his 
somewhat lazy, laid-back lifestyle, | guess 
it's a wonder that the sandy-haired singer 
ever made it in music at all. 

He was born on Christmas Day, 1946, 
in Mobile, Alabama, and both music and 
the sea were to feature in his life from an 
early age. His love for the sea came from 
his grandfather, Captain James Delaney 
Buffett, whom Jimmy idolised. The old 
man told the young lad all about sea 
legends, and took him out on the Atlantic, 
where Jimmy discovered life could be 
idyllic. Those days are fondly remembered 
by Jimmy and reminiscences keep 
surfacing in his songs, none more so than 
in the moving ‘‘The Captain And The Kid"’, 
written shortly after the death of his 
grandfather. 

Never too sure what he wanted to do 
with his life, Jimmy wrapped himself up in 
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his two ‘escapes’ —music and the sea, and 
both became inexplicably entwined. As a 
youngster he recalls listening to the Mitch 
Miller sing-alongs, and this impressed 
upon him the importance of melody in 
music. 

After graduating from high school he 
enrolled at Auburn University, and the 
music became more important than his 
studies. It was 1964 and the folk boom 
was very much in vogue. He played guitar 
with a bunch of other students and they 
became involved in performing the music 
of acts iike The Kingston Trio, Tne 
Highwaymen and Peter, Paul & Mary. 

He left Auburn before completing his 
courses, a disappointment to his tutors and 
his parents, because he could not 
concentrate on academic studies. He did 
decide though that schooling would at the 
very least keep him out of the Vietnam 
War. He registered at Pearl River Junior 
College in Poplarville, Mississippi, intent 
on building a career in journalism. 

Being stuck in school was alien to 
Buffett, but he completed the one-year 
course on a diet of plenty of spare-time 
musical activity. He joined a folk trio 
playing coffee houses and fraternity 
dances. The threesome ali dressed in 
matching outfits of navy blue shirts, white 
belts and ascots, the typical all-American, 
boy-next-door image. : 

The college course led to the University 


purtert 


JIMMY BUFFETT 


of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg and 
the real nitty gritty of studying for a future 
career. But he just couldn't get away from 
the music. He joined another folk trio 
known as The Upstairs Alliance and began 
the first attempts at songwriting. He lived 
more in New Orleans than on campus and 
really soaked up the atmosphere. He 
landed a regular spot at the Bayou Room 
on New Orleans’ Bourbon Street and 
settled down in the French Quarter of the 
quaint Southern city. 

Jimmy graduated from the University in 
1969 in English language and public 
address, the equivalent of a journalism 
degree. He nurtured dreams of making it 
as a singer and performer, and decided to 
try his luck in that direction. He was 
working the odd gig around New Orleans 
and the Gulf Coast, and at one of these he 
met up with Milton Brown, a part-time 
songwriter who had built his own small 
recording studio in order to make demos of 
his songs. 

Milton helped Jimmy, offering him 
advice on writing and helping him to 
produce his very first record, ‘‘Abandoned 
On Tuesday’. Recorded in that small 
studio above a dentist's office, Jimmy sold 
the roughly recorded single at his various 
gigs. In the late seventies Brown landed a 
professional songwriter’s contract with 
Snuff Garrett's publishing company, and 
as well as co-writing “Every Which Way 
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Loose’’, the title tune for a Clint 
,stwood film and giant country hit for 
<ddie Rabbitt, he has also had songs 
recorded by David Frizzell, Shelly West 
and Porter Wagoner. 

Feeling that he was getting nowhere 
fast with his music, Jimmy decided to try 
his luck in Nashville. He peddied his songs 
around Music Row during 1971 and 
found a complete lack of interest amongst 
the music. publishers. The songs were 
either ‘too personal’ or not about ‘cheatin’ 
and ‘broken hearts’. He landed a 
journalist's job working for the music trade 
paper Billboard, writing the Nashville 
scene column. 

Eventually Buzz Cason, a successful 
writer and publisher, took an interest in 
what Jimmy had written. He suggested a 
few changes, mainly in the lyrical 
approach and helped him get a few cuts on 
his songs. Cason was producing a few 
sessions on Tompall and the Glaser 
Brothers in 1972, and they recorded two 
of Jimmy's songs, ‘‘The Christian’, 
co-written with Milton Brown, and ‘Tin 
Cup Chalice’, a soft, melodic tune. Neither 
was released at the time, but surfaced on 
an album in 1975. Cason himself recorded 
spasmodically for various labels, and 
towards the end of 1972 he released 
‘Heavy Dudes And Heartaches’’, a song 
he co-wrote with Buffett, on the small 
Caprice label. 

Eventually Jimmy himself landed a 
recording deal with Barnaby Records in 
Nashville, a company co-owned by singer 
Andy Williams. He recorded an album, 
“Down To Earth’’, produced by Travis 
Turk for Russell-Cason Productions 
(co-owned by Bobby Russell and Buzz 
Cason), which failed to make any kind of 
impression at all. 

The direction was more towards the 
folk-protest movement as typified by ‘‘The 
Christian’’, ‘Ellis Dee’’. and “| Can't Be 
Your Hero Today’. He was backed up by 
«:ectric and acoustic guitars, piano, bass, 
drums and harmonica, with Cason 
providing vocal background. One tune 
from the session, ‘‘Richard Frost’, a 
hard-biting song, was not included on the 
zibum. 
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“The Captain And The Kid’’, one of 
Jimmy's best-ever songs, was given a nice 
treatment, but a better version was 
recorded later. This song did give an 
indication of the direction that Jimmy's 
music would one day take. He recorded 
some more tracks for a second album 
which was never released at the time. 
Sales of his debut set had been 
disappointing, to say the least, so there 
was little call for a second, which had the 
working title of ‘“High Cumberland 
Jubilee’’. Again produced by Turk, this 
featured such well-known session players 
as Bobby Thompson and Bergen White 
alongside an unknown keyboard player 
called Randy Goodrun. Since those days 
Randy has emerged as one of Nashville's 
finest songwriters and top producers. 


On this set Buffett's songwriting had 
come a long way, and there were at least 
three classic songs. The opening song, 
““Ace’’, was all about a tramp who had 
lived an eventful life, but was now rejected 
by the modern day world. A superbly 
constructed song that showed his 
journalistic abilities could be used in 
conjunction with his music. ‘‘Livingstone’s 


Rough weather ahead. 


Gone To Texas”, on which Jimmy weaved 
his precious spell over a beautifully 
restrained guitar/keyboard partnership 
was another gem of a song. The sensitive 
handling of why a man must have his 
freedom, even if it means deserting his 
loved one, is too beautiful for words. 

The third song on this album that 
knocked me out was “‘in The Shelter’, 
another softiy presented song, this time 
about love that has gone sour and how a 
woman must carry on alone. These three 
songs were pointers to what was to come, 
but the album tay locked away in the 
record company’s vaults (even ‘lost’ at one 
time), until 1976 when the 
singer-songwriter had made a commercial 
breakthrough. 


Disillusioned and angry with the way 
he'd been treated by the Nashville music 
community, Jimmy escaped from 
Tennessee and headed to the sea. 
Accompanied by fellow singer-songwriter 
Jerry Jeff Walker, they travelled down to 
Miami and Jimmy ended up at Key West, 
a retreat from the problems he had found 
in Music City. He had left behind a failed 
marriage and bitter memories of rejection 
of his music, that was so very personal to 
him. : 


He continued with B UEP ETT, 


even teamed up with Jerry Jeff to write 
“Railroad Lady’’, a song that has become 
a classic after both Lefty Frizzell and Merle 
Haggard recorded it. He was tempted back 
to Nashville by Don Gant, a young, 
enthusiastic producer with ABC Records in 
Nashville. Gant worked closely with 
Jimmy in the studio and the result, “A 
White Sport Coat And A Pink Crustacean’’, 
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The fate Lefty Frizzell’s last hit, ‘‘Raifroad 
Lady”’, was a Jimmy Buffett song. 


was a set of songs that at last caught the 
essential talent and magic of Jimmy 
Buffett. 

His commercial success was moderate, 
though he rapidly built a cult following 
through such songs as ‘He Went To 


Paris’’, “| Have Found Me A Home” and 
“Death Of An Unpopular Poet’’. ‘My 
Lovely Lady’ was a little ironic; very 


Personal, it stated in simple terms that he 
was ready to leave Nashville and take his 
lady to the sea. His lady didn't go, but 
Jimmy did as he explained—‘‘You can 
have the rest of everything | own, ‘Cause | 
have found me a home”’. 

He hadn't really discovered a new 
musical style, it was more a case that 
Nashville hadn't been ready for his sound 
before, and he had to wait until a 
sympathetic producer could provide him 
with the right setting for his music. Don 
Gant was that person, and if anyone 
believed that that first album was 
something of a fluke, the next album, 
“Living And Dying In 3/4 Time’, showed 
that Jimmy Buffett was on his way. 

A single, the self-penned “‘Come 
Monday”, became an American top 
twenty pop hit during the summer of 1974 
and also received extensive radio plays in 
Britain. The album mixed the reflective 
side (‘‘Livingstone’s Gone To Texas’’) with 
humour (“Pencil Thin Moustache’’) and a 
kind of blend between the cosmic cowboy 
scene like The Eagles and a unique 
Caribbean-country style that was totally 
Buffett's. 

But now he was out on the road 
performing his songs as a solo act, either 
in small rooms or as opening act for such 
major stars as James Taylor, The Eagles 
and Linda Ronstadt. He continued his 
comfortable musical styling with the 


31 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Buffett Family History 


“*Havana 
1976 


“‘A1A'’ and 
in 1975 and 


albums 
Daydreamin’ "’ 


respectively, and his recordings for the ~ 


Barnaby label were reissued in a double 
album set under the very apt title ‘Before 
The Salt’’. This package featured all those 
early songs, including the previously 
unissued ‘‘ Richard Frost’’. 

He was asked to write the score for the 
film ‘‘Rancho DeLuxe’’, a modern-day 
western written by his brother-in-law Tom 
McGuane and starring Jeff Bridges, in 
which Jimmy’s music fitted in perfectly 
with the laid-back, humorous storyline. It 
was only a ‘second feature’ film, so it 
hardly brought any kind of acclaim or 
recognition for his music, but there is a 
fine soundtrack album, which is well worth 
seeking out. 

His breakthrough finally came in 1977 
with the single ‘‘Margaritaville’’, which 
made the American top twenty and 
elevated Jimmy into the major star 
category. The single was lifted off the 
‘‘Changes In Lattitudes, Changes In 
attitudes’’ album, which really wasn’t that 
much different than its predecesssors. It 
was the same formula of laid-back, 
easy-on-the-ear songs, and in fact two of 
Jimmy's songs—‘‘In The Shelter’’ and 
‘*'Wonder Why We Ever Go 
Home’ ’ —were written a few years earlier. 

The difference with this album was not 
in the musical content, the change was 
that a new producer was brought 
in—Norbert Putman. A change of 
recording location also took place with 
sessions split between Miami and 
Putman’s own Quadraphonic studio in 
Nashville. The title tune was also a 
big-selling single and the album rapidly 
went platinum. 

By this time he had his own band, The 
Coral Reefers, for both concert and studio 
work, and he changed his management 
from Nashville's Don Light Agency to the 
Front Line Management out of California. 
His next album, ‘‘Son Of A Son Of A 
Sailor’, also went platinum and produced 
another hit single, ‘‘Cheeseburger In 
Paradise’. Again production was handled 
by Putman on a selection of songs which 
had a harder, ‘rock band’ feel than any 
previous Buffett collection. 

By now he had a full band and this was 
being reflected in both his songwriting and 
the presentation of his music. Typical of 
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Jimmy, though, he refused to allow his 
success to spoil his already comfortable 


lifestyle. Around this time Jimmy 
remarried, to a lady who had previously 
been referred to as “Miss Jane’ on 
dedications in his earlier albums. They 
moved to Aspen, Colorado, but still 
retained an apartment in Key West. He 
sold his larger boat and immediately 
bought a new one and spent two months 
sailing the north-west Canbbean. 

It is his ability to keep his personal life 
in perspective and not be overcome by the 
business trappings of the music scene that 
has enabled Jimmy's prolific pen and 
fertile mind to consistently produce such 
excellent material. In August 1978 he 
recorded a double live set which showed 
even more conclusively the way the band 
had altered his music. Many of his most 
sensitive songs were given a harder edge, 
though he did dismiss the band for a fine 
solo spot, which inciuded the moving “He 
Went To Paris’’ and “The Captain And The 
Kid"’. 

The following November saw the 
release of ‘Volcano’, an album recorded 
on the island of Monserrat. This presented 
another ‘new’ side of Buffett. Once again 


his infectious RUF: all xan 
especially .in the title tune, a delightful 
calypso complete with references to Three 
Mile Island and the Ayatollah Khomeini, 
hence the reason for writing the delightful 
“Chanson Pour Les Petit Enfants’’. 

This strange fairy tale is never sickly 
sweet, as Jimmy fulfills a child's daydream 
of the good life. That he manages to tap a 
child’s sense of wonder and goodness 
without going smug, sentimental or 
religious, shows why he’s such an 
acclaimed writer and performer. The soft, 
gently swaying ballads are also in evidence 
in songs like “‘Treat Her Like A Lady’, 
‘Stranded On A Sandbar’ and ‘Sending 
The Old Man Home’’. 

The album was moderately successful 
and Jimmy received more exposure 
through the film ‘‘Urban Cowboy”’ in 
which he performed ‘Hello Texas’’. For 
his next album he changed location and 
settled for Muscle Shoals, Alabama. 
“Coconut Telegraph’’ was back to the 
softer Buffett style highlighted by 
*‘Incommunicado”’, a sensitive tribute to 
John Wayne and Travis McGhee. 

Once again he wrote a song for his 
young daughter with the delightful ‘‘Little 
Miss Magic’’, and demonstrated his 
unique talent for lyrics in the humorous 
‘The Weather Is Here, Wish You Were 
Beautiful’ and even turns in a revival of 
“Stars Fell On Alabama’’, a song which he 
had grown up on. 

He returned to Nashville to record his 
next album, ‘‘Somewhere Over China’, 
another fine blend of gentle melodies, 
escapist lyrics and sympathetic musical 
backdrops. Never one to chase after 
commercial success, Jimmy remains the 
complete storyteller, drawing on his own 
experiences for his strong material. 

It's hard to pinpoint Jimmy Buffett's 
roots, or where he’s likely to take his 
music. What one can say, though, is that 
throughout his career he has never 
followed trends. He refuses to compromise 
to commercial needs, and has maintained 
a strangely successful ‘couldn't care less 
attitude’ about it all. Yet beneath the 
surface there is a well-meaning, deeply 
thoughtful person who loves his music as 
much as the sea, which in this fast-moving 
life has not only kept Jimmy Buffett sane, 
but also endeared him to a growing legion 
of fans, who also find that his music keeps 
them sane. 


ALAN CACKETT 


JIMMY BUFFETT ALBUM 
DISCOGRAPHY: 


High Cumberland Jubilee— 

Barnaby BR-6014 

Down To Earth—Barnaby Z-30093 
Before The Salt—Barnaby 2-BR-6019 
A White Sport Coat And A Pink 
Crustacean—ABCDunhill DSX-50150° 
Probe SPB-1078 

Living & Dying In 34 Time— 
ABCL-5048 

A1A—ABCL-5065 

Havana Daydreamin’—ABCL-5148 
Changes /n Lattitudes, Changes In 
Attitudes —ABC-5218 

Son Of A Son Of A Sailor— 
ABCL-5242 

Rancho DeLuxe—United Artists 
UA-LA466-G 

You Had To Be There—MCA MCDW-451 
Coconut Telegraph—MCA MCF-3097 
Volcano—MCA-5 102 

Somewhere Over China—MCA-5285 
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PLACE ON EARTH 
The Mississippi Delta and the | 


Roots of Regional Identity 
by James C. Cobb 
Oxford University Press, $27.95 


REVIEW BY STEVE ENG 


What does Civil War historian (and 
novelist) Shelby Foote have in common 
with rock ’n’ roll madman Jerry Lee 
Lewis—and with country music’s only 
living black star, Charley Price? 

The Mississippi Delta. 

Stretching south from Memphis to 
Greenville, Mississippi, the-Delta is an 
area of over 7,000 square miles, where 
(in the words of Shelby Foote) “slow 
circuitous creeks, covered 
with dust and steaming in 
the heat” curve like 
snakes. The often-flood- 
ed, swampy land, over- 
hung with vines and 
boasting giant gum trees 
sometimes six feet wide, 
possesses rich soil. The 
fertile ground was ideal 
for growing cotton on 
large plantations . . . 
picked by slaves before 
the Civil War and by 
sharecroppers afterward. 

The region’s long 
history of exploiting black 
labor provided the inspi- 
ration for the Delta blues, by such musi- 
cians as Muddy Waters—whose very: 


name evokes the marsh water of thgaitea. : 
: gahs in line.” 


Now the locality receives a vivid and 


probing examination by James C. Cobb, a : 
: was seeping upriver to Memphis, as 

: blacks and whites laid their vores into 
: the grooves at Sam Phillips’s Sun 


University of Tennessee professor who 
seems equally at home with labor statis- 
tics, white man’s blues recordings by 


Cari Perkins, and novels by Walker Percy : 


(who was raised in Greenville). 

Cobb brings to life the days of the 
antebellum planter aristocracy, whose 
drinking and high-stakes gambling were 


almost status symbols. Their treatment of : 
slaves makes for painful reading, with the : 


slaves perhaps receiving six to ten 
Saturday afternoons off a year. ‘s 
The Civil War saw not only Union 


: lest it fall into enemy hands. Then after 
: the war, the plantation owners at times 
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other city of its size’ 
: Percy and Ellen Gilchrist, ammg many. 


troops destroying plantations, but 
Confederate soldiers burning up cotton 


kept some slaves in bondage fer as long 


: as three years before they learned they 

: were free. The post-war “Black Codes” 

: prevented the blacks from renting land or 
: testifying in court or even preaching the 

: gospel. These were quickly overturned, 

: but their spirit abided far into the 20th 
century. Nowhere was white supremacy 

: more vigorously upheld than isthe Delta 
? between the Mississippi and Yazoo 

: Tivers. 


Cobb felpallensdy exposes the share- 


? cropping racket that kept the blcks in 

: economic chains. Through rigged. book- 

? keeping, they stayed in perpetua! debt. 

: When Irish workers were brought in, they 
: refused to put up with the dishonesty and 
: left. The white owners preferrediblack 


laborers, of cours,,refus- 
ing to employ posr whites, 
because the blacks—kept 
as ignorant as possible 
through bad scheols— 
were easier to cheat. Yet 
Cobb reports certain 
exceptions—in Tunica 
County in 1900, there 
were more black landown- 
ers than white. 

During the Depression, 
New Deal relief measures 
were seen as undermining 
the sharecroppirg dictator- 
ship in the Delta In the 
1950s, the threat of inte- 
gration led to the gleeful 


murder of Emmett Till, and one of the 
: defense attomeys for the killers said the 


murder was necessary “to keepour nig- 


In this same period the blues music 


Records. And in Greenville, there were 
“more writers per square foot tian any 
”—such as Walker 


Thus has the fertile soil of tie 
Mississippi- Yazoo delta yielded a rich 
book about this unique piace aid people 

. . a swampy ghetto whose peablems are 


finally being transcended by time and 
: social progress. € 
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MORE BIOGRAPHIES - 


The Biography of Jimmy Buffett (king of the parrotheads!) 


Born: December 25, 1946 Birth Place: Pascogoula, MS 
instrument: Guitar, VocalsSinger/songwriter Jimmy Buffett 
has translated his easy-going Gulf Coast persona into more 
than just a successful recording career -- he has expanded into 
clothing, nightclubs, and literature. But the basis of the 
business empire that keeps him on the Fortune magazine list 
of highest-earning entertainers is his music. 


Buffett moved to Nashville to try to make it in country music 
in the late '60s. Signed to Barnaby, he released one album, 
Down to Earth (1970). The single from which, a socially 
conscious song, called "The Christian?", suggested he might 
be more at home protesting in Greenwich Village. (Barnaby 
"lost" his second album, High Cumberland Jubilee, though 
they would find it and release it after he became successful.) 
Instead, he moved to Key West, FL, where he gradually 
evolved the beach bum character and tropical folk-rock style 
that would endear him to millions. 


Signing to ABC-Dunhill Records (later absorbed by MCA), 
Buffett achieved notoriety but not much else with his second 
(released) album, White Sport Coat and a Pink Crustacean 
(1973), which featured a song called, "Why Don't We Get 
Drunk" ("... and Screw?", goes the chorus). Buffett revealed a 
more thoughtful side on Living and Dying in 3/4 Time 
(1974), with its song of marital separation "Come Monday," 
his first singles chart entry. But it took the Top Ten song 
"Margaritaville" and the album in which it was featured, 
Changes in Latitudes, Changes in Attitudes (1977), to capture 
Buffett's tropical world view and, for a while, turn him into a 
pop star. 


By the start of the '80s, Buffett's yearly albums had stopped 
going gold, and he briefly tried the country market again. But 
by the middle of the decade, it was his yearly summer tours that were filling 
his bank account, as a steadily growing core of Sun Belt fans he dubbed 
"Parrotheads" made his concerts into Mardi Gras-like affairs. Buffett 
launched his Margaritaville line of clothes and opened the first of his 
Margaritaville clubs in Key West. He also turned to fiction writing, landing 
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on the book best-seller lists. 


His recording career, meanwhile, languished, though a hits compilation sold 
millions, a 1990 live album, Feeding Frenzy, went gold, and a 1992 boxed set 
retrospective, Boats Beaches Bars & Ballads, became one of the best-selling 
boxed sets ever. Buffett finally got around to making a new album in 1994, 
when Fruitcakes became one of his fastest-selling records. It was followed in 
1995 by Barometer Soup... ~ William Ruhlmann 


..and in 1996 by Banana Wind and Christmas Island and in 1998 by Don't 
Stop The Carnival. ~ RemitMan ~ 


Did you know?"Bubbles Up ! (This is one of Jimmy's favorite 
sayings...saved his life when he crashed the Goose off Long Island...he went 
through the flight survival training course at Little Creek Nav Air Station in 
Norfolk, and this was the last thing he remembered before blacking out after 
the crash..he saw which way the bubbles were going ("bubbles up") and 
followed them..and survived the crash). Bubbles Up !" Uncle Joe 


find and buy any of Jimmy's CD's by using the search fild at the bottom of 
this page :) 


Copyright © 1999 INFOBUDDY. All rights reserved. 
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yster shells crunched under the tires as we parked. 
An orange neon sign on the roof flashed 
“PELHAM’S,”’ the name of our favorite riverside-cate. - 
The year was 1941, a few months before Pearl Harbor. 
J.D. and | had been dating since August and | was to 
meet his dad. 

Captain Buffett was skipper of the DELMUNDO, a 
cargo ship sailing between New Orleans and South | 
America for the Mississippi Shipping Company. All the 
months he was at sea, his family often talked about 
‘“‘when Daddy gets home.’’ I had come to realize that 
although they looked forward to his return from each 
voyage, when the Captain came ashore Catherine didn’t 
date, J.D. was in early each evening, Billy came straight 
home from school, and Patsy and her husband Roy 
were at his beck and call from their house next door. 
Life clearly did not go on as usual. Squabbles were kent 
to a minimum, each meal was Sunday dinner, and 
everybody adhered to Mom’s, ‘‘Remember, we don’t 
want to upset Daddy while he’s here.”’ 

An independent nineteen year old, | was working as a 
secretary at Ingalls Shipyard, living in Gulfport for the 
first time. The prospect of spending an entire evening 
with the demanding captain was not exactly my idea of a 
fun date. But J.D. was a new beau who seemed to be 
getting ‘‘serious;’’ besides, we planned to sneak off 
after dinner and go for a moonlight sail. 

I didn’t know what to expect as J.D. led me across the i 
narrow, plank walkway and opened the door to the 


| 
Chapter One 
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Captain Jimmie Buffett 


By Peets Buffett/ 7, ,, my’s 
Meth 


4 198 


Mobile Bay Monthly 63 
Vol-2, no-F 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Buffett Family History 77 of 84 


A SAILOR’S LIFE/from page 63 


sagging screened porch which was the 
dining area. A_ breeze whistled 
through the screens, and the rising 
tide lapped at the barnacled piling 
below. In the distance a foghorn 
croaked warnings to the river traffic. 
J.D.’s mother, his sisters, his kid 
brother, and his brother-in-law sur- 
rounded the Captain at a large round 
table in the middle of the room. Plat- 
ters of steaming pink shrimp and 
russet-colored crabs: were at the 
center, and frosty beer mugs marked 
each place. Above the river noises 
and the chatter of other diners, we 
could hear the resonant voice of the 
Captain, ‘‘...so I made sure every- 
thing was shipshape and _ Bristol 
fashion before I let any of the crew 
leave the ship.’”’ 

He glanced up at J.D. as we 
reached the table. ‘‘You’re late.”’ 

I blushed and looked the other way 
because, as usual, I had not been 
ready when J.D. came to pick me up. 
J.D. just nodded and said, ‘‘Daddy, I 
want you to meet my girl, Peets.’’ 

Captain Buffett stood, sized me up 
in a moment, extended a firm hand- 
shake and said, ‘‘Sit down, young 
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lady, and have a beer. Help yourself 
to some of this seafood, too. It’s 
mighty damn good.”’ 

I took the cane-back chair next to 
J.D., facing his father. f straightened 
my collar and fidgeted with a 
hangnail on my thumb, trying to 
escape his gaze. ‘‘Peets?’’ he ques- 
tioned. ‘‘What kind of name is that 
for a girl?”’ 

1 laughed at his chauvinism, not yet 
having had my feminist consciousness 
raised, and reached for a hot shrimp 
before I answered. ‘‘For one thing, 
it’s my last name. And it’s Welsh. | 
do have another name — Loraine — 
but nearly everybody calls me Peets. 
*Specially my friends.’’ 

“That’s what I'll call you then.”’ 
He paused a moment. ‘‘My family 
came over from_Wales, too.’’ 

Captain Buffett looked exactly like 
a weathered seafarer, except that he 
was shorter than I’d expected — 
about my height. His face was tan 
and deeply lined, his dark crewcut 
had hints of gray at the temple, and 
under his crisp, white Arrow shirt 
there was a suggestion of a pot belly. 
But he had the most remarkable eyes. 
Gray-blue and clear as crystal, they 
seemed to twinkle even when his ex- 
pression was serious. 

We settled back at the table, refill- 

continued on page 66 
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A SAILOR’S LIFE/from page 64 
ing plates and glasses while the Cap- 


tain resumed the conversation with 
another episode from his youthful 
sailing days. A hopeless romantic, I 
soon found myself enchanted with 
this adventurer and the tales he was 
spinning. My initial apprehension 
about our meeting was soon allayed 
by his charms, but there was no way 
of knowing that we would develop a 
mutual admiration which would en- 
dure until the end of his life. On that 
pleasant Indian summer evening, | 
found Captain Br ffett unlike anyone 
I’d ever met before and hoped that I 
would get the chance to know him 
better. 

Even then, I was curious about 
what quirk of fate had brought the 
sailor from the Maritime Provinces 
all the way to Mississippi, to meet a 
girl, marry her, and raise a family. 
J.D. had told me about young Jim- 
mie Buffett leaving Nova Scotia at 
the tender age of sixteen to become a 
cabin boy on a whaling ship, so he 
could search for his older brother 
John, who had been reported ship- 
wrecked. But how had he ended up in 
this small port town on the Gulf of 
Mexico, at Mrs. Seymour’s boarding 
house beside the Singing River at 
Pascagoula? 

I didn’t learn the answers at that 
dinner, but in time I uncovered much 
of the story. Hilda Seymour, the 


eldes: of seven children, was a dark- 
rasred_heaulzof seventeen in 1916 
when Jimmie Buffett first walked in—_ 
‘to her mother’s boarding house seek- 
ing lodgings. Mrs. Seymour’s rooms 
were clean, cheap, and convenient, a 
favorite stopover for crews from the 
sailing ships that moored off Horn 
Island, about twelve miles out in the 
Gulf, while loading and unloading 
lumber. 

On his initial stay he had made a 
lasting impression on the pretty 
teenager. His occasional contribu- 
tions to suppertime discussions were 
always about strange people and far- 
off places. In the months that fol- 
lowed, he returned briefly several 
times, but nothing more than a polite 
hello was exchanged between them. 
Finally, when Hilda was cleaning his 
room one day, she dared take the in- 
itiative. Into a book he was obviously 
reading, she inserted a note as a 
bookmark: ‘‘Why don’t you talk a 
little more? You always sound so 
good.’’ Thus she made the move that 
began a love affair lasting through 
fifty-one years of marriage. : 

The early stages went slowly. Mom 


2 
£ , 


swears that she never had another 
boyfriend after meeting Pop, but for 
a while he continued to have a girl in 
every port, like seafarers the world 
over. His stays at the boarding-house 
were always short, and the intervals 
between visits were often as long as 
five or six months. It was two years 
before the couple eloped to Gulfport, 
Mississippi, on August 12, 1918, to be 
married by a Justice of the Peace. 
Says Hilda Buffett of their courtship, 
“Mostly, we’d go walking on the 
beach after supper at night. Didn’t 
have acar then, and there wasn’t a lot 
to do in Pascagoula in those days.”’ 
When they broke the news to her 
family, Jimmie moved in permanent- 
ly with his bride. ‘‘Of course,’’ she 
recalls, ‘‘he had to leave in a cou- 
ple of days, but I knew he’d be 
back.’’ Come back he did, and leave 
again, and again, during the years 
that Hilda stayed in Pascagoula bear- 
ing and rearing children, and helping 
her mother with the boarders. James 
D., Jr. (my J.D.) was born in 1919, 
Patsy in 1921, and Catherine in 1923. 
Because he was away at sea for longer 
periods than he spent at home, Hilda 
continued staying at her mother’s. 
When Billy, their fourth and last 
child was born in 1926, the family 
had completely outgrown their 
cramped quarters. Hilda rented a 
house on the beach with room enough 
for everyone, and took her mother 
with them when they moved. In fact, 
Granny Seymour remained for 
several years, helping with the 
children and the cooking. She also 
took over the household when Hilda 
accompanied her husband on ships 
plying the timber trade to the Carib- 


bean. . 
One such trip was aboard the five- 


masted barkentine, MON- 
FALCONE, a 372-foot vessel with 
90,000 square yards of sail which had 
been built at the old International 
Shipyard in Pascagoula. Jimmie Buf- 
fett was her first master, making the 
maiden voyage to Cuba in November, 
1920, accompanied by his wife and 
first-born. The Captain later recalled 
it as the most eventful he ever ex- 
perienced aboard this vessel. He took 
the ship from Pascagoula to New 
Orleans, where at the St. Andrews 
Dock she was loaded with three 
million feet of lumber to be delivered 
to Havana. Enroute they encoun- 
tered a fierce hurricane in the Gulf 
which they rode out in good shape, 
but which delayed the arrival. Upon 


reaching their destination, the master 
continued on page 68 
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learned that the consignee was unable 
to pay for the cargo, in fact, had 
skipped town. It was necessary to re- 
main moored for several days while 
he worked out a deaf to unload the 
lumber and collect the funds for the 
same before he could return to the 
States and pay off the crew. 

On the afternoon of November 
25th, while they were still awaiting 
funds, the cook baked a special cake 
and Hilda dressed their toddler in a 
brand-new white sailor suit wih blue 
braid around the wide collar and a 
star on each corner. Suddenly, while 
crawling around the open deck, J.D. 
pulled himself up and began to take 
his first tottering steps. It was an 
auspicious moment for the young 
couple, so the Captain immediately 
hoisted all the vessel’s flags to mark 
the occasion. Ships around them 
began to signal, trying to find out 
why the flags were flying. When the 
MONFALCONE answered back, 
each skipper followed suit, until all 
the flags on all the ships in Havana 


; Government Blvd. 
Mobile, AL 36606 
7 (205) 478-3383 


J.D.’s_ first birthday. This oft- 
repeated story made Havana very 
special to the Buffett family. 

Since old Havana had been a fre- 
quent and favorite port of call for the 
skipper, he entertained first his 
children, then his grandchildren, for 
many years with stories of adventures 


appeal for all Buffetts — a place 
about which the elders reminisced 
and which the young longed to see. 
Billy, who served in the Navy in 
World War II (and then followed his 
father into the merchant marine after 
the war), was the first to make the 
pilgrimage. Quite by chance in 1948, 
Billy found himself in Havana for 
three months while his ship awaited 
major repairs. He used the time try- 
ing to relive his dad’s days there, ex- 
ploring bars, restaurants, and who 


mber Yard 


y 59 South 


| knows what else from the Captain’s 
ilf Shores past. When he returned, he promptly 
}68-6871 reported to his father all the vital in- 
‘ ‘ formation he’d picked up: what was 
5:00 Mon - Fri happening at Sloppy Joe’s, where the 
- Noon Sat best fried plaintains, black beans, or 


Cuba libres could be bought, and 
where to find the prettiest dancing 
girls in town. 

Years later, in 1966, after Fidel 
Castro had assumed control, J.D. 
rode the U.S.S. ARLINGTON on a 
shakedown cruise from Mobile to 
Guantanamo Bay. Poor Jay — the 


ding 
venter | 


harbor were flying in celebration of ° 


there. Cuba came to have a magnetic. 


‘ most he got to see this trip was the 


view across barbed wire atop the wall 
protecting the old naval base. What a 
contrast from his visit in 1920, when 
flags flew from the tops of all the 
masts in the harbor in honor of his 
first birthday! 

A decade later our daughter, 
Laurie, sailed with her husband, Tom 
McGuane, ina race from Key West to 
Havana, the first sanctioned by the 
two countries during Castro’s rule. 
Tom wrote the following to us on 
December 10, 1978, as they departed 
on their odyssey: 


Dear Peets and J.D., 

This is to inform you that I am 
transporting your daughter to a Com- 
munist nation. In the event that cheap 
comments are made in the press as to 
our politics, we should like you to 
know that we are merely revisiting the 
scene of J.D.’s first steps. 

Love, 
Tom 


For the Captain’s grandson and 
namesake, Jimmy Buffett, who had 
been ‘‘Havana Daydreamin’”’ all his 
life (his album of the same name is 
dedicated to his grandfather’s 
memory), his ultimate dream was 
realized. In 1983, he was invited to 
sail with Ernest Hemingway’s son, 
Jack, and granddaughter, Margeaux, 
aboard a venerable old sloop, the 
WESTERN UNION, retracing the 
writer’s travels in the very same ship 
from Key West to Havana. While 
there, at Hemingway’s favorite bar, 
Jimmy picked up a guitar and sang 
about his grandfather, fulfilling his 
fondest fantasy, albeit under the 
watchful eye of the KGB. 

As for me, alas, the only time I ever 
saw Cuba was through binoculars 
from the starboard side of a cruise 
ship as the social director pointed out 
its sandy beaches a few miles away. 

And so, the mystique remains. 
Now there are three generations of 
Buffetts drawn to the scene of J.D.’s 
first steps, who are just itching to get 
down there and see the Captain’s old 
stomping grounds. Watch out, 
Havana, the rest of us Buffetts will 
get there some day, amigos. 

Hasta luego! a 


A Sailor's Life is the first chapter of a book on 
the life of Captain Jimmie Buffett by Peets 
Buffett, to be published in 1987 by 
Yoknapatawpha Press, Oxford, Mississippi. 
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_ Nashville writer Steve Eng has be- 

_ gun work on a new biography of sing- — 

_ er Jimmy Buffett for St. Martin’s 

' Press. The book, which is not titled 

— yet, will be published next year. 

_ _ The author said he hopes to inter- 

- view Buffett, as well as people who 

. have personal recollections of him. 
He also is looking for old photos and 
articles about him. If you’d like to 
help, you can call him collect at (615) 
226-1890 or write him at P.O. Box 
60072, Nashville, Tenn., 37206. 
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Ms. Else Martin, 1-9-95 
History and Genealogy Dept., 

Jackson County Public Library 

3214 Pascagoula St., 

Pascagoula, Miss. 39567 


Steve Eng 


Dear Else, 


This is to confirm my interest in finding the rooming house 
run by Norman M. Seymour and wife Condalaura (Flechas) Seymour, 
on the beach during World War I. Their daughter Hilda married 
Capt. James Delaney Buffett, Jimmy's grandfather ("The Captain 
and the Kid," and "Son of a Son of a Sailor"). I need the 
address (would pay for the title of the property) and, 

most unlikely, a photo if anything still stands. I would 

pay you a research fee for such extra efforts and a free 

book. If there were anything to photograph, black and white 
and several shots is the rule. Simply call collect. 


And Pelham's restaurant mentioned in Peets Buffett's memoir 
is the other site in question (tentatively 380 Front St.). 


If any courthouse records of property ownership can be 
exhumed for Buffetts, this too is of importance. 
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From: Pascagoula Reference [pgref@jgrl.lib.ms.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 29, 2004 12:06 PM 
To: PGGEN@JGRL.LIB.MS.US 
Subject: FW: "The Pascagoula Run" by Jimmy Buffet 
Q 
\v 
SSeS Original Message----- 
From: Tom Hopfensperger [mailto:tomh@entercom.com] yy 
Sent: Thursday, September 23, 2004 9:41 AM \ 
To: Unlisted-recipients 
Subject: Re: "The Pascagoula Run" by Jimmy Buffet 


Hello Pascagoula, 

I work at a radio station in Madison, WI and just heard an obscure Jimmy Buffet song 
called "The Pascagoula Run". In the lyrics, there is a reference to "Billy in his '65 
Jaguar...", a person who invites Buffet to join him on a wild scurry of sorts. Any idea 
who this character might be...please reply. 


Thanks 


Tom Hopfensperger 
Entercom - Madison i 
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The Pascagoula 
Run 


The Pascagoula Run 

By: Jimmy Buffett, Jay Oliver 

1989 

Billy pulled in in a Jaguar 

Red convertable sixty-five 

Headed home to Mississippi, he'd been around the world 
That black sheep uncle of mine 

His ship had come in, he was looking to sin 

Singing his own song 

When he yelled from the drive, my heart came alive 
"Jimmy boy come along"; 


Chorus: 

It's time to see the world 

It's time to kiss a girl 

It's time to cross the wild meridian 
Grab your bag and take a chance 
Time to learn a Cajun dance 

Kid you're gonna see the morning sun 
On the Pascagoula run 

Pascagoula run 


Friday night at the Stateline bar 

Where the waterfront people dwell 

I better watch my step if the floor caves in 

I'll go right straight to hell 

There were pinball machines and cajun queens 
Men with knives and scars 

Billy moved ‘cross the floor to the real hard core 
And said, “;Here's where it gets bizarre"; 


Chorus: 

It's time to see the world 

It's time to kiss a girl 

It's time to cross the wild meridian 
Grab your bag and take a chance 
Time to learn a Cajun dance 

Kid you're gonna see the morning sun 
On the Pascagoula run 

Pascagoula run 


What do the ladies say, what do the ladies say 
What do the ladies say, what do the ladies say 
What do the ladies say, what do the ladies say 
What do the ladies say, what do the ladies say 


Bring that young man over here 
We're going to buy that boy a beer 
And that ain’t all we want to do 
Bring your crazy uncle too 


Chorus: 

It's time to see the world 

It's time to kiss a girl 

It's time to cross the wild meridian 
Grab your bag and take a chance 
Time to learn a Cajun dance 

Kid you're gonna see the morning sun 
On the Pascagoula run 

Pascagoula run 

Pascagoula run 
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